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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
May
 6th — 6th Sunday of Easter
 13th — Feast of the Ascension
 20th — Feast of Pentecost; 44th
Anniversary Liturgy;
Council Meeting at 4:30
 27th — Feast of the Holy Trinity

Pentecost
The Birthday of the Church
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44th Anniversary Dinner Dance

Saturday, May 19, 2018

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration

Sunday, May 20, 2018

Ferndale Pride

Saturday, June 2, 2018

Motor City Pride

Sunday, June 10, 2018

Issue 1

Another successful March Madness has
come to an end!
Thank you for your strong support for this year’s March Madness
fundraiser that supports IHM’s South African AIDS initiative. Total
proceeds were $3,320 with expenses of $1247.00.
Congratulations for Paul L. who won the 3rd prize of $100.
Richard B. was very lucky winning both 1st and 2nd prizes totaling
$750. However, the real winners were the South Africa men,
women and children who are challenged by AIDS who will benefit
from our donation of $1,072.00.
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Dignity USA Board of Directors
The Board of Directors that serves Dignity USA will meet
here in Detroit June 2-3-4. The Board does their best to
meet in different cities throughout the year if at all
possible.
The Board will meet Saturday afternoon/evening, again
on Sunday during the day and conclude Monday morning.
All meetings are open to anyone interested in attending.
We are very pleased to be able to announce that the
Board members in attendance will be joining us for our
Liturgy on Sunday, June 3rd.
The Board members will be staying, and meeting at a
hotel near the airport. Details will be published once all
are known.
Council Elections
Due to the fact that there was only one candidate for
President and one candidate for Treasurer, the Election of
Council Officers took place at the General Membership
Meeting held on Sunday, April 15th, after the Constitution ByLaws were set aside by the members present.
Congratulations to President-elect
Treasurer-elect Dave Cutting.

Frank

D’Amore

and

The ever important Social Chairperson Office remains vacant.
Without an After-Mass Social, fostering fellowship is almost
impossible if everyone just departs after our Liturgy!
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Random Musings from the back pew...
Wendy Francisco, a singer-songwriter-author-artist, wrote a very simple song a
number of years back entitled God and Dog. In the song, she talks about the
similarities of her “two loving companions” — her God and her dog.
The lyrics follow:
I look up and I see God,
I look down and see my dog.
Simple spelling G.O.D.,
Same words backwards D.O.G.
They would stay with me all
I’m the one who walks away.
But both of them just wait for me,
and dance at my return with glee
Both love me no matter what—
Divine God and canine mutt.
I take it hard each time I fail,
But God forgives, Dog wags his tail
God thought up and made the dog,
Dog reflects a part of God.
I’ve seen love from both sides now,
It’s everywhere, amen, bow wow.
I look up and I see God,
I look down and see my dog.
And in my human frailty...
I can’t match their love for me.
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As many of you know, Michelle, Liam and I have a dog, and so this song resonates
with me. P.J. (full name Cimmerian Pacal Quetzalcoatl Jr.) is a three (3) year old
miniature schnauzer who prefers sleeping in her jammies all day or chasing deer.
And sometimes it seems as if she has a very short memory. We can leave the
house for 10 minutes, come home ,and P.J. jumps all over us as if we’ve been gone
for days! If we don’t pay her enough attention, she gently nudges our legs so
that we will acknowledge her.
On those occasions when I’m having a particularly rough and depressing day
(week, month, or year), P.J.’s jumping all over me is comforting. She calms me
when I am stressed-to-the-max when she just lays in my lap allowing me to pet
her.
I do not mean to trivialize God. I do, however, take comfort in knowing that God
is always happy to see me and listen to my prayers. When I sit by myself in
church or take a walk by the lake or wherever I find myself praying, I know that
God is looking into the depths my heart and soul and can see the pain. And when
I am far from God, God gently nudges me with so many beautiful things so that I
will remember his constant love for me.
I look up and I see God,
I look down and see my dog.
And in my human frailty…
I can’t match their love for me.
Pacal (the 1st)
who allowed me
to sticker her
with a heart!

Claudia

Check out Wendy’s God and Dog video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
H17edn_RZoY
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Dignity Detroit 44th Anniversary
Dinner Dance
Saturday, May 19, 2018
Tickets: $50.00

Be a Restless Flame
Park Place, 23400 Park Street, Dearborn, MI 48124
6:30 p.m. cocktails

Tickets available now!

7:00 p.m. dinner

Deadline:

Sunday May 6, 2018

Ticket order form to return:

Name: ____________________________
Address: ____________________
City, St. Zip: ________________________
No. of tickets @ $50.00: _____
Total enclosed: $ _____
Please mail to:
Dignity Detroit, P O Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068
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Fr. James Martin: “Spiritual Insights for LGBT Catholics”
Here is a link to a new video by Fr. James Martin for
YouTube titled: “Spiritual Insights for LGBT Catholics”.
(Control + click to open the link)
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%
3Fv%3DmdO87dmgMMk&h=ATNGxjHX9xk9FTDpIha7RW7PIf4JdbozCp57zj3k2Qytue-rqFUQWUgAAA2cAX3UlbOKDJSMxDTOeJhAuyGdlDcsEHpEnyQeyPWylp4JewIk4LzuqPb34bKfQbY70GT3s

This 10 minute long (or so) video says what many need to
hear from a respected member of the institutional church.
Yes, he is a Jesuit – which makes him special in my eyes! I
resonated a lot with his last point – the Church needs us! I
have always felt that if there is any positive message from
the Church, it was along the line of “welcoming sinners”. We
are all sinners, but I don’t feel we are in a class all our own. I
believe we have many gifts to offer the church: many of us
have

artistic

or

musical

talent;

others

are

wonderful

teachers and pastoral ministers or compassionate nurses/
doctors. Our sensitivity, born out of the coming out process,
makes us especially aware of others who are hurting, no
matter what profession we follow. Our story is the Church’s
story, and it is not complete without us.
I have received a copy of the 2nd Edition copy of “Building
Bridges…” by Fr. Martin and am including it in the Silent
Auction at our 44th Anniversary Dinner Dance.
Carolyn Shalhoub
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Happy 44th Anniversary to Us!!!

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak,
MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com


If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is

Community
input your

12223


Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed in to your
Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as your desired
charity recipient



Shop as you normally would and we receive a
portion of the proceeds.



However, you need to ensure that you shop
at


smile.amazon.com

There are no fees associated
with either of these two
programs. All you need to do
is register. Thanks!!!

