
  

 

February 2019 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality 

with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 
     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

Heading into the middle of  Winter and we have not seen a lot of  snow (at the 

time of  this writing).  Baseball Spring Training begins this month and that 

means Spring is not far away.  Let’s hope for the best with the Groundhog 

early this month! 

The Lenten season begins next month with Ash Wednesday, March 6th.  Watch for further 

announcements as we are going to try to coordinate several Friday Fish Fry dinners in the area 

during Lent this year.   

We will kick off  our annual March Madness drawing this month to partly benefit the IHM South 

African AIDS effort. The drawing will be held on Sunday, March 31 in the Chapel’s lobby at 

approximately 7:15pm.  The IHM Sisters in South Africa have always appreciated our annual 

donation from this fundraiser as the need there is so great.  Thank you in advance for your 

continued support!!  

           February                            

  3rd - 4th Sunday Ordinary Time  

                 

 10th - 5th Sunday Ordinary Time 
 

 17th - 6th Sunday Ordinary Time;   
    Council meeting at 4:30 in 
    Student Lounge. 

 

 24th - 7th Sunday Ordinary Time 
                    

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a 

Membership Incentive Program effective July 1st.  If you 

become a member or renew your membership in Dignity 

Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a 

$25.00 gift card.  All names of new members or renewed 

members in a given month that appear on the National Roster 

we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put 

in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If you have been 

thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed 

memberships can be completed at: 

               https://www.dignityusa.org/join 

 

Congratulations to our December winner:  Barbara S. 
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45th Anniversary Celebration 
 

By now in the past, we would have  announced our annual  
Anniversary Celebration Theme contest.  This year, we are doing 
things a little differently. 
 

We have received permission from DignityUSA to use the theme 
chosen for the National Conference in Chicago this coming July 
as the theme for our 45th Anniversary Celebration that will take 
place the week of May 18th and May 19th.  As details are 
completed, we will be publishing them as soon as we know 
them. 

 

In the meantime, activate your calendar on your cell phone or 
get your pens out, get your calendars out, and...  

       SAVE THE DATES……. 

       May 18th and 19th!!! 
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2019 Council Elections 
 

Although our 2019 Council Elections do not take 
place until the month of May, we wanted to remind 
potential candidates of the one basic requirement 
to run for office — you MUST be a dues paying 
member of Dignity Detroit by March 1st. 

 

This year we will be electing individuals to serve as   
Vice-President, Secretary and Community 
Involvement Chair.  Each office is a two year term 
and the term of office begins on July 1. 

 

There is a lot more to Dignity Detroit besides our 
weekly Liturgy.  Sure, it is nice to arrive at 
Marygrove just before 6 and leave between 7 and 
7:30.  But the reality of the situation is quite the 
opposite.  We are not trying to deter anyone from 
running, just stating the truth.  There is planning 
to be done, monthly meetings to attend all sorts of 
tasks that are completed behind the scenes. 

 

Please give some thought and prayer to the idea of 
taking the next step in your participation in Dignity 
Detroit. 
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March Madness Raffle 
 

As was mentioned on the first page of this newsletter it’s 
that time of the year again…our March Madness Raffle!   
The drawing itself will take place on Sunday, March 31st 
as part of the after-mass social.  We ask everyone to 
take at least one book of thirty tickets to sell or 
purchase.  Sell or purchase all 30 tickets and you need 
only turn in $25.00. 

 

As we have done in years past, at least 1/2 of the 
proceeds from the raffle will be donated to the IHM 
South African AIDS Ministry program. We are hoping 
that through your generous support, we can continue to 
support this extremely critical ministry. 

 

     is needed 

       to fund  

          this  

       ministry 

 

 

************************************** 

The three pages that follow contain the 
statistical summary of the recent survey 

that was sent out late last year. 



  

 

Page 5                                                               February 2019            Volume 44 Issue 10 

Recent Survey Results 

 

Demographics 

 

    Number of surveys distributed:  187 

  Number of Responses:  74 (40%) 

  Females:  16 (21.6%) 

  Male:  58 (78.4%) 
 

 Age Breakdown 

  Under 35         1.4% 

  36-50         14.95% 

  51-65      37.8% 

  Over 65           45.9% 

 

 Employed  65%     Retired  35% 

 Single       52%  Married  21%       Committed 16.4% 

 Widowed  1.4%  Divorced  6.9%  Other 2.7% 

 

 Gay         72.6%  Lesbian   11%     Straight   6.8% 

 Bisexual   5.5%       Other   4.2% 

 

 Detroit Residents     7%         Suburban Residents   93% 

 
 



  

 

Recent Survey Results (continued) 

 

 Raised Catholic       Yes — 89% No — 11% 

 

 Formal Theological Training   Yes — 26%    No — 74% 

 

 Membership Status/Mass attendance 

 Member    56.3%         

Non-Member  22.5% 

Former Member  21.1% 

 

Mass almost every week  32.9% 

Twice a month    11.4% 

Every Month or two   17.1% 

Rarely      38.6% 

Regularly/occasionally  36.2% 

Never      33.8% 

 

 Dignity Events 

Mass (Christmas/Jan 1, etc.)  45.8% 

Organized Social Events   69.5% 

After Mass Socials    88.1% 

Anniversary Dinner Dance  79.7% 

Anniversary Mass    76.3% 

Retreat        42.4% 
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Recent Survey Results (continued) 
 

SUGGESTIONS – NEW ACTIVITIES:  

        NOTE:   LEAD   VOLUNTEERS  REQUIRED 
 

 In-person group volunteer outreach activities 

 Group social events 

 Outreach to younger people/Catholic LGBT groups 

 Organized fish fry (s) 

 Lenten Retreat 

 Day at Manresa 

 Retreat at Marygrove on a Saturday 

 Weekend road trips 

 Group tickets for concerts 

 Once a month social gathering at bar/restaurant 

 Announce after-Mass dinner locations at Social 

 Pot-lucks in homes 

 Theater event 

 Activities to encourage deeper connections 
 

OTHER GENERAL COMMENTS 
 

 Mass time is inconvenient 

 Organization is stagnant—leadership has not changed 

 Overall Positive Comments/suggestions  78.2% 

 Negative Comments  21.8% 

 

NOTE:  Remaining comments deal with Anniversary 

Celebration —- these comments will be passed to the 

Anniversary Celebration Planning Committee. 
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Mary Oliver, Beloved Poet and Lesbian Dies 

Mary Jane Oliver was an American poet who won the National Book Award and the 
Pulitzer Prize. In 2007 The New York Times described her as "far and away, this 
country's best-selling poet.” 
Born: September 10, 1935, Maple Heights, OH 
Died: January 17, 2019 
Partner of more than 50 years: photographer Molly Malone Cook (deceased in 2005) 
Awards: Pulitzer Prize for Poetry, 1984, National Book Award for Poetry, 1992. 
She was one of my favorite poets and I have several books by her, well-used over the 
years for my meditation group. Many people posted quotes of her work on Facebook 
when word of her death spread. Her obituary is in the New York Times. She lived in 
Provincetown during the last 40 years of her life. You can hear her read her works on 
YouTube. She was the subject of an “On Being” radio show with Krista Tippet, which 
is a podcast. She used plain language about her observations of nature to demon-
strate eternal truths. Her works have been quoted by many, including clerics. Decep-
tively simple, her works have inspired many and she developed a following into old 
age.  
Quotes 
 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life? 
 
 

Instructions for living a life. Pay attention. Be astonished. Tell about it. 
 

When it's over, I want to say: all my life I was a bride married to amazement. I was 
the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms. 

Carolyn Shalhoub 

(I would be happy to lend my books to anyone interested) 
 

Giving Tree 2018 
 

The generosity and the efforts of our Dignity members made Christmas 2018 a 
little brighter for our presiders’ parishes and missions. 
 
We adopted three families, one from Christ the King, one from Mother of Per-
petual Help and one from SS Simon and Jude, providing a present for each 
member of the family and a $100.00 gift card for groceries.  For the Pope Fran-
cis Center in downtown Detroit, we contributed 60 undershirts, 60 pairs of socks 
and 26 men’s briefs.  Finally, we are making a $275.00 contribution to the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy food bank for needy students. 
 
Thanks to everyone who took a tag, shopped and wrapped a gift or made a 
monetary donation. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=mary+oliver+born&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMSjWEstOttIvSM0vyEkFUkXF-XlWSflFeQDkBSUxJQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQ6BMoADAsegQICRAG
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maple+Heights,+Ohio&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMShW4gAxK8uyK7XEspOt9AtS8wtyUoFUUXF-nlVSflEeAJoEv1ovAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQmxMoATAsegQICRAH
https://www.google.com/search?q=mary+oliver+died&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMSjWks9OttIvSM0vyEnVT0lNTk0sTk2JL0gtKs7Ps0rJTE0BAAVX3FIuAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQ6BMoADAtegQICRAK
https://www.google.com/search?q=mary+oliver+partner&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQ6BMoADAuegQICRAN
https://www.google.com/search?q=Molly+Malone+Cook&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLVT9c3NEzOLisrrLIsBwDqr2nEEQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQmxMoATAuegQICRAO
https://www.google.com/search?q=mary+oliver+awards&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMSjWks1OttJPLE8sSoGQ8eWZeXmpRVZgTjEA7lAYASwAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQ6BMoADAvegQICRAR
https://www.google.com/search?q=Pulitzer+Prize+for+Poetry&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMShW4gAxk-PzLLVks5Ot9BPLE4tSIGR8eWZeXmqRFZhTDAALLqDINgAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQmxMoATAvegQICRAS
https://www.google.com/search?q=National+Book+Award+for+Poetry&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MC1JMShW4gIxjczS8owstWSzk630E8sTi1IgZHx5Zl5eapEVmFMMAExVrKE4AAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQmxMoAjAvegQICRAT
https://www.google.com/search?q=mary+oliver+quotes&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLUz9U3MC1JMShWQjC1xLOTrfQLUvMLclKBVFFxfp5VYWl-SSoA-F0WrjEAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi_1oj394HgAhUNIqwKHf6zDVwQMTAwegQICBAC
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 
Chicago 

July 5-9, 2019 
Registration details  

available soon 

 
Register for the 2019 DIGNITY/USA Conference at: www.dignityusa.org 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 (248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 

www.moderntaxservice.com 
 

 

 

              Fiscal Year Budget Performance              2018 Year-to-Date Results 

Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support  $7,500    Kroger Community Rewards   $11.22 

Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support     $7,533    Amazon Smile   $15.54 

Over/(Shortfall)    $    33    Total Community $$ received $26.76 

    For Your Reference 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjfoq3al7TfAhUBXq0KHUwZBWsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkindercommentary.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F05%2F11%2Fthe-churchs-response-to-the-lgbt-community-ex-gay-ministries-and-beyond

