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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality
with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

At this time of year especially, we are reminded
to give thanks. How many people actually give
thanks only before a meal or when a situation
we are in improves in a positive way? Typical
human beings spend more time in prayer asking
God for something: a new job, a healthy loving
relationship, good reports from a medical test
that was performed. How much time do the same typical human
beings spend THANKING God for what we already have? Giving
thanks also reminds us of how much we do have. Human beings are
prone to want more. We tend to focus on what we don’t have. By
giving thanks continually we are reminded of how much we do have.
When we focus on blessings rather than wants, we are happier. When
we start thanking God for the things we usually take for granted, our
perspective changes. We realize that we could not even exist without
the merciful blessings of God.

Thanks be to God!
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For Your Reference
Fiscal Year Budget Performance

YTD Budgeted Liturgy Support $2,974
YTD Actual Liturgy Support
$3,506
Over/(Shortfall)
$ 533

FY19 Year-to-Date Results

Kroger Community Rewards $44.82
Amazon Smile
$49.63
Total Community $$
$94.45
received

November


3rd — 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time



10th — 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time



17th — 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Council Meeting 4:30 pm in
Gathering area
24th — Feast of Christ the King



Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join

Our Winner for August: Carolyn
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“Church Chat” by Carolyn
I can hardly believe that we are in the last weeks, not just of this year, but of
the decade! (I heard someone say that on the radio and was shocked as
somehow that fact had escaped me.). They say that as we grow older, time
seems to pass faster. My theory is that each year that passes is a smaller
percentage of our life. When you are 5 years old, a year is 20% of your lifespan.
It has been a noteworthy decade, with the election of the first African
American president, the passage of marriage equality laws, invention of smart
phones, founding of Instagram, many, many mass shootings, Hurricanes
Katrina, Maria and others, and the resignation of Pope Benedict and election
of Pope Francis. At the moment, we are struggling to maintain our democracy,
illustrating sharply that elections have consequences, and voting is important.
We celebrated our Dignity Detroit 45th Anniversary this past May, while Dignity
USA marked 50 years. Every Sunday, we celebrate liturgy together at Marygrove
College, which, itself, has undergone many changes in the last few years, finally
closing the college, now only a graduate program, this December. So many
alumnae gathered not long ago to remember and celebrate all the good that
happened in those halls and in their lives. At the same time, a new beginning is
happening with the institution of “The School at Marygrove”, where eventually
pre-school to career education and training will create wonderful new
opportunities in Detroit.
Our community has been shrinking in the last few years. Those of us who
remain have less, or grayer hair (or are grateful to Lady Clairol), not as much
energy, but at least in my case, are grateful for our community. Maintaining our
liturgies, after Mass socials, seasonal decorations, and charity projects all take
time, effort, and money. I so appreciate all who have stepped up and
volunteered for these tasks in our recent Volunteer Commitment recruitment.
There is such a diversity of needs and opportunities that surely there is
something that is just right for each of our members. If you didn’t get a chance
to sign up, have no fear – there is still time!
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

While many advances have occurred for the LGBTQIA community in the U.S.,
there are still places where it is not safe to reveal to parents that a person is not
“straight”. Conversion therapy is still a “thing”, especially in some conservative
religious groups. LGBT persons cannot always use the restroom of their choice
in some states, cannot receive foster and adoption placements - including here
in Michigan, or be open to their employer, (especially if they are a Catholic
school employee), without fear of losing their job. The language used by our
own Church to describe us has not changed, and many do not feel welcome to
worship in Catholic parishes.
Recently, Fr. James Martin, SJ, who I have written about before, was received by
Pope Francis in Rome for a 30 minute private audience. Fr. Martin, as you may
remember, wrote a book about “Building Bridges” between the Church and the
LGBTQ community. He has rightly received praise for his efforts, but also
unspeakable ugliness online, especially from the Catholic “trad” members,
including from some of the culture warrior bishops. He made sure to share the
thoughts and struggles of our community with the Pope, who, while drastically
better than any pope before him, still has made some confusing statements
about sexual orientation and gender identity. The fact that Pope Francis received
him in the official way he did could be interpreted to say, “Lay off this guy – he
is OK.”
So, the last decade has been a very mixed bag, but all in all, I’m glad we are
where we are, and I am where I am – with all of you.
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Annual Christmas Giving Tree
Our annual Christmas Giving Tree will
be happening in mid-November/early
December.
Families have been
supplied by several of the Parishes
served by our Presiders on Sunday
evenings. Once again this year, we will
be partnering with Fish and Loaves Community Food
Bank to assist them with providing gifts for some of the
families served by the Food Bank. Your generosity will
help brighten the holidays for some very deserving men,
women, and children.

Community Directory
It is time to update our Community Directory. To
add your information, remove your information or
change your information, please complete the last
page of this newsletter and submit the form by
November 17th. Thanks…………...
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen
We will be continuing our volunteer efforts at the
Soup Kitchen located at 4390 Conner in Detroit.
Our next date is Friday, November 29th (Black
Friday). If you can help us out, please arrive
between 7:30am and 7:45am. Breakfast is served
at 8am. If you can join us, please respond to
Rich Heide (heiderm@udmercy.edu).Thanks!!!!!

Fall Retreat
Dignity Detroit members and Fortunate Families members are
invited to attend a one (1) day retreat being sponsored by the
LGBTQI community of Ann Arbor. The retreat will take place
on Saturday, November 23rd at Manresa Retreat Center in
Bloomfield Hills. The facilitator for the retreat will be Fr. Jim
Gartland, SJ. The cost of the retreat is $25.00 (not finalized
yet) which includes lunch and materials. The day will end
with Liturgy at approximately 4 p.m. To register, please visit:
bit.ly/2019-lgbt-retreat
Questions? Email us! stmarys@umich.edu
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World AIDS Day Service
World AIDS Day, December 1st, falls on a Sunday this
year.
There will be a special commemorative Catholic service at
SS Simon and Jude Catholic Church beginning at 10:00
a.m. The church is located at 32500 Palmer Road
Westland, Michigan 48186.
Complete details can be found at the parish website:
www.stssimonandjude.com
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Words of Wisdom

Mary Hunt on the State of the Global LGBTI
Catholic Movement
The following keynote address was delivered by Mary Hunt at the Chicago
Conference this past July.
Good morning; buen dia; Guten Tag;
Bonjour; Happy 4th of July. It is a
pleasure to be together on this U.S.
holiday. Where I live, in Maryland near
Washington, DC, we always have a
funky parade with Girl Scouts and
politicians, animal rights advocates and
steel bands from Trinidad and Tobago,
people pushing lawn mowers in
precision drills and folks in wheelchairs
moving along the route. Unlike what
President Trump will do in Washington
downtown with tanks nearby when he is expected to coopt this holiday for
political purposes, my neighbors use this day to celebrate our diversity as a
country. It is in that spirit that I wish you a Happy 4th of July.
I offer gratitude to Dignity USA for hosting this event and to the Global Network
of Rainbow Catholics for inviting me to be part of it. I am grateful to the
Carpenter Foundation and to Dignity DC for their generous funding. Let me
thank Miguel Diaz and Bryan Massingale for our collegiality as we bring our
various voices into the conversation.
Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 9

I want to make one simple point: The damaging Roman Catholic theology about
sexuality creates a clear and present danger to the well-being of millions of
people. It cannot be wished away or simply ignored. It must be dismantled and
replaced by love-centered, sex-positive, community-grounded, and justice-driven
pastoral and theological resources that we the people are developing together. I
will address how.
I begin with a font of wisdom, the late Audre Lorde, an African American lesbian,
who wrote, “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House.”
Catholic theology is in this no-way-out situation. The traditional sources of
institutional theology are inadequate to provide the foundations for a 21st
century moral theology. Lorde stated, “ What does it mean when the tools of a
racist patriarchy are used to examine the fruits of that same patriarchy? It means
that only the most narrow parameters of change are possible and allowable.” In
our time, if we want small, incremental changes that work for a few privileged
people, then we can tinker with the institution’s theology. But if we want, as I do,
a wholesale rewrite that welcomes all to the table without distinction of sexual
orientation, gender identity, marital status, or any other particularity, then we
need new tools and new people who are not masters but colleagues.
Power and authority are the crux of the matter. Simply put, who gets to say what
is of God and on what basis do we take them seriously? Our church, at the macro
level, operates with impunity when it comes to theology. Proclamations that do
not bear the faintest resemblance to the contemporary experience of good
people living loving lives are common. Church authorities with power exert
pressure on theologians, clerics, and the rest of us to comply. Negative economic,
social, and spiritual consequences result for those who refuse.
Continued on Page 11
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Continued from Page 10
Take the recent trial balloon from the Vatican Congregation for Catholic
Education entitled "'Male and Female He Created Them': Toward a Path of
Dialogue on the Question of Gender Theory in Education." It is an intellectually
embarrassing document that makes clear that the writers have no concept of
contemporary social and biological data on sex and gender, and even less
inclination to use them as foundations for useful moral theology. The proof is in
the footnotes—citations of John Paul II, Benedict XVI, Francis; references to
earlier Vatican statements and encyclicals. There is no mention of the sources
for other views of sex/gender even to refute them. This is far from the gold
standard in theology simply on methodological terms.
One could be forgiven for ignoring this document except that trans and intersex
people are written off as if they did not exist as we know them, robust and
respected members of our communities whose struggles we share. Moreover,
the negative consequences of this teaching are playing out in U.S. Catholic
schools. In the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, at least three Catholic high schools
have been pressured to fire teachers who are legally married to same-sex
spouses. A Jesuit school (Brebeuf) because of its autonomy refused and is now
not considered ‘Catholic’ by the Archdiocese; a diocesan-owned but Holy Cross
brothers/fathers-run school (Cathedral) fired a teacher rather than lose not only
its Catholic name, but also its 501(C)3 status as a tax exempt educational
institution, meaning it was threatened with closure; and a diocesan owned and
run high school (Roncalli) fired its staff person despite widespread community
outcry. All of these cases of institutional theology written and imposed without
concern for real people’s lives have negative educational and economic
consequences for those fired and their families. Members of the school
communities are scandalized and ashamed of such treatment in their names,
but they are powerless and without authority to do much to change the
situation except take their money and leave. We have to change this power
dynamic that dictates that integrity is only for those who can afford it.
Continued on Page 12
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Continued from Page 11

The good news is that there are many and varied theological resources by
Catholic writers (see hand out) to construct new theological paradigms. There is
also much insight to glean from Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and other
scholars and activists whose traditions are grappling as ours is with what it
means to live rich and full lives in postmodernity given what we now know about
the fluid, dynamic, changing, and diverse dimensions of human sexuality and
gender.
A great new resource is a recently published New York Times study of 5000
people who responded to the question: “Tell us who you are: We want to know
how you identify yourself.” The answers are wonderfully diverse with lists of
words most common to various generations—from gay/lesbian/straight/queer in
the baby boomer generation to bisexual, gay, queer, and especially non-binary
for Generation-Z people. The New York Times writer Dan Levin concludes: “The
words they use tell us that ‘the human experience is infinite.’’ Our task is to
develop theologies together than take account of this reality.
We Catholics say that God, the divine experience, is infinite. Now we know that
our experiences are infinite too when we see ourselves as one human family and
not as finite individuals. Far from eroding our human uniqueness, this
understanding makes it more and more clear that humankind is “made in the
image of the divine,” which is to say that taken together, we, too, are infinite.
Catholics call God ‘love,’ and we say that the Gospel mandates of love and justice
are humankind’s common threads. Imagine if we were to promote moral
theologies that focused on love and justice, including the right to sexual
pleasure, rather than focusing on the gender constellation of those involved and
whether their love making is procreative. That new theology is our work. It will
not emerge from tinkering with statements about how a male God created Adam
and Eve.
Continued on Page 13
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Continued from Page 12

Fortunately, we have myriad resources from feminist and now queer studies in
religion that, like other liberation theologies, include the data of the social and
biological sciences as resources. These writings, especially from women and
people of color, project an inter-structured analysis that takes racism,
xenophobia, climate change denial, war, and economic injustice as seriously as
sex/gender issues. Biblical resources are key to such new theologies, but only
when the texts have been subjected to a thorough-going hermeneutics of
suspicion so that they are understood in the various contexts of contemporary
faith communities.
Those in power and who claim theological authority will not give it up easily.
Showing the limits of their arguments and the absurdity of their making them is
a good first step. The institutional Roman Catholic Church is imploding with
literally hundreds of priests discredited, many bishops under a cloud for covering
up illegal behavior, cardinals resigning, and one holed up in prison in Australia
awaiting appeal. On what authority do these people and their colleagues speak
in the name of God? Not that we have any more claim, but I am proposing an
overhaul of the way we do theology, not simply a replacement of the people
who do it in the traditional way. Clergy are welcome to join us but they have no
privileged place in the work. I think of theology as a team sport. I suggest we play
like the US women’s soccer team, but as a global team.
I conclude my current favorite example of this approach in which many people
are involved given their experience, commitment, and common sense.
Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School in Washington, DC, is run by the
Salesian Sisters of the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary. These educators
came into conflict with Roman Catholic institutional theology—some of their
alumnae have married women. It is the custom of this school to publish the
happy news of unions in their alumnae magazine. Faced with this new reality—
the public nature of legal same-sex marriages—the school had to decide
whether to discriminate against their own lesbians or reject the Church’s
discriminatory policies.
Continued on Page 14
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The school’s decision to publish information on same-sex marriages was made
and announced by Monastery Superior & President Emerita, Sister Mary
Berchmans Hannon, VHM. In a May 2019 letter to alumnae she wrote:
“As a professed Sister of the Visitation for 67 years, I have devoted my life in
service to the Catholic Church. The Church is clear in its teaching on same-sex
marriages. But, it is equally clear in its teaching that we are all children of God,
that we each have dignity and are worthy of respect and love. I have been blessed
to live my vocation here at Visitation, where I have welcomed and come to know,
respect, and love thousands of unique, intelligent, passionate, and faithful
women, each made in the image and likeness of God.
As I have prayed over this contradiction, I keep returning to this choice: we can
focus on Church teaching on gay marriage or we can focus on Church teaching on
the Gospel commandment of love. We know from history - including very recent
history - that the Church, in its humanity, makes mistakes. Yet, through the grace
of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, it learns and grows. And so, we choose
the Gospel commandment of love.
Beginning with the fall issue of our alumnae magazine, we will publish news of
our alumnae’s same-sex unions, along with all updates our alums choose to share
with their classmates.
We reached this decision as a school and Monastery leadership after much
prayerful consideration and thoughtful dialogue. We welcomed - as we always do
- the respectful, earnest, faith-filled comments of several community members
who contacted us directly. We encourage each of you to reach out to us when you
have a question or concern. We all can grow through these courageous
conversations.” I say, Amen, Sister.
Continued on Page 15
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In this case, you have an example of a theological method for our work in our
respective communities around the world. After all, Sister Berchmans is in her late
80s, so she has rich life experience, and she lives in community so she hears many
views. She sees the contradictions between what the institution teaches on the
basis of its perceived power and authority, and how good people live in her midst.
She educated these girls after all. She can read church history and see how wrong
the church has been on slavery, usury, science, among other themes.
So after “prayerful consideration and thoughtful dialogue” she and her colleagues
opted for “the Gospel commandment of love.” They model a way forward.
The Archdiocese of Washington, DC expressed its disappointment that they had
not been consulted but could do little else. Their Cardinal Theodore McCarrick is
laicized and in exile; their Cardinal Donald Wuerl tendered his resignation with
over 600 not-so-flattering mentions of his name in the Pennsylvania Grand Jury
findings on sexual abuse and coverup as well as later revelations that he personally
received money from a corrupt bishop of West Virginia who squandered millions in
diocesan funds, and that he lied about what he knew when. The Archdiocese was
not, shall we say, in much of a position to contradict an octogenarian nun who
decided to publish news of lesbian marriages. Let us have some sense of
proportionality in all of this.
Let us also note that wealthy, well established schools like Georgetown Visitation
and the Jesuit school in Indianapolis continue their work unimpeded in large part
because of their privilege, because they can afford to do the right things in
institutions that they own. But the goal of our work is to make that kind of
integrity possible, affordable for all. So let us take up our theological tasks with
plenty of resources, a serious commitment to listen and learn to contextualized
experiences, and an equally firm resolve to let love and justice flourish. I am in. I
am on the team. Are you?
Thank you.

Mary E. Hunt
July 4, 2019
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at the School at Marygrove.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

SAVE THE DATES:

Dignity Detroit 46th
Anniversary
Celebration

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

Dinner Dance:
Saturday, May 16, 2020
Anniversary Liturgy:
Sunday, May 17, 2020

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com
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Dignity Detroit Community Directory

Add

___

The directory will only be shared with individuals who
submit this form

Remove ___
Change ___

Please feel free to share as much information as you wish.
Name(s): __________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________
please designate if cell or home number
E-mail: _________________________________________
Birthday(s) (month/day): __________________________
Completed forms may be placed in collection basket, given to any council member or mailed
to us at:
PO Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558

Deadline for submission is Sunday, November 17th.
The directory will be distributed by November 30th.
If you would like to be removed, please print only your name and check “Remove” in
the upper right corner of this form
The next directory update will be May, 2020.

