
  

 

January 2021 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with 
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in  all aspects of life within the 

Church and Society. 

 

The Work of Christmas Begins 

When the carols have been stilled, 
When the star-topped tree is taken down, 
When family and friends are gone home, 

When we are back to our schedules 
The work of Christmas begins: 

   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 

   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, 

   To share our gifts, 
   To seek justice and peace for all people, 

   To bring Christ’s light to the world. 
- by Michael Dougherty, a variation on Howard Thurman’s ‘When the Song of the Angels is Stilled’ 

 

https://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikiwand.com%2Fen%2FHoward_Thurman&t=ZDk4ZWRjMGNkYjAyYWZjYjdmZWNkMDg4ZjQ3ZjJhY2UxZWE5NzIxZixsdnU3ZDB5Mw%3D%3D&b=t%3ASiYpCWuW_r2O3JzqO0Wo1A&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.philipchircop.com%2Fpost%2F136760987232%2Fthe-work-of
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     3rd — Feast of the Epiphany 
 
   13th — Baptism of the Lord 
 
         

   17th — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time; Scripture/Communion Service at 
                      Marygrove; General Membership Meeting following Service 
 
 

   24th — Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   31st —  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

NOTE:  The membership process is going through a transition period at 

the National Office.  Once things are back to normal, we will resume our 

contest.  WE ARE GETTING VERY CLOSE TO RESOLVING THIS. 

      

For Your Reference 

   Year-to-date Budgeted Support  $ 2,500.00  Kroger Community Rewards  $  Report Quarterly 

   Year-to-date Actual Support       $ 4,652,00  Amazon Smile                    $  26.81                                                     

   Under/(Over)                             $ 2,152.00   

                                                                          Total Community received     $ 26.81  
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It is the new year! We have waited for 
this changing of the calendar in the 
hopes that the new year brings better 
days. We will have a new President, 
Joseph Biden, a strong woman of 
color as VP, and, hopefully, a new 

Congress that will not obstruct his every attempt to make government work 
for everyone. The COVID 19 vaccine has begun to be distributed to front line 
health care workers, and we can expect, during the first half of 2021, to 
everyone, with the most vulnerable getting it first. It will be a while before 
there is enough immunity in the population to be able to do the things we did 
before, like gather in groups, eat in restaurants, etc. without risk. It is not 
known whether people who have received the vaccine can still spread the 
virus, so it is the mask and social distance thing for the foreseeable future. 

The new year always brings with it a kind of clean slate, and we can set 
different priorities, resolve to do things that are good for our health, our 
relationships, and our social and spiritual affinity groups. I hope that includes 
pledging to participate in our Dignity Detroit community and the activities that 
are planned, as renewed possibilities reveal themselves in 2021. I hope that 
you will join the groups that will attend Mass at the churches of our presiders, 
when that is safe and possible. I hope that you will tune into the Zoom prayer 
services we are holding while it is not prudent to gather together in person. I 
hope that you will volunteer to help with these services as a lector, liturgy 
planner, technology expert or other needed participant. I hope that when we 
host social activities on Zoom, you tune into those too. The goal is to provide 
a chance to visit, share needs or thoughts, or just laugh together. When we 
can’t see each other in person, at least we can see that we are still alive and 
let each other know we care what is happening. We are fortunate that there 
are such electronic means of communication that were not available before. 
When we are able to gather in person in the chapel, I hope you will attend, 
and help with those services too. It is a lot different now without a priest 
presider, and a set liturgical program, but just because the Archdiocese pulled 
the plug on that part of our community’s worship, it certainly has done nothing 
but make even stronger our bond with Jesus, and each other.  It has freed us 
to prepare services that relate more closely to our community.  

        

Continued on Page 4 
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I hope that you have found ways to pray and connect with the holy throughout 

this extraordinary time. There are a variety of live-streamed masses from all 

over the country. I have found those from Gesu at 10:30 am on Sunday 

(Facebook live), St. Peter and Paul Jesuit (11:00 am on Sunday, Facebook live) 

and Christ the King (Zoom, get the link from the parish web site) to be very 

good. I attended an Advent service from Christ the King like that. The Cathedral 

livestreams Masses and Rosaries and you can get links from their websites. 

Many parishes have upped their tech game and have livestreamed services. It 

would have been bleak indeed if we did not have these services since last 

March! I have been part of prayer services presented by the Women of Dignity 

and Dignity New York and others. There is bible study (Sunday readings) with 

Fr. James Martin every Friday at 3:00 pm on Facebook live. Terry Gonda, the 

musician fired from St. John Fisher, has developed a ministry site called The 

Servant’s Entrance which has a Facebook site and website where people 

gather for prayer and song. We need to be strong in our relationship with Christ 

to be able to discern what opportunities there are in our present circumstances. 

We have a new bond with the former local Fortunate Families group which is 

called “Families with Dignity” and has become a caucus of Dignity USA. They 

want to support us and be supported by us. 

So, Happy New Year! Tell us what you are thinking, as we go forward, and offer 

to help. Your Council cannot do everything. The past year placed a great strain 

on us, emotionally and physically. In some ways, having the Archbishop 

question our group’s faith was a way of shaming us (again). We have nothing to 

be ashamed of, and so the coming year will be an opportunity to prove that in 

how we come together and do what needs to be done.  

Thanks for all you have already done, and see you soon, in person, or on the 
screen! 

 

            Carolyn 
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Staying connecting during Covid-19 

 

Early in the beginning of the Pandemic I needed connections with people. So, I 
reached out to the Social Work Departments at U of Mich in Ann Arbor and 
Wayne State Social Work and our  Area Aging Senior Center Downriver Detroit.. 
They directed me to the following resources: 
 

1.  Well Connected: A Covia Community for Seniors in San Francisco.  
  - "a phone and online community offering activities, education, friendly 
conversation, and an assortment of discussion and support groups to older 
adults all from the comfort of home. . .  Some offerings include writing a poem, 
virtual travel and art museums, meditate, conversations that count, learn a 
language, a way to connect and engage with others every day across the 
country.  Well Connected is a Community Service of Covia and is free of charge 
to all over the age of 60. It is accessible to low vision and blind participants. 
Materials are available in large print, Braille, and audio. A catalogue can be 
obtained online or by calling and they will put it in mail - the Fall 2020 ends Dec. 
31. You can register and begin connecting any time for most programs. 
 

       coviaconnections@covia.org                  covia.org                       (877)797-7299 
 
 2.  University of Michigan Medicine:  
Geriatrics Center -Turner Senior Wellness Program (TSWP) at the Turner 
Resource Center is a vital learning, health, and wellness programs enhancing 
quality of life for older adults and their families- provides high quality, low cost 
or free wellness programs - healthy living lectures, healthy cooking 
demonstrations, exercises. Now on Zoom or on line. 
 
delandm@med.umich.edu    1.734-998-9354    Google: Turner Senior Wellness 
Programs 
 
 

Continued on Page 6 
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3.  Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at the University of Michigan 

Online programs and groups for connecting and learning with professors from the 
University of Mich and other University Professor in MI.  
 
I am enjoying a series of 6 lectures called "1619 the Consequences of Slavery" based 
on the articles from the New York Times 2019 Fall series which are also now 
podcasts.  After the lecture is a free Zoom conversation on the topic. 
Join OLLI for their December Calendar and register. 
"Osher Lifelong Learning Institute - where learning never retires." 
 
These learning resources and conversations keep me connected socially and mentally. 
 

Patricia Soltesz,IHM 

Families with Dignity Update 

Monthly meeting. Twenty-three members joined us for our meeting on Sunday, Nov. 22. 

Logo.  The four extant designs for a logo linking us with Dignity were distributed to the FWD 
leadership team for comments and a vote on preference. The vote favored 

Design 2, a circle  logo with our name centered on the top arc, “A Caucus of Dignity USA” on 
the lower arc, surrounding the large central D.  

Sensus fidei talk and discussion. Sister Helen Marie Burns, RMS, spoke to our general 
membership in November on the meaning of sensus fidei (sense of the faith) in Catholic 
teaching and tradition, and on its relationship with primacy of conscience and the role of 
public dissent.  

We considered Sister Burns’s talk, as well as her answers to the questions and comments 
that followed, especially important in light of our mission in a field of moral thought and 
agency that carries a burden of dissent from current Church teachings on sexuality. Just as 
straight Catholic married couples have disagreed with Rome on the issue of contraception, 
we work for change in the area of God-given differences in sexual identity.  

 

                                         Continued on Page 7   
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Mission to Catholic high schools. Three members of the leadership team are preparing to 
approach selected Catholic schools to (1) learn whether or not they have policies and/or 
programs to help ensure that LGBTQ+ students are safe, feel safe, and are visibly included 
and welcome in all school activities, sports, and groups, and (2) to offer resources and 
assistance that would enable schools lacking such accommodations to develop and 
implement them. A starting date sometime in January is planned. Prep work is ongoing. 

 

Jim Gerardi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you and yours a New Year filled  with 
good health, great happiness and good fortune! 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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47th Anniversary Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

              Saturday, May 15, 2021 

Worship Service:   

              Sunday, May 16, 2021 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

