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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic
Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration
of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate
fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Dignity
Detroit
offers
community outreach for our
less fortunate brothers &
sisters at the Capuchin Soup
Kitchen in Detroit.

Calendar of Events
May
1st- 6th Sunday of Easter
8th- Feast of the Ascension

Our volunteer participation
needs your help on the 2nd
and 4th Friday of each month
between 3:30 - 6:00p.m.

14th-(Saturday) 42nd Anniversary
Dinner/Dance
15th- Pentecost
Anniversary Mass
Dignity Council Meeting

For more information see
Michael Frontiera

22nd- Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
29th- Solemnity of the Body & Blood
of Christ

Frankly Speaking
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Pride Celebrations
Our current Community Involvement chairperson, Michael F.
Tabaczynski, is looking for volunteers to assist with this year’s
Pride Celebrations. Ferndale Pride is scheduled for Saturday, June
4th beginning at 1 p.m. Motor City Pride at Hart Plaza is scheduled
for Saturday, June 11th and Sunday, June 12th (NOTE: Dignity Detroit will participate on
Sunday, June 12th only).
If you can assist with booth set-up and/or tear-down or staff the informational table for
an hour or two at either (or both) PRIDE Celebrations that would be absolutely fabulous!!
Please contact Michael if you are interested in assisting with these PRIDE events.

Council Elections
On Sunday, April 18th, at the General Membership meeting, Glenn Crane was elected
President and Dave Cutting elected Treasurer for two year terms each beginning on
July 1, 2016. There was no candidate for the office of Social Chairperson. Per our
constitution, Glenn and the new Council will appoint a new Social Chairperson shortly
after taking office on July 1. The election took place at the General Membership
meeting since no office was being contested.
There was a second candidate for President, but the individual’s membership in
Dignity Detroit expired on February 1st and was not renewed by the March 1st deadline
(as specified in our constitution).
A big thank you to Denise, Tom and Ross for serving on this year’s Election Committee.

McGee Community Project
As you hopefully read in our previous newsletter, there was a fundraising effort underway
to transform the corner of Wyoming and West McNichols into a beautiful plaza with brick
pavers, concrete benches and artwork. To qualify for a matching grant, $38,250.00
needed to be raised. We are very pleased to announce that total amount raised was
$43,700.00 of which Dignity Detroit donated $250.00. With the nice weather finally here,
we should start to see the transformation begin soon.
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Community Directory
It is time to update our Community Directory. If you currently have information in the
Directory and there are no changes, you need take no action whatsoever. If you would
like to have information published in the Directory, we have included a Directory Form
with this newsletter on page 5. Supply only the information you feel comfortable sharing
with the other individuals whose information is listed. Finally, if you would like your
information removed from the Directory (either some of it or all of it), fill out the form
with just your name and check “delete” in the upper left hand corner of the form. Forms
are due back by Sunday, May 22nd and the new Directory will be published and distributed
by May 31st.
Keep in mind that only those individuals who have information published in the Directory
will receive a copy of the Directory.

March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle
Our recent March Madness/Spring Fling Raffle is officially in the books. The final report has
been filed with the Charitable Gaming Division of the State Lottery Department.
Congratulations to Ann, Paul and Sr. Barb, this year’s winners.
With the generosity of so many of you, we were able to raise a total of $1,151.00. As we
stated from the very beginning, at least one-half of the proceeds from the raffle would be
donated to the IHM South African AIDS Ministry Outreach Program. However, the Council
decided that instead of just sending $575.50, we would bump the donation to $750.00. We
know that the funds will be put to very good use.
Again, thank you to everyone who made the raffle successful!!!

The Dignity Young Adult Caucus is sponsoring its biannual
Leadership Conference, scheduled for July 29-31 in
Chicago. This conference brings together an energized
group of young adults from across the country to be in
community and develop leadership skills. This is also a wonderful opportunity for
individuals without a home chapter to meet fellow members and nonmembers. For more information, visit https://dignityusa.org/dyacretreat
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A number of years ago, I sat in the congregation of a pretty somber church on the feast of
Pentecost. Like well-trained Catholics we all rose and sang the “traditional” opening hymn that
many churches sing on Pentecost: Come, Holy Ghost. Now, mind you, the church was filled with
people—young, old, and everything in between. You would have thought that by sheer numbers
we could have raised the roof with our singing. Wrong! This was the most lackluster group of
people with the most pathetic singing I had ever heard. It was Pentecost—the day the Holy Spirit
came upon the Apostles and filled them with energy and enthusiasm and here I was among the
group that somehow got missed!
The presider for this particular liturgy was a middle-aged non-conformist (hippie, really) who
wore pastel clerical shirts, red pants or jeans, and either sandals or tennis shoes under the more
traditional alb and chasuble. Despite the overall somberness of the music and congregation, you
could always count on a great homily from this man. You could tell that he prayed over the
Scriptures and took great care in preparing for liturgy. This was his one big chance during the
week to somehow reach into his congregation’s hearts and souls and he wanted to leave a lasting
impression. Today, the feast of Pentecost, would be no different.

At the point of the homily, he stood in front of his community and
asked, “Who has a birthday today?” No response. Not one raised
hand. No one yelled out, “I do Father.” He was incredulous; he
stared at us in disbelief. “You mean to tell me that no one has a
birthday today?” Still, no response. Then he began to sing. “Happy
birthday to you. Happy birthday to you. Happy birthday to you, and you, and you, and you, and
you….” And while he was singing he was pointing to individuals in the community. I sat there
just watching the folks in the pews who were probably thinking, “How do we inform the Bishop
about this one?”
When Father finished his joyful birthday tune, he gazed out over the community and proclaimed
in a booming voice, “It is Pentecost, the birthday of the Christian Church. We are that Church
and so it is our birthday and we should celebrate!!” Father went on to explain more about the
Apostles and how they went out and spread Jesus’ message, but the significant point that I took
with me is that we should celebrate because we are the Church. Celebrate that Jesus trusts us
enough to carry on the message, celebrate that we have the freedom to worship as we choose,
celebrate the Holy Spirit working in your life! Happy Birthday to each of you!

Claudia
4

May 2016, Volume 42, Issue 1

___Addition
___Change
___Delete

Dignity Detroit Community Directory
The directory will only be shared with individuals who
fill out this form.
Please feel free to share as much information as you wish.
Name(s): __________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________
please designate if cell or home number
E-mail: _________________________________________
Birthday(s) (month/day): __________________________
Completed forms may be placed in collection basket, given to any council member
or mailed to us at:
PO Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Deadline for submission is Sunday, May 22nd.
The directory will be distributed by May 31st.
If you would like to be removed, please write only your name and check
“Remove” in the upper left corner of this form
The next directory update will be November, 2016.
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00 pm in Sacred Heart Chapel
at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming

Dignity Detroit meetings:
Our meetings are open to all
Council Third Sunday every month @ 4:30 pm

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: 313-278-4786
E-mail: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
We are a 501 (c) 3 organization

General Membership Third Sunday of January, April, July and
October, immediately after mass.

Is your membership expiring
soon?

DignityUSA:
P.O. Box 376
Medford, MA 02155-0376
Phone: 800-877-8797
E-mail: info@dignityusa.org

Dignity Detroit offers community outreach for
our less fortunate brothers & sisters at the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit.
Our volunteer participation needs your help on
the 2nd and 4th Friday each month between
3:30 - 6:00pm.

You can renew by logging on to the
Dignity/USA website. If you don’t
have access to a computer, renewal
packets are available on the back
table in the Chapel for you to mail
in.
Anyone who cannot afford the $50
membership is encouraged to see
any member of council for the
confidential Angel’s Fund program.
All you have to do is ask!

Please see Michael F. if you can help.
Thank You!!!

Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com
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