
  

 

March 2018 

March 

 4th— 3rd Sunday of 

Lent 

 11th—4th Sunday of 

Lent  

 18th — 5th Sunday of 

Lent; Council Meeting at 

4:30 

 25th— Palm Sunday 

     

 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are 

affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as be-

loved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 
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March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle   Sunday, April 8, 2018 

44th Anniversary Dinner Dance      Saturday, May  19, 2018 

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration   Sunday, May 20, 2018 
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March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle 
 

 

On Sunday, April 8th, during the after-mass social, we will hold our twenty-eighth 
March Madness Raffle.  FIRST PRIZE is a cash award of $500.00.  SECOND 
and THIRD prizes are cash awards in the amounts of $250.00 and $100.00 
respectively.  Once again, this year, at least one-half of the proceeds from 
this year's raffle will be donated to the IHM AIDS Outreach Ministry in 
South Africa.  
  

If you have not yet picked-up or received your tickets, you still have time 
to do so.  Additional books of tickets will be available on any Sunday or you can 
submit a request by contacting Dave Cutting dtwdave@gmail.com.  
 

All ticket stubs and money must be turned in no later than Tuesday, April 
3, 2018 to insure inclusion in the raffle drawing.  You may make your returns 
on any Sunday or you can mail them in.  When making your returns, please do us 
a small favor and separate the stubs from each other.  In order to provide 
accurate accounting, please return any unsold tickets.   An additional way to as-
sist in the success of this fundraiser is by making an additional donation 
to offset the expenses associated with this raffle (i.e., printing, postage, 
prize money, etc. amounting to $1,200.00). 
 

Help us keep our proud tradition of love and service to the gay, lesbian, bi-sexual 
and trans-gender community, and the community at-large, alive and growing. 
 

 

mailto:dtwdave@gmail.com
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Anniversary Theme 
 
Four possible themes were submitted for consideration by the 
theme selection committee.  This year’s winning theme was 
submitted by Matthew Osborn. 
 
 Be a Restless Flame 
 
 How often have we allowed our flame to be almost 
 extinguished?  As members of the Dignity Detroit 
 community, we need always be restless to create a 
 society that is welcoming of people of all minorities 
 including the LGBTQ community.  We need to keep 
 flame burning in Christ’s love and show the world that 
 just because you’re different, it doesn’t mean that you 
 should be discounted or discarded as a person.  Our 
 Dignity is just as important as everyone else’s! 
 

Council Elections 
 
Although the elections of Council Officers does not take place 
until the month of May, per our constitution, and  
potential candidates must be dues paying member of  
Dignity by March 1st. 
 
Please seriously consider taking your involvement in  
Dignity to the next level.  This year we will be electing a Presi-
dent, Secretary and Social Chair.  Each term is for  
two years. 
 
To place a name in nomination, please see Denise Smith, 
Rick Roos or Ross Turner. 



  
  

 

 

Marygrove College in the News 

 

You may have seen articles in Crain’s Detroit Business, the Detroit News, or the 
Sunday Free Press, about the Kresge Foundation coming to the aid of Marygrove in 
their recent financial problems that, along with reduced enrollment, led to the end 
of the undergraduate program. Positive changes can now be considered for the 
campus going forward. We have been assured by Dr. Elizabeth Burns, President, 
that these changes will not affect the use of Sacred Heart Chapel by Dignity Detroit 
as our community’s spiritual home. Dr. Burns and the Board made difficult decisions 
that will assure the future of the campus. 

Link: 2/15/18 Detroit News: http://www.detroitnews.com/story/business/
columnists/daniel-howes/2018/02/15/marygrove-rescue-shaped-kresge-founding-
ihm/110434824/:  
 
Link: Crain’s Detroit Business: http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20180215/
news/653056/struggling-marygrove-college-to-transfer-campus-to-new-nonprofit 
 
Link: 2/18/18 Detroit Free Press: http://on.freep.com/2oa0N3p 

 

Lenten Program  

 

 

 

Simple Supper and Sharing will be hosted at Marygrove based on the  
Detroit Catholic Pastoral Alliance’s anti-racism program. The study will  
focus on “Created in God’s Image: a Pastoral Letter on the Sin of Racism 
and a Call to Conversion.” Sessions will be held on the four Tuesday 
evenings of March from 6:30 to 8:00 pm beginning on Tuesday, 
March 6. Please RSVP with Sr. Barb (akarubyv@aol.com) for any of the 
March dates that you plan to join us. 
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Hygiene Kit Collection 
 
Dignity will once again be sponsoring a Hygiene Kit Collection on the 
Sundays of March to benefit the Pope Francis Outreach Center. 
 
Travel sizes of tooth paste, deodorant, baby powder, toothbrushes, 
shampoo/conditioner, etc. are always needed.   
 
There is also a need for feminine hygiene items. 
 
A special request has been received this year for body wash, shampoo 
and conditioner in the large pump style sizes. 
 
As always, your generosity is great appreciated. 
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Cardinal's words on same-sex blessings 

show church's broader dilemma 
National Catholic Reporter      Feb 17, 2018 

by Marianne Duddy-Burke, Jeffrey Stone 
 
[Marianne Duddy-Burke is executive director of DignityUSA. Jeffrey Stone is a former member of 
the DignityUSA board of directors and currently serves as director of media relations, as well as on 
the Dignity/New York steering committee. He is a co-author of Growing Up Catholic.]   
 

                                           

                                      Two same-sex partners exchange wedding bands during a 2017 ceremony at the civil registry office in Munich.  

                                                                                                    (CNS/EPA/Marc Mueller)  

 

In a recent radio interview, Cardinal Reinhard Marx of Munich-Freising said the Catholic Church 
needs to provide better pastoral support for lesbian or gay people but stopped short of endorsing 
blessings for same-sex couples as a general practice or policy. 
 
At the same time, he appeared to leave open the possibility of such blessings in individual cases. 
Marx is the third German bishop, and the highest-ranking by far, to have raised the possibility of 
same-sex blessings in recent months.  Marx, the archbishop of Munich, is one of the most influen-
tial leaders in the Catholic Church. He serves on Pope Francis' Council of Cardinals, heads the Ger-
man Bishops' Council, and is president of the Commission of the Bishops' Conferences of the Euro-
pean Community. 
 
An English translation of the interview quotes Marx as saying, in response to a question on how 
the church should deal with gay people, "We must be pastorally close to those who are in need of 
pastoral care and also want it. And one must also encourage priests and pastoral workers to give 
people encouragement in concrete situations. I do not really see any problems there. An entirely 
different question is how this is to be done publicly and liturgically. These are things you have to 
be careful about, and reflect on them in a good way." 

              

         

                                                                                            Cardinal Reinhard Marx (CNS/EPA/Sascha Steinbach)  

https://www.ncronline.org/authors/marianne-duddy-burke
https://www.ncronline.org/authors/jeffrey-stone
https://www.ncronline.org/node/161141
https://www.ncronline.org/node/161141
http://www.comece.eu/
http://www.comece.eu/


  

 

In addressing how a church that bans same-sex marriage could minister to couples, Marx said, 
"That does not mean that nothing happens, but I really have to leave that to the pastor on the 
ground, accompanying an individual person with pastoral care. There you can discuss things, as is 
currently being debated, and consider: How can a pastoral worker deal with it? However, I really 
would emphatically leave that to the pastoral field and the particular, individual case at hand, and 
not demand any sets of rules again — there are things that cannot be regulated." 
Marx's struggle to articulate a coherent strategy for addressing the needs of the church's gay and 
lesbian members (the interview does not seem to have included any reference to transgender, in-
tersex or bisexual people) once again shows the dilemma for those trying to work within the 
framework of current doctrine, church structure and political polemic of institutional Catholicism. 
There seems to be a recognition by the cardinal that current dogma and practice are failing many 
in the church, and a desire to find ways to respond to their needs. Marx sees pastoral responses 
to individual situations as the solution. 
 
The problem with this approach is that it reinforces the church's official view of lesbian and gay 
individuals and same-sex couples as less than full members of the body of Christ. It requires 
priests and other pastoral workers to determine whether an individual situation merits the risk of a 
secret blessing, and implicit validation of the person's sexual orientation and intimate relation-
ships.  This puts both the seeker and the giver in tenuous positions, subject to criticism and at-
tacks from those who find such action contrary to church teaching — which, in fact, it would be. 
 

Perhaps the only way for the institution to change is through an incremental approach, whereby 
the number of individual cases gradually increases, and the experience of those involved some-
how convinces a sufficient number of those in authority that a change in doctrine is merited. Then 
the process of debating the theology and tradition that might support such a change could begin. 
How long such discernment might take is anyone's guess. 
 

In the meantime, the official church's persistent inability to fully embrace LGBTQI people and their 
families will continue to drive away not only many of them, but also many members of their ex-
tended families, friends, and allies — not to mention massive numbers of young people in general. 
As Marx and other leaders struggle to figure out how to resolve what is admittedly a complex di-
lemma for the church, LGBTQI people, allies and family members must be an integral part of the 
conversation. 
 

It bears noting that, in the United States and many other parts of the world, the people of the 
church are far ahead of its leadership on LGBTQI issues. In countries where same-sex marriage is 
legal, tens of thousands of Catholics have rejoiced in witnessing the civil marriages of their chil-
dren, grandchildren, parents, siblings, cousins and friends, many in ceremonies that include a spir-
itual blessing. 
 

Countless others, especially where marriage equality has yet to be achieved, have joined their 
loved ones in rituals that celebrate the commitments lesbian and gay couples have made to each 
other. Their presence and pledge to honor and support these couples represent the triumph of 
love over law. 
 

Members of our community who love the church and seek to be full and equal members of it are 
in the best position to advise church leaders on appropriate pastoral care and theology. There are 
many of us who are willing to share our stories, hopes, and challenges if we know we will be lis-
tened to with open-mindedness and respect. 
 

In the meantime, we offer the Letter on Pastoral Care of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) People, written by members of DignityUSA in 2007, as a starting point for understanding 
our perspective on what is needed.  It is a hopeful sign that Marx, other German bishops, and in-
deed numerous Catholic Church leaders around the world are grappling openly with the place of 
LGBTQI people in the church. An even more hopeful step will occur when church leaders finally 
leaders finally engage the true experts in this struggle in genuine dialogue, and we begin to work 
out solutions together. 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening at 

6:00pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove 

College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068-

0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

     www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and condi-

tions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email ad-

dress and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community Re-

wards information and input your Krog-

er Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is 

12223 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed in to your 

Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as your desired 

charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would and we receive a 

portion of the proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure that you shop 

at  

 smile.amazon.com 


