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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality
with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
Leaving behind the crazy February weather suits us fine! With the brutal cold weather and
frequent snow events in late January and into February – the thought of better weather is
on our minds. March has several important events with the Lenten season starting on Ash
Wednesday, March 6th. We will join St. Peter Claver’s Ash Wednesday’s Mass at 7pm and
will not have a separate Mass.
There will be several Fish Fry activities that your Council has coordinated are noted on
page 6 of this newsletter.
Our annual March Madness drawing will be held on Sunday, March 31 st at 7:15pm to partly benefit the IHM
South African AIDS effort. Please return your ticket stubs by Sunday, March 24 th at Mass that evening or please
mail them to the post office box no later than Tuesday, March 26th to ensure the returned stubs will be included
in this year’s raffle. If you need additional tickets, please talk to a Council member.
Please see the article on page 4 about open Council positions (Vice President, Secretary, and Community
Involvement). Your help is most appreciated!
Membership Incentive Program Continues








3rd — 8th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
6th — Ash Wednesday; Liturgy at
7 pm
10th — 1st Sunday of Lent
17th — 2nd Sunday of Lent
Council Meeting at 4:30pm
24th — 3rd Sunday of Lent
31st — 4th Sunday of Lent; March
Madness Raffle Drawing

The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a
Membership Incentive Program effective July 1st. If you
become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or
renewed members in a given month that appear on the
National Roster we receive around the 15th of the
following month, will be put in a hat and one individual
will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a
member or have simply forgotten to renew your
membership, wait no longer.
New and renewed
memberships
can
be
completed
at
https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Congratulations to our January winner: Tom
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The Season of Lent is upon us once again. As children, my brother, sister, and I were “forced” to give
up, or fast, from candy during the entirety of the season—Sunday’s were not “little Easters” in our
strict, traditional Catholic household. I hated Lent.
As I grew older and went off to college I can distinctly remember some of my friends ask me, “What
are you giving up for Lent this year?” I sarcastically and dryly responded, “I’m giving up being
Catholic.” Imagine the shock and horror my friends had at hearing that particular response from a
Catholic college student majoring in Theology! And as much as I was joking, there was a kernel of
truth to what I had uttered (and sometimes still joke). Truth be told, I was tired of others telling me
how I should fast, how I should pray, and how I should give alms. The rebel in me was not going to
be told how to live out my faith; I was not going to (and still do not) follow blindly the dictates of
others. I needed to forge my own path; I needed to figure out for myself what the Lenten pillars of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving meant to me; I needed to grow up and mature in my faith...and I’ve
learned that it’s a life-long process.
The most important thing I have learned is that I have to
approach the Lenten Season with intention. I have to live
Lent in a way that is purposeful, meaningful, and fulfilling to
me. In all honesty, I don’t know what the Season will look
like for me this year. I hope to pray more and differently; I
hope to fast from those distractions that turn my focus
from God and others; I hope to give freely of my time and
talents without reserve. Of course, time will tell, right?
Pray for me as I do for you this Lent.
The German theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, penned the following prayer; perhaps it can be our first
step towards living a more mindful and intentional Lent.
I Cannot Do This Alone
O God, early in the morning I cry to you.
Help me to pray and to concentrate my thoughts on you;
I cannot do this alone.
In me there is darkness, but with you there is light;
I am lonely, but you do not leave me; I am feeble in heart, but with you there is help;
I am restless, but with you there is peace. In me there is bitterness,
but with you there is patience;
I do not understand your ways, but you know the way for me….
Restore me to liberty, and enable me to live now hat I may answer before you and before men.
Lord whatever this day may bring, Your name be praised.
Amen.

Claudia
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Annual Hygiene Kit Collection
Beginning on Sunday, March 3rd and continuing until Sunday,
March 31st, we will be initiating our annual Hygiene Kit
Collection – shampoo, soap, body wash, hand creams, dental
products, and shaving products are requested. This year's recipient
will be The Pope Francis Center.
Thank you for your continued support of Dignity Detroit
Community Service projects.

————————————–—————————–————–

For Your Reference
Fiscal Year Budget Performance
Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support $8,750
Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support
$8,934
Over/(Shortfall)
$ 184

FY18 Year-to-Date Results
Kroger Community Rewards $ 11.22
Amazon Smile
$ 15.54
Total Community $ received $ 26.76

——————————————————————————————————————
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Council Elections
Nominations are currently being accepted by the Election Committee (Denise, Don, and Ross)
for the upcoming Council Elections. This year we will be electing a Vice-President, Secretary
and Community Involvement Chairperson.
For your convenience the responsibilities for each office are printed below (taken from our
Constitution). The items listed are only a thumbnail sketch of what is required from each
officer. For a complete list of responsibilities, please contact the current officers (listed
below).
VICE-PRESIDENT/PASTORAL MINISTRIES COORDINATOR: (Claudia)
The duties of the Vice-President/Pastoral Ministries Coordinator include
the following:
1.
Act as President-Pro-Tempore in the absence of the President.
2
Assume the office of President in the event that the office of President
is vacated.
3.
Recruit members for and oversee the duties and responsibilities of the
Pastoral Ministry Team.
4.
Review and approve for submission to the President and Treasurer the
budget suggested by the Pastoral Ministry Team.
In addition, coordinate all liturgical celebrations; coordinate presiders for each Liturgy; work
with organist in Liturgy Planning; schedule liturgical ministers; plan retreat; write Prayers of the
Faithful; coordinate décor for all liturgical seasons.
SECRETARY: The duties of the Secretary include the following: (Carolyn)
1.
Oversee the business correspondence of Dignity Detroit.
2.
Prepare and distribute minutes of all meeting to all Council members
within one week following the meeting; and disseminate a summary
of the Council meetings in the monthly newsletter.
3.
Oversee and be responsible for the publication and distribution of
Sunday bulletin and monthly newsletter.
4.
Prepare and submit a budget(s) for the assigned publications stated
in this article at the request of the President and Treasurer.
In addition, record all official meeting minutes (Monthly Council and General Membership) and
handle all official correspondence of the organization.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT COORDINATOR: The duties of the Community
Involvement Coordinator include the following: (Marylou and Mike)
1.
Recruit members for and oversee the duties and responsibilities of the
Community Involvement Committee.
2.
Serve as representative of Dignity Detroit to various community
charities and social concerns organizations.
3.
Prepare and submit the budget of the Community Involvement
Committee at the request of the President and Treasurer.
In addition, coordinate any and all outreach efforts of Dignity Detroit to area LGBTQI
organizations and LGBTQI supportive organizations.
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Lenten Reflection Booklets
Prayerfully journey through Lent with Mary DeTurris Poust's fresh and
meaningful reflections on the daily Mass readings. In just minutes per
day, the insightful meditations of Not by Bread Alone can deepen your
experience of this solemn season of prayer and penance and prepare you
to participate more fully in the joy of the great Easter mystery.
Booklets for Lent (and Easter at a later date) are available on the table in
the rear of the chapel.
You may be wondering why we made the switch this year from the Little Books we have
used for many years. The answer is two-fold: the cost of the Little Books has risen quite a
bit and I am no longer able to secure them at a discounted rate through the parish, and
over the past few years, even though I have ordered fewer copies, there have been a
number of them left that were not taken. In the future, if we can receive a great discount,
we will entertain securing those books again.

Upcoming Events:
Fortunate Families Book Club – Discussion:
March 31, 2019, 12 Noon, in Koelzer Hall, at Christ the King Church, 20800 Grand River at Burt Rd., Detroit,
MI.
Fortunate Families’ local group is made up of Catholic LGBTQ people and their families, and will have a book
discussion on Fr. James Martin’s book, “Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the LGBT Community Can
Enter into a Relationship of Respect, Compassion, and Sensitivity” (revised edition). Fortunate Families is helping to establish book discussion groups in parishes, high schools and colleges. The book is available on Amazon for
$10.39 in paperback. Link: https://www.amazon.com/Building-Bridge-Relationship-Compassion-Sensitivity/
dp/0062694316. We have introduced this book in newsletter last year. Fr. Martin has become an internet presence attracting both positive and negative attention, but he continues to advocate for listening, compassion and
engagement.
“Renewing Catholicism: Can These Bones Live? A conversation about what is valuable in the Catholic
Church and what needs to be renewed”
A group, Inclusive Justice, is presenting this conference, along with Fortunate Families, on Saturday, April 13,
2019, 9:00 am – 3:30 pm at Christ Church, Cranbook, 470 Church Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304. Speakers
include Margaret Farley, author of Just Love, Aaron Bianco, a Pastoral Associate who left his position at a Catholic parish in San Diego because of verbal and violent harassment, and others. There is a wine and cheese reception on Friday, April 12, 7:00 – 9:00 pm. For registration information, go to www.inclusivejustice.org.
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Dignity Detroit
2019 Fish Fry Schedule
Friday, 3/15
SS. Simon and Jude Catholic Church
4:30 – 7 pm
Fr. Gerry
32500 Palmer Road
Westland, MI 48186
(734) 722-1343
Friday, 3/29: St. Blase Catholic Church
4 - 7 pm
Fr. Randy
12151 Fifteen Mile
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
(586) 268-2244
Friday, 4/12: Sweetest Heart of Mary Catholic Church
3 – 8 pm 4440 Russell St
Detroit, Michigan 48207
(313) 831-6659
We are tentatively planning to meet between 5:45 and 6 pm at each location. We will
have sign-up sheet in the foyer each Sunday prior to that particular Friday.

Other Fish Fries in Parishes of our Supportive Clergy:
Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church
4 – 7 pm
(586) 771-1750

28301 Little Mack

St. Clair Shores, MI

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
4:30 – 7:30 pm
(734) 676-1378

21599 Parke Lane

Grosse Ile, MI

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
4:30 – 7:30 pm
(734) 676-0982

2565 Third Street

Trenton, MI
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.





Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions
You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

Chicago
July 5-9, 2019
Registration details
available early 2019
Register for the 2019 DIGNITY/USA Conference at: www.dignityusa.org

