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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality
with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

The month of May means our 45th Anniversary celebrations will take
place in several weeks. Saturday, May 18th is our annual dinner dance at
Park Place in Dearborn. New this year will be the added appetizers from
6pm to 7pm; however the ticket price remains unchanged at $50.00 –
please see Glenn for your ticket purchases or mail your check to our P.O. box shown
on ticket order form on the last page of this newsletter. A guest speaker has been
added this year as well. The deadline for dinner dance ticket purchases is Sunday, May
12th!
On Sunday, May 19th, our 6pm Mass will celebrate our 45th Anniversary – hopefully
you can join us for this special event!! A special reception will follow our 6pm Mass.
Please bring family and friends with you if possible.
The March Madness raffle wrapped up March 31st. Total proceeds had $2,730 raised,
down slightly from last year. Congratulations to Joe & Steve ($100 prize), Barb ($250
prize), and Michelle ($500 1st place prize). However, the real winner was IHM’s South
African AIDS effort that received $1,000 from this year’s raffle. This $1,000 donation
coupled with the recent AIDS Walk Detroit $5,400 monies that was sent to IHM has
a total of $6,400 being sent to South Africa for their important work. Please see
IHM’s Sr. Peg’s note to us after she was informed about the $6,400 donation – page 6.
The Dignity USA 50th Jubilee event takes place in Chicago on July 5-7, 2019. Several
Dignity Detroit members will be participating, but your attendance as well would be
great. More information about this event can be found at www.dignityusa.org.
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For Your Reference
Fiscal Year Budget Performance

FY18 Year-to-Date Results

Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support

$11,250

Kroger Community Rewards

$36.01

Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support
Over/(Shortfall)

$10,553
$ (697)

Amazon Smile
Total Community $$ receive

$20.38
$56.39

May








5th — 3rd Sunday of Easter
12th — 4th Sunday of Easter;
Mother’s Day
19th — 5th Sunday of Easter;
45th Anniversary
Liturgy
26th — 6th Sunday of Easter
27th — Memorial Day

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July 1st. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity Detroit
in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new
members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the National Roster we
receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will
be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can be
completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Congratulations to our February winners: Jim and Mitch
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It is that time again!! We pause from our busy schedules to
celebrate who we are and what we are about.
45 years of ministry to the LGBTQI Community of Metropolitan
Detroit.
Festivities begin on Saturday, May 18th with our Annual
Dinner/Dance. We will celebrate at Park Place in Dearborn. New
this year is that from 6pm to 7pm we will have cocktails and hot
hors d’oeuvres. Dinner will be served at approximately 7:15.
Changes have also been made to the dinner menu, but we will
keep those a surprise. Our guest speaker this year will be
Deborah Drennan, Chief Executive Officer of Freedom House.
Our Silent Auction and Raffle also make a return appearance.
Tickets are $50.00 and can be purchased until Sunday, May
12th. We are pleased to offer the table of eight for the price of
seven —a savings of $50.00.
The Celebration continues with our Anniversary Liturgy at 6pm
on Sunday, May 19th. We encourage those of you who can to
invite family and friends to help us celebrate. The after-mass
social will be extra special that night.
A ticket order form can be found on the last page of this
newsletter.
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Council Elections
The election of a Vice-President, Secretary and Community
Involvement Chair were held at the General Membership Meeting
on Sunday, April 28th due to the fact that there was only one
candidate for each office.

Beginning July 1, 2019 and serving a two-year term:
Vice-President:

Carolyn Shalhoub

Secretary:

Michael McCleer

Community Involvement Chair: Rich Heide
(note: Last names used with permission of candidate)

We congratulate these three individuals for stepping forth to
serve our faith community.
Special thanks to Claudia for many years of service as our
Vice-President.
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Dignity Detroit
PO Box 558
Royal Oak, MI 48068
April 14, 2019
IHM Motherhouse
Attn: Development Office
610 W Elm Ave,
Monroe, MI 48162
SUBJECT: DIGNITY DETROIT DONATION
Re: South African AIDS effort
Dear IHM Development Office:
Recently, Dignity Detroit completed our annual March Madness raffle that was a fundraiser for IHM’s South
African AIDS effort and for our Detroit chapter’s general expenses.
Enclosed is a $1,000 check – 64% of the total net proceeds from this year’s raffle. A recent history of donations
includes the following:
2019
2018
2017
2016
2015
2014

$1,000.00
$1,072.00
$ 800.00
$ 750.00
$1,000.00
$ 860.00

This $1,000 donation and combined with the $5,400 recently sent to IHM due to the unofficial AIDS Walk
Detroit (overall event was cancelled, but a mini-walk went on – led by Frank D’Amore) has a total of $6,400
raised since our last donation in April 2018.
Best regards,
Dave Cutting
Dignity Detroit Treasurer
cc: Sr. Peg O’Shea, Sr. Barb Beesley, Frank D’Amore
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From Sister Peg O’Shea, IHM
Dated April 22, 2019
Thank you so much for your donation for AIDS-related ministry in
South Africa. We are very grateful to be able to serve people here in
your name.
Sister Sue Rakoczy is celebrating her 50th Jubilee this Saturday so
the three IHMs still in RSA will be together for a few days. I will show
them your letter and we will discuss the best use of the funds.
Believe me, there are needs everywhere, but we are especially
interested in youth as HIV is exploding among them.
I will let you know what we see as the best use of the funds at this
time.
Again, thank you so much for this donation and for the support in
years past. We do not forget your generosity toward IHM ministry at
home and overseas.
Gratefully,
Sr. Peg O’Shea, IHM

Peg O'Shea, IHM
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What a Surprise
The strangest things can happen while on vacation. You turn around and standing before you is someone you have
been fortunate to have met several times in the past and is responsible for founding Dignity Detroit some 45 years
ago. Yes, it was Brian McNaught. We had a nice conversation and I asked if he would consider authoring an article
that we could publish in our Newsletter. Without hesitation, he agreed and here is that article.

Every accounting of my years of my activism as an educator on LGBTQ+ issues starts with the
founding of Dignity/Detroit forty-five years ago. I, and a very small group of others, under the gentle
direction of Dignity’s national officers in Boston, courageously dared to stake out our claim as
unapologetic, emotionally and spiritually healthy, gay Roman Catholics. “Heresy!”
I then agreed, as President of Dignity/Detroit, to be interviewed by The Detroit News. My weekly
column in The Michigan Catholic was dropped, Dignity rallied around me during my 24-day hunger fast in
the Pink Palace, (our Victorian refuge in an intimidating inner-city neighborhood), the paper fired me, we
filed charges, Dignity/Detroit got lots of local and national attention, and both you and I were born again,
as prayerful, front line crusaders against Christian homophobia and heterosexism.
Unlike some chapters of Dignity around the country, our birth was front page news. Some chapter
leaders elsewhere were angered and threatened by our “militant” posturing. But they had their own
callings, and we had ours. We carefully lined up our supporters before entering the ring. Fr. Sam
Campbell, an unsung prophet at Holy Trinity Church, helped us get established, and then recruit Msgr.
Clement Kern to be our guardian angel. No one in Detroit, except the right wing “Catholics United for the
Faith,” would dare challenge the living saint of Holy Trinity parish.
Perhaps for the first time in Dignity’s history, Dignity/Detroit invited every priest and nun to a Mass of
Solidarity, a standing up against the centuries of persecution by the Vatican of homosexuals. From the
Mass, Dignity members marched to the cathedral and picketed in support of my case against the
Archdiocese.
Dignity/Detroit has strong activist roots. It was given birth by confirmed gay Catholic liberationists.
And, the chapter was deeply spiritual too. We had a chapel in our center. The Mass held each Sunday,
where we sat on the living room floor of the Pink Palace with our celebrant, Fr. Campbell, was a key
component of our success and identity. Not everyone who bravely climbed the stairs to the second floor of
my apartment/Dignity/Detroit’s Center, wanted to be an activist. They simply wanted to participate in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist, without worrying about being discovered and rejected. They were warmly
welcomed, and encouraged to participate at their own level of comfort.
The national history of the pioneering days of LGBTQ+ Catholics has to include Dignity/Detroit
hosting, in the Pink Palace, the extraordinary meeting of Sr. Jeannine Gramick, Fr. Bob Nugget, Paul
Diederich, and representatives of the Salvatorian Gay Ministry Task Force with the authors of the
upcoming, ground shattering book, Human Sexuality, New Directions in American Catholic Thought. Two
of the key authors, Fr. Tony Kosnick, and Fr. Ron Madras, sat quietly and listened as we gay Catholics
and our allies, told the very personal stories of our lives. The book by the Catholic Theological Society of
America was banned by the U.S. Bishops Conference because of its sympathetic support of gay love.
It was Bishop Tom Gumbleton who made the decision to fire me from my job at the newspaper,
because, in his words many years later, “Brian, you were ahead of your time, and we didn’t know what to
do with you. It must have been lonely for you.” But he, and Bishop Joe Imesch, went on my water fast for
a day, and they wrote in the letter to end my hunger fast, “We have a serious obligation to root out the
structures and attitudes that discriminate against the homosexual as a person.” That was the strongest
quote to date by any bishop in the country.
All of that game changing activism came out of Detroit. Then, Detroit hosted the historic “Call to
Action,” where I was the only openly gay person, representing Dignity, of the 1300 delegates. And it was
in Detroit that those delegates overwhelmingly supported, in defiance of attending bishops, every gaypositive addition to the final Call to Action document I offered.
I came out of Detroit, and gratefully count my many blessed years based on my stepping into the
limelight through Dignity’s foundation. And you all came out of Detroit, and are boldly keeping the fires
burning by keeping Dignity/Detroit focused on its mission, and by protecting and telling our very proud,
historic story of LGBTQ+ liberation.
Congratulations on 45 years!!

Brian McNaught
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“Renewing Catholicism: Can These Bones Live?”
April 13, 2019, by Carolyn Shalhoub
I attended this conference on Saturday, April 13, 2019, at Christ Church Cranbrook,
which was co-sponsored by Inclusive Justice (www.inclusivejustice.org), Fortunate
Families-Detroit, and Christ Church Cranbrook. Dignity Detroit provided some
financial support, as did other local organizations. A few other Dignity members were
also present, as were members of religious communities, Catholic parishes, and
Episcopal churches in the area. The fellowship and welcome extended by members
of Christ Church was phenomenal, and it was refreshing to see women priests (2!)
as well as a married gay man priest, who ministers there. The morning consisted of
presentations, with the first by Tom Nelson, father of a gay son, whom many of us
know. The next was by Aaron Bianco, a married gay man with several Theology
degrees, who was forced to resign as pastoral administrator from his parish in
California, where he had the full support of his Bishop, because of harassment and
threats of violence spurred on by folks at the Church Militant group. Margaret Farley
gave the keynote address, based on one of her books: “Just Love: What it means for
the Church”. Margaret is a Sister of Mercy, Theologian, and on the faculty at Yale.
She spoke of what characteristics are present for real “love”. She theorizes that love
in same sex relationships can have these qualities, which, as you can imagine, has
led to some consternation on the part of some in the hierarchy. The group then
broke out into several workshops led by the aforementioned speakers, and also Rick
Joseph, a middle school teacher and former Michigan Teacher of the Year, who
addressed “LGBT Youth and the Schools”, and Michelle Scheidt, a theologian, who
spoke on “LGBTQ Spirituality”. It was hard to decide which to attend, but I chose
Aaron Bianco’s session. He spoke of how he turned around a parish where there
were only 20 – 30 persons attending Mass, in a gay area of San Diego, to a thriving
place with active ministries.
After lunch, there was a panel discussion: “Saving What is Valued in the Church and
What Needs to be Reformed”, where each speaker shared their thoughts on these
topics. The participants were also asked to share. In a closing ritual, we were asked
to say one thing we would do to help renew our faith tradition. It was very nice to be
in an interfaith group for this event. It helps us to share with other like-minded
organizations with similar challenges.
I knew a participant from Christ Church from a hospital committee we are on, and he
gave me a quick tour of the sanctuary, which is gorgeous, and made me want to go
back for a more thorough visit. Would anyone be interested in a tour of Christ
Church or other Cranbrook facilities? If there is a number who would, I will try to
arrange it.
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Upcoming Events:
“Dispelling Depression” –
panel with Dr. Jeff Bershad, Mr. Brendan Kelly, and Dr.
Lawrence Ventline. Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 7:00 pm, Our
Lady of Albanians, 29350 Lahser Rd., Southfield, MI 48034.
For information, contact Dr. Lawrence Ventline at
shrinkrap68@gmail.com, or call 989.582.0520.
“Stronger Together – Women’s and LGBTQ Justice”
Policy Updates and Ally Training. June 29, 2019,
Birmingham Unitarian Church, 11:00 am – 4:15 pm. (10:30
actual registration; Light Brunch 11 a.m.) Sponsored by the
Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network.
Registration details: $30.00 ($20.00 before May 1st). http://
www.uujustice.org/womens-lgbtq-justice-stronger-togetherconference/
You can also call 248-549-5170.
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Arena at Thunderbowl Lanes Presents
PRIDE Night 1st Thursday of Each Month
4200 Allen Rd, Allen Park
313-928-4688

$10.00 Entry Fee includes Unlimited Free Bowling
Shoe Rental 250 ft Video Wall Great Music
Free Pizza
(full menu items also available for purchase)
$7.00 Coors Lt Pitchers
$2.25 Domestic Bottles
$3.00 Shot Specials
(please drink responsibly)

Thursday, May 2nd 7 p.m.—Midnight
Private Room and Private Entrance
Come as you are! Meet new Friends
Billiards, Bowling and More
All included in your $10 Entry
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.





Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions
You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

Chicago
July 5-9, 2019
Registration details
available early 2019
Register for the 2019 DIGNITY/USA Conference at: www.dignityusa.org

Dignity Detroit 45th Anniversary
Dinner Dance
Saturday, May 18, 2019
Tickets: $50.00
(table of eight for $350.00)

Guest Speaker: Deborah Drennan
Chief Executive Officer, Freedom House
Park Place, 23400 Park Street, Dearborn, MI 48124
6:00 p.m. cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres

7:00 p.m. dinner

Please drink responsibly

Deadline: Sunday May 12, 2019

Tickets available now!

NO tickets available at the door
Ticket order form
Name: ______________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________
No. of tickets @ $50.00: _______
Total enclosed: $ ______
Please mail to: Dignity Detroit, P O Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068

