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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality
with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

SAVE THE DATES:
46th Anniversary Celebration
Dinner Dance: Saturday, May 16, 2020

Anniversary Liturgy: Sunday, May 17, 2020
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For Your Reference
The financial information usually contained in this space
will return once a budget is adopted by Council.

August








4th — 18th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
11th — 19th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
18th — 20th Sunday in Ordinary
Time; Council
Meeting 4:30 pm in
Gathering area
25th — 21st Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All names
of new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the National
Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put in a hat and one
individual will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a member or have
simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed
memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join

We had no new members or renewals for June……….
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Dignity National Meeting,
July 5 – 7, 2019
Six Dignity Detroit members (4 of
whom are Council members)
attended the recent 50th Jubilee
Dignity USA Conference in Chicago.
The theme was “True to Ourselves,
True to the Spirit”. It was a great
experience being with other like-minded Catholics from around the USA
and even some participants from the Global Network of Rainbow
Catholics from Brazil, Africa and other countries, who held their
international meeting prior to the Dignity USA Conference. There were
pre-conference sessions on Aging with Dignity, Women of Dignity,
Transgender Support and other sessions directed at caucuses within the
larger organization.
The actual conference began on Friday afternoon, with a welcome,
prayer service (we did lots of praying and singing!) and a Keynote
Address by Mary Hunt. Mary is a feminist theologian and co-founder of
the Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual, (WATER). She is
extremely qualified to speak on the topic “And the Truth Shall Set You
Free: Dignity’s Gift to the World”. I had read articles by her, and
downloaded some of the monthly rituals she and her partner, Diane Neu,
produce, but I had no idea she was so funny. Optimism was a common
element of this conference. Friday’s theme was “Celebrating our
achievements, prophets and hope”. There was a History Exhibit, a video,
“In Our Own Words – 50 Years of Dignity” on the history of Dignity, and
the memorial video remembering members who had died since the last
Conference, including our own Mary Black. The history video, key parts
of which took place in Detroit, can be found at https://www.dignityusa.org/
page/our-own-words-50-years-dignityusa.
Following this, the young, or young at heart retired to a dessert reception
with live Chicago style entertainment. We sampled the desserts but
succumbed quickly to travel fatigue.
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
Saturday began with morning prayer, and then the Membership Gathering and
Organizational Report, and the report-out of the “Response to the Spirit”
reflection documents we participated in submitting over the last two years.
Kind of a really big General Membership meeting! There was a Bylaw revision
to add Caucuses to the official membership categories of Chapter and
Individual Members, and how they fit into voting. Then the national leadership
reported on ways the organization had advocated within the Church and public
square for transgender individuals, most recently in rebuttal to the recent
Vatican document erroneously describing “gender theory”. Dignity USA has
also spoken out for terminated GLBTQI church workers, “conscience clauses”
promoted through the USCCB and the Trump administration which allow
people to discriminate against LGBTQI persons in medical care, adoption
services, etc., denial of sacraments, burial, and the definition of “family” by the
ultra-right. Dignity USA was visible at World Youth Day, the 2018 World
Meeting of Families, LCWR and AUSCP assemblies (national religious
community and priests’ organizations), speaking out for local church issues
when needed, creating relationships with supportive bishops like Bishops
Stowe, McElroy, and others. The Metropolitan Community Church and Dignity
USA are the only pre-Stonewall organizations still in existence.
The national officers, who we met when they visited our Detroit chapter last
year, reported on their areas to the membership. Linda Roberts gave a
comprehensive, transparent and understandable financial report. They have
streamlined the number of their financial institutions to two and redid
investments to achieve a 4% ARR, among many achievements. One grant
which contributed to operating income was not renewed, but they are pursuing
others, and a re-review of their rejected application. Measures to reduce
expenses are underway. They are working to create opportunities to donate
via Facebook from non-members, allies, LGBT Catholics who read postings
and other social media strategies. They have a talented person in this role.
They are also recruiting volunteers in this way. They plan to recruit board
members and future officers with the needed talents as opposed to the “warm
body” strategy. Some of these ideas are helpful for the future of our chapter, as
well, and Dignity USA IT person, Logan Bear, has been helpful to us in the
redesign of our website.

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4
The Dignity USA financial campaign to the members was very successful.
Names of all donors were in the program booklet and it was great to see so
many Dignity Detroit members’ names in it, as well as our chapter full page
ad. I will bring the program booklet to Mass so you can see your names in
the book. The Saturday afternoon “Visioning” session, based on “4 Great
Ideas” generated during the chapters’ reflections over the last two years
was introduced, to be further worked ion n the afternoon.
The “4 Great Ideas” which are potential priorities for the future, that arose
out of the several submissions were:
1.

Be the go-to voice for LGBTQI Catholics

2.

Provide for the faith communities of the 21st Century

3.

Focus on education and be the go-to authority and resource for the
reform of the Church

4.

Be the leaders needed to sustain our movement and take us into the
future.

Lunch followed, and several awards were given. Special Anniversary cakes
were cut and shared. We heard from the national (outgoing) Vice
President, Lauren Carpenter, who also came to Detroit. It was so great to
be with so many energetic people, on the same page as we are! After
lunch, the second Keynote address was given by Urvashi Vaid, an attorney
and organizer, whose writings I read years ago in the Advocate and other
publications. She is a published author and has her own company that
works with global and domestic organizations to advance equity, justice
and inclusion. You may know her better as the wife of Kate Clinton, the
comedienne. For someone with such august qualifications and experience,
she, too, was able to keep us laughing during her talk, “No Separate
survival: Winning Justice for LGBTQI people”. I guess without a sense of
humor, we would have all given up long ago.

Continued on page 6
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After this keynote, participants were invited to sit at tables for one of these
topics listed above with people also interested in that topic. The exercise
sounded scary and reminiscent of many awful work “exercises” but the
facilitators did a great job of coaching us through the process and we
submitted many sticky note responses on flip charts in three waves of
questions. We used some electronic voting and response collection tools
which made it fun. There were no wrong answers! All were submitted to
the national leadership to process after the conference. We’ll be hearing
more once all the responses have been reviewed.
Saturday ended with dinner by our group, and there was a dance that
evening for the whole group, but, the lure of the Cheesecake Factory next
door was too much for our group.
Sunday morning began with the communal Eucharistic Liturgy. All the
prayer services were enhanced by a 30+ voice volunteer choir, and the
Mass was uplifting and beautiful. Hearing 300 plus people singing and
participating with all their hearts was an unforgettable experience. Some of
our group members were volunteer Eucharistic Ministers. Leaders and all
of us were commissioned to go forth and build the future. But, there’s still
more… a concluding brunch was held, which included an address by
national president Chris Pett, and newly elected Vice President, Meli
Barber. We said goodbye to new and old friends and were invited to the
2021 Dignity USA Conference in San Diego. Since our contingent paid for
this conference themselves, this may not be possible, but anyone
interested can pre-register at a discount now.
The conference was energizing, illuminating, and for a few of us who won
national raffle prizes, financially rewarding!

Carolyn Shalhoub

Page 7

August 2019

Volume 45

Issue 3

Retreat Information
Since there are two upcoming retreat opportunities available for
our community, Dignity Detroit will not be sponsoring a retreat this
Fall.
Fortunate Families will be having a retreat on September 14 at
Christ the King Parish in Detroit. This wonderful day retreat will
end with mass by Father Vic (one of our priests for Dignity). If you
receive our newsletter electronically, the registration form will be
sent in a separate e-mail. In all instances, a flyer and registration
is attached to this hard copy.
Also, the Saint Mary's (Ann Arbor) GLBT group will be hosting a
retreat at Manresa November 23. Details about times and
registration will be coming!

Our Annual Mass on the Grass will take
place on Sunday, September 8th. Fr. Guy
will be in town from Brazil and will be the presider for our
Liturgy. At the conclusion of our Liturgy, our end of Summer
potluck will take place. Once again, Dignity will provide the main
entrée. Dust off your favorite picnic recipe to bring. Sign up
sheets will be available on upcoming Sundays.
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“Church Chat”
This is my first column as your Vice President/Liturgy Coordinator. I plan to
include one in each Newsletter. As I have often said – “Everyone is entitled to
my opinion!” This isn’t exactly my first rodeo as I was Chair of the Worship
Commission for several years at St. Alexander Parish. In that role, I scheduled
and trained lectors and SME’s, planned seasonal and holiday liturgies and
decorations. I was in the choir for several years. My training at Sacred Heart
Major Seminary (Certificate Program in Pastoral Ministry) included courses in
scripture, liturgy, theology and ecclesiology. I also had the opportunity to take
summer week-long courses at the University of Notre Dame with our pastor, Fr.
Jim Wright, and other parish members, and other conferences like that
sponsored by the National Pastoral Musician group. We learned together in the
Worship Commission, as we explored the documents from Vatican II and used
the information from those and other references in our liturgical planning and
articles for the parishioners in the Sunday bulletin. Decisions we made were
not always universally popular, but we tried to explain why we made changes.
There was the time we decided that we needed “Hospitality Ministers”, not just
the current ushers, and that there was no reason women could not serve in
this role! That was when I got my nick name – “Ms. Who does she think she
is”. In time, the ushers stopped glaring at me and we became good friends.
I am thinking about a few ideas for our Dignity Detroit community. We have an
advantage over the parish, as persons in our community have served in
ministries for many years, and several people have had seminary or other
training, and there is a firm foundation of theologically sound principles that
support our practices at Mass. We owe Claudia, Frank, our music ministers
and others for this, and should not take this for granted. I would like to convene
a liturgy committee to help with planning and decorating for seasons and
holidays, training new ministers and overseeing the nuts and bolts of the
Sunday and other liturgies. I don’t expect we will meet really often – maybe 4
times a year, with the first one in September. If this sounds like something you
would like to be part of, let me know at Mass, or at my email,
carolyn.shalhoub@prodigy.net. I’m not as young as I was when I was at St.
Alexander’s, and we are a smaller community, which means we need
everyone’s help to continue and succeed.
I look forward (with some trepidation) to serving you and our community in this
capacity.
Carolyn

Page 9

August 2019

Volume 45

Issue 3

Page 11

August 2019

Volume 45 Issue 3

Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.





Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions
You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Ken Wojciak

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.

Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

