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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are
affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.
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Friends, it is that time again to start thinking of
how you can be of greater service to your
Dignity Detroit community. Currently the
Council is without a Social Chair, which we
would like to fill. Council members and others
have helped set up and tear down the after
mass socials, but it would be great if someone
would volunteer and take on the coordination
role.

As mentioned in the
church announcements
in previous weeks, to be
eligible to run for a council position you
must be a member of DigntyUSA by
March 1, 2017.

In addition, our annual elections will take place
in May.
Vice President, Secretary and
Community Outreach positions will be up for re
-election. Your help is greatly needed and
appreciated.

Remember to turn in your Madness
Raffle tickets as the drawing is fast
approaching—it is for a very good cause
and provides a chance to win some $$.

If you have any questions, please see a
member of Council.

Community Outreach

March:
 1st—Ash Wednesday; 7pm Service
 5th—First Sunday of Lent

 12th—Second Sunday of Lent
 19th—Third Sunday of Lent
 26th—Fourth

Sunday

of

Lent

Dignity Detroit offers
community outreach for our
less fortunate brothers & sisters
at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen
in Detroit.
This volunteer
program has been in place for
many years and is an important
opportunity help out in our
local community.

Our volunteer participation
needs your help on the 2nd
and 4th Friday of each
month between 3:30 6:00p.m.
For more information, see
Jim R. who organizes this
event!
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Benefits of the Dignity Detroit Membership
In the last two newsletters, a summary of activities of Dignity USA, and service and charitable activities of Dignity
Detroit are a reminder that membership in Dignity USA/Detroit, provides benefits to the local community, and far
beyond. This month, let’s remember the various activities and events that benefit all, whether members or not, (and
remember that there is often a cost to put these on that may exceed any fee asked of participants).


Weekly Liturgies
 We are the only DignityUSA chapter that holds weekly services presided over by a priest in a Catholic



















church. Costs include rent of chapel, payment for musician (s), articles used during Mass (wine, hosts,
candles, linens, vestments), cost of seasonal decorations, stipends for presiders, organ repairs, sound
system/microphones and more.
After Mass Socials
 While some volunteers bring refreshments at their own expense, others request reimbursement. Paper
goods, water, utensils are provided by Dignity Detroit.
Monthly Birthday Cakes
 Dignity provides the delicious, expertly decorated cakes to celebrate members’ birthdays each month.
Social Activities
 While we have not had as many of these recently, in the past, several activities were planned and anyone
could attend, like Drag Queen Bingo, Theater in the Park, Noel Night, the DIA. This past Fall, more
than 30 people attended “The Book of Mormon”, thanks to arrangements for a group rate by a
member.
March Madness Raffle
 Held each February and March—see page 3 for more details about this important fundraiser.
Annual Anniversary Dinner Dance
 The cost of tickets is set at an amount that most members can afford. Some tickets are provided gratis
in appreciation to presiders or those who could not afford to come otherwise. Ticket price includes
dinner, open bar, decorations, DJ. Depending on the proceeds of the auction, the celebration may cost
more than ticket sale revenue.
Annual Anniversary Mass
 We love to have many of our presiders concelebrate, and have additional musicians. This adds expenses
to Dignity Detroit, but this is a special occasion.
Mass on the Grass/Social Event
 The main dish is provided by Dignity Detroit, along with ice, paper goods, water, and participants bring
sides, etc.
Thanksgiving Pot Luck
 The main dish (turkey, gravy, etc.) is provided by Dignity Detroit, as are paper goods, water, coffee,
tablecloths, etc.
Annual Retreat
 The costs of the retreat include the facility, retreat director, décor, handouts, breakfast and lunch,
snacks, beverages. While a fee is charged, it often does not cover all expenses. No one who wants to
come is turned away, despite their ability to pay.
White Elephant Auction/Pizza Party
 This is a fundraiser for Dignity Detroit, however, pizza, pop, salad is supplied, as well as paper goods,
etc. Unless someone covers that expense as a donation, the cost is deducted from the proceeds.
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Council has once again decided to hold a
March Madness raffle on Sunday, March
26th. The three prizes will be cash awards
of $500, $250 and $100. As usual, we are
asking everyone, members and non-members
alike, to take one book of 30 tickets to sell
or purchase. If you sell or purchase all
thirty tickets, you need only turn in $25.00!
Tickets have been distributed, but extra
books of tickets are available—if you need
more! The drawing will be held during the
after-Mass Social. Proceeds from the raffle
will be IHM South African AIDS Ministry
Outreach Program.

Communication
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March 1st
Ash Wednesday—Mass at 7PM

March 9, 16, 23, 30 (see below)
Lenten Prayer/Dialogue & Potluck
March 26th
March Madness Raffle
May 20th
43rd Anniversary Dinner
May 21st
43rd Anniversary Mass Celebration

Corner
Lenten Opportunity

All are invited to participate in this year's Lenten simplepotluck-supper and prayer/dialogue sharing on the
theme of "Becoming Who You Already Are." The 5-week
program is based on readings from Thomas Merton, Catholic monk and
writer. We will gather on five Thursdays of Lent, March 9 - April 6, at 6 p.m., in
Marygrove's Employee Lounge located on the lower level near the west
door. Please RSVP if you haven't already by March 1 with either Sr. Barb
(bbeesley@marygrove.edu) or Dave Cutting (dtwdave@gmail.com) so we can
have materials for you.
May we each experience a wonderful renewal whatever our preparation for
Easter 2017.
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How to Join or Renew your Membership
DignityUSA changed the membership renewal process and now will only send out renewal
forms via email (unless you don’t have a email address on file with them). We know sometimes this type of email can get lost in the many daily emails that each of us get.
We have had many questions lately on the process on how to renew your membership or even
join DignityUSA/Dignity Detroit for the 1st time. Given the confusing process, we thought
that we would provide a step by step illustration on how it takes place.
Please see Page 5 for these steps and please remember to keep your
membership

ACTIVE...

We once again sponsored our contest to name a theme for our annual Anniversary Celebration. Our 43rd Anniversary celebration will take place the weekend of May 20-21. The
four (4) theme submitted were: The Mission Continues; Love First; Everyday Disciples and
What’s Old is New Again. Before voting began, the names of those who submitted the
themes were removed so the selection committee had no idea who submitted what. And the winner is: Everyday Disciples submitted by Claudia. The Anniversary Committee would like to thank Claudia, as well as Barb
S., Rich H., and Tom S. for their submissions as well!
Claudia submitted the following rationale behind her submissions: Did you know that our Dignity Community
consists of moms, dads, grandparents, godparents, children, doctors, nurses, architects, CPA’s, business executives, actors, artists, social workers, IT professionals, bakers, psychologists, teachers, musicians, activists, veterans, professors, and students? (I’m sure I missed a few, too!)
Yet, every week, when we walk through the doors of the chapel, those titles and jobs that sometimes seem to
define us, are left behind and we are clothed with Dignity. If the truth be known, we are all ordinary Christians
who do our best every day to live out our Baptismal call. Strengthened by community, communion, and companionship we dedicate our lives to transforming our world as Everyday Disciples.

Planning has begun for our 43rd Anniversary Dinner Dance celebration. We will once again gather at Park Place
in Dearborn on Saturday, May 20th. If you are wondering how you can help, it is really quite simple. If you are a
business owner or a frequent shopper or patron at a favorite store or restaurant, we are looking for donations
for our Silent Auction and Raffle that will be part of the evening’s festivities. If you think you can help, please
contact Frank D’Amore at frankdamore@dignitydetroit.org and the appropriate paperwork
(including the critical tax ID) will be sent to you or we can contact the business on your behalf.
We thank you in advance for any help you can provide.
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How to Join or Renew your Membership
Step 1Visit the www.dignityusa.org website

Step 2Click on the word “Give” noted in
Red on the left
- or Type in

www.dignityusa.org/page/give

Step 3Click on the area
that says...

Step 4Your are now on the Join—Renew webpage
and are ready to input your information.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask a member of Council!!
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Important Links
www.dignitydetroit.org

www.marygrovecollege.edu

www.dignityusa.org

www.ihmsisters.org

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening at
6:00pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel at
Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Contact us at:

Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558

Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit@yahoo.com

Our meetings are open to all
Council Third Sunday every month @ 4:30 pm
General Membership Third Sunday of January, April, July
and October, immediately after mass.

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

