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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.

Frankly Speaking

To date, we have had two Scripture/Communion services at
Marygrove (July and September). In August, we visited SS. Simon and Jude in Westland to
celebrate with Fr. Gerry his 40th Anniversary of Ordination as well as his retirement. All
things considered, attendance at these three events was not too shabby.
We are also in the process of reaching out to our membership, especially those whose
membership expired on, or before, September 1st. The results of this reaching out process
has shown some positive outcome.
Many of us are frustrated as all heck with the Catholic Church and especially with the
hierarchy here in Detroit --- understandably so! Although Dignity Detroit has its roots in
Catholicism and Catholic social teaching it is important to note that we are aligned with
DignityUSA and like our national organization We believe that gay, lesbian, bisexual,

transgender, queer and intersex Catholics in our diversity are members of Christ's mystical
body, numbered among the People of God. We have an inherent dignity because God
created us, Christ died for us, and the Holy Spirit sanctified us in Baptism, making us
temples of the Spirit, and channels through which God's love becomes visible. Because of
this, it is our right, our privilege, and our duty to live the sacramental life of the Church, so
that we might become more powerful instruments of God's love working among all people.

To be precise, we acknowledge church teaching, but we do not agree with it.
Along with that, Dignity is also a support group that ministers to the LGBTQI community of
Metropolitan Detroit. There is strength in numbers and now is not the time to leave
Dignity. For the last 46+ years we have been there for those who have needed us. Many
have come and gone, but several have stayed with us for many, many years, and we are
grateful.
We continue to face struggles with the church and her local leaders, and it is proving to be
extremely emotionally draining for the Council. We still need your prayers and support.
Please do not turn your backs on Dignity now. While we here in Detroit wrestle with
continuing on, DignityUSA continues to work on our behalf in many other areas and support
is needed there. Please remember to keep your membership current; $10.00 of your
membership dues come back to Detroit, and the remaining $50.00 stays with DignityUSA to
fund their work.

Frank
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For Your Reference
Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support $1,000.00 Kroger Community Rewards
Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support
$ 915.00 Amazon Smile
Over/(Shortfall)
$ 85.00
Total Community $$ received

$ 00.00
$ 26.83
$ 26.83

October


4th — Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time



11th — Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time



18th — Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Council meeting at
3:30 in gathering area; General Membership meeting after
our service



25th — Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
NOTE: The membership process is in going through a transition
period. Once things are back to normal, we will resume our contest.
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Care For Creation
Pope Francis has declared that the days between the World Day of Prayer for
Creation, September 1, 2020 and the Feast day of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4,
2020 will be the Season of Creation. He asks that individual believers and
communities reaffirm their personal vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank
God for the marvelous world entrusted to our care, and ask pardon for “sins
committed against the world in which we live.” What are some ways we can do
this?
1. As individuals and families we can address the ways we are a “throwaway
culture”. In our daily lives can we identify ways we can use reusables instead
of disposables? Use coffee mugs and water bottles, cloth or reusable bags at
the store (if cloth, wash after using now with the COVID), recycle what you
can, which has also been complicated by COVID. If we can identify just one
thing to do it will help.
2. Educate ourselves. One resource is an educational program “Befriend the
Wolf ” from the Catholic Climate Covenant which reflects on our vocation as
stewards of creation. Visit bit.ly/CCC-BTE to access this resource.
3. Thank God for the handiwork which is our world. Our food comes from the
earth, so if we can take a moment before we eat to say a brief thanks, it is a
reminder.
4. We need to ask God’s pardon for our “ecological sins”; examining our
conscience as to what we could do better in this area, and doing some act to
offset it. Using disposables like plastic baggies, cutlery, paper plates are a bad
habit of mine. It is amazing (in a bad way) to see the amount of trash I haul

to the curb in just a week! Packaging is a huge contributor too.
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
We have seen the ways in which nature has been changing for the worse: millions of
acres, including homes, have been destroyed by forest fires out west, more hurricanes
than almost any other year, with ensuing flooding rain, and the season is only a little
over half done. They ran out of the letters of the alphabet to name them and now
are using Greek letters. Arizona had the hottest summer ever, and Death Valley
registered a temp of 130 degrees, the hottest ever. The ice in the Antarctic is melting
from the bottom up and millions of metric tons have been lost. The same is true in
the Arctic. Glaciers are melting at record speed. As ice melts, the water level around
the world rises, putting low lying areas and islands at risk. As the ocean water warms,
it creates more and stronger hurricanes. All governments and peoples need to put
real effort to slowing the warming of our planet. It really is the number one issue,
getting worse while we struggle with COVID.
Fall is such a beautiful time of year in Michigan. We just had the Fall Equinox on
Tuesday, September 22. In early fall, the days are still pleasantly warm and evenings
cool. No need for air conditioning or heat! Maybe we can deliberately spend some
time outdoors, relishing this season, and either sitting in the peace and quiet or
taking a walk, noting the beauty of the spot we live and thanking God.
Carolyn

In honor of Ruth Bader Ginsberg:
“Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief.
Do justly, now. Love mercy, now. Walk humbly, now.
You are not obligated to complete the work, but neither are you
free to abandon it.
(interpretive translation of Talmudic texts)
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From New Ways Ministry, 9/18/20
Pope Francis has received a group of Italian parents with LGBT children, who presented the pope with the
Italian edition of a new book filled with the stories of such Catholic families. An English edition of the book
is due to be released by New Ways Ministry in October.
The audience between Pope Francis and forty representatives from the Italian group Tenda di Gionata
(Jonathan’s Tent), which supports parent with LGBT children, occurred Wednesday at the Vatican. Religión
Digital reported:
“Pope Francis greeted them warmly and, at the end of the audience, the vice president of the association,
Mara Grassi, together with her husband gave [the pope] a copy of Genitori Fortunati [Blessed Parents].
The volume synthesizes the ecclesial experiences, often very hard, that lesbian and gay Catholics have had
to go through.
“Along with these testimonies, the association has also included letters with specific requests and
criticisms of the treatment [LGBT people] received by the Church, which has forgotten or stigmatized the
LGBT community. ‘The Church does not exclude them,’ Francis replied. ‘It loves your children as they are,
because they are children of God.'”
“As Avvenire.it has published, the association gave the Pontiff a rainbow t-shirt with the words ‘In love
there is no fear’ (1 Jn 4:18). Francisco smiled upon receiving it, a moment when Grassi highlighted the
‘deep harmony that we will not forget.'”
One LGBT representative from Tenda di Gionata said they could not have imagined ever meeting with
Pope Francis given the “painful journey” that so many LGBT Catholics of faith have endured. Grassi
told Avvenire.it further:
“Our association wants the Church and families with LGBT children to be in dialogue. Taking a cue from the
title of the book we presented to him, I explained that we consider ourselves lucky because we have been
forced to change the way we have always looked at our children. What we now have is a new gaze that
has allowed us to see the beauty and love of God in them. We want to create a bridge with the Church so
that the Church too can change its gaze towards our children, no longer excluding them but welcoming
them fully.'”
The book, Genitori Fortunati (translated as “Blessed Parents”), was published earlier this year, as Bondings
2.0 reported. Founded by Fr. David Esposito, La Tenda di Gionata is a project of the larger Italian LGBTQ
faith group Progetto Gionatta (Project Jonathan). The group also released a video of parents’ testimonies,
available here with English subtitles. Although only 31% of Italians attend church regularly, about 83% of
Italians identify as Catholic.
In October, New Ways Ministry will release an English edition of the book, titled Blessed Parents: Italian
Stories of Catholic Families with Lesbian and Gay Children, in partnership with Progetto Gionata. The
English language version will have a foreword by Francis DeBernardo, New Ways Ministry Executive
Director, and an afterword by Sister Jeannine Gramick, SL, New Ways Ministry Co-Founder. It will also
include English language resources for Catholic parents of LGBTQ children.
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Fr. James Martin recently gave a virtual talk at Weber Center on the
campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters, which Sr. Pat Soltesz,
IHM, was kind enough to share with me. The subject of our
situation with the Archdiocese came up, as did that of the group
formerly called “Fortunate Families”, and the firing of the music
minister by the Archdiocese after 36 years at St. John Fisher. Father
Martin was very sympathetic and encouraged the group. He has
been all over the US speaking on bridge building between the
official Church and LGBTQ+ persons. His conclusion is that, like
the book described in the New Ways Ministry article, it is stories
that convert the heart. Hundreds have told him their stories. It got
me thinking – I know that many of us have written to the
Archbishop or Bishop Battersby. What if we compiled our stories
and sent the compilation to them? Not how angry we have been
(and still are, speaking for myself…) but the story of how we got
from realizing we were different to reconciling our sexuality and
gender identity and our Catholic Faith? Or in the case of our
beloved allies, how they got where there are today? Let me know
what you think of that idea.
Carolyn
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Giving Tree 2020
This year, our giving tree will take on a new
look. We are partnering with St. Christine
Outreach Center based at Christ the King
Catholic Church.
Their request is quite simple. They will be
collecting Meijer Gift Cards to be distributed to those in need.
The gift cards should be at least $25.00, but feel free to increase
that amount in $25 increments. You can bring the cards to our
next Scripture/Communion service on Sunday, October 18th
(which also the date of our next General Membership Meeting).
As always, we appreciate your generous support of those less
fortunate than ourselves.
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

47th Anniversary Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 15, 2021
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 16, 2021

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

