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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Cath-
olics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their 

sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 
     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

What an interesting Holy Week and Easter it was.  I spent more 

time in front of  the television watching either Mass for the Shut-

ins, the Liturgies from Saint Patrick Cathedral in New York or 

Saint Peter Cathedral in Vatican City.  I am not complaining by 

any means.  It was interesting watching the various services 

alone without any interruption due to the quarantine issued by 

Governor Whitmer.  I actually enjoyed the services and got a lot 

out of  them for the first time in a long time….BUT HOW I 

MISSED MY DIGNITY DETROIT FAMILY.  Our future still is 

in limbo and likely will remain that way until the quarantine is 

lifted and we are able to meet with Bishop Battersby.  Until that 

meeting takes place, I promise you that I will continue to keep 

you posted on any events, letters, e-mails or meetings that take 

place so that each and everyone of  you knows everything I know. 

Please continue to keep Council in your prayers as we trudge 

through this mess. 

                                                                    Thanks………….Frank 

 

P.S. New Date for Dinner/Dance on Last Page 
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May 

   3rd — Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

 10th — Fifth Sunday of Easter 
        

   17th — Sixth Sunday of Easter; 
                    Council meeting at 
          4:30 using Zoom 
 24th — Ascension of the Lord 
 

 31st — Pentecost 
                  

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

Our Winner for March:   Larry  

      

For Your Reference 

   Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support     $8,920 Kroger Community Rewards   $  80.18 

   Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support          $9,878 Amazon Smile            $  62.34 

   Over/(Shortfall)                                        $   958     

                                                                                   Total Community $$ received   $142.52  
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From: Peg O'Shea  
Date: April 21, 2020 at 7:55:42 AM EDT 
To: Dave Cutting, Mary Jane Herb  
Subject: Dignity Detroit Donation 

 
Dear Dave and all at Dignity Detroit, 
 
Thank you for your letter which was forwarded to me today from Jane Herb 
IHM President telling me the news of Dignity Detroit's generous donation of 
$1,500.00 (or R28,000.00+)!!  I am so grateful as I was not sure that we 
would be able to continue our project here since donors are now struggling 
with the economic effects of the Covid-19 pandemic. Thank you. 
 
I myself, and all our preschool staff, have been in lockdown for the past 
month (and there are predictions that the quarantine will be extended as the 
expected peak in South Africa is not until August!) It is a time for the whole 
world to re-evaluate what really matters and to realize that many many 
people live their whole lives in poverty. 
 
Still, it was sad to close our preschool for the poor - hopefully, temporarily 
after 20+ years - but the good news is that we are continuing our monthly 
HIV/AIDS Support Group, one on one, during the lockdown. The 70 people 
will see their neighbour-nurse this Thursday and Friday one at a time for 
consultation and support and they will get a full cooked meal to take home. 
They are all HIV+ and poor; many are older people. They are all very grateful 
to you. 
 
My heart is heavy over the Archbishop of Detroit's decision to exclude Dignity 
Detroit from the Marygrove Mass. I quote the Scripture: 'Jesus wept'.  
 
Please pray for us in South Africa as we will for you in Detroit and beyond.  
 
Gratefully, Peg O'Shea IHM and HIV/AIDS Team (Roshni Singh, Pratish 
Singh, Mavis Cele) 
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General Membership Meeting  Re-Cap 
 

We held our Quarterly Membership via Zoom.  We had 35 

people on the call.  Although there were a few minor 

hiccups, all went well. 
 

One of the items one the agenda was the election of the 

new Council officers for July 2020—June 2021.  Since there 

was only one candidate for President and Social, a motion 

was made and the constitutional requirement for mail-in 

ballot during the month of May was set aside.  Elected to a 

two year term: 

President:  Frank  

Social:  MaryLou 

There was no candidate for Treasurer, however Barb S. 

accepted an appointment to serve on Council as Treasurer.  

For the first time in many years we have a full contingent of 

Officers serving on Council. 

The remainder of the meeting was a discussion our 

situation with the Archdiocese.  We are still awaiting our 

meeting with Bishop Battersby to be rescheduled due to 

the Stay Home, Stay Safe directive by Governor Whitmer. 
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My Lockdown Story 

 

 

What an unusual time we are collectively experiencing! Since the last 
newsletter, we have lived through the last weeks of Lent, Holy Week, 
Easter as well as a few weeks of warm spring weather and also cold rain 
and a bit of snow. Some of us have had solo birthday parties, Zoom 
family Easter dinners and participated in Mass via Facebook Live. Some 
of us are working more than ever because we are in “essential” jobs 
while others have more time on their hands than they would like, even 
after spring cleaning and sorting those boxes of photos. Some have lost 
friends or family to Covid 19. Will we remember the days when doing the 
grocery shopping required “pandemic drag”? And toilet paper (and hand 
sanitizer and flour) became impossible to find? And will we ever feel 
comfortable hugging and shaking hands again? And how and when (or 
if) will our lives be “normal” again? There are still a lot of questions that 
will need to be answered first, including the elephant hanging over our 
community of our future Dignity Detroit model.  

What is your story of this time? What have you learned? Are there parts 
of the way life was before that you really don’t miss? Things that will be a 
priority going forward? New habits? This pause gives us all a chance to 
evaluate how we have spent our time and energy. We get a redo that 
many who unfortunately succumbed to the virus didn’t.  

 

A group I am part of met by Zoom recently and did an exercise by writing 
without stopping to correct, etc. using one of the following prompts:  

 When I feel my spirit sinking, I… 

 My hope for the world is… 

 When I am alone in my house… 

 If I could work one miracle I would… 

Continued on Page 6 
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 When I feel a dampening down of my hopes, I.... 

 What I have appreciated about the lockdown is... 

 The hardest thing about the lockdown is... 
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 Covid 19 has forced changes that ironically, are helping the  
environment is… 
 

 

I wrote about the generosity I have witnessed in people donating 
meals to frontline workers, PPE, putting hearts and rainbows in their 
windows and so many other heart-warming things. I also wrote about 
the people at the other end of the scale that make me shake my head 
with sadness and anger at their selfishness and lack of care that what 
they do potentially causes harm to others. Maybe, in what may be the 
last weeks of complete shutdown, you might do the exercise for 
yourself. And keep it to remember this once in a lifetime experience. 
Feel free to share your lockdown story with me, if you like… 

 

Carolyn 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at the School at Marygrove.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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SAVE  THE  NEW-
DATES: 

Dignity Detroit 46th 
Anniversary  
Celebration 

 

Dinner Dance:   
Saturday,  

October 17, 2020 

 

Anniversary Liturgy:   
TBD 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjfoq3al7TfAhUBXq0KHUwZBWsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkindercommentary.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F05%2F11%2Fthe-churchs-response-to-the-lgbt-community-ex-gay-ministries-and-beyond

