
  

 

February 2021 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with 
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in  all aspects of life within the 

Church and Society. 

46th/47th Anniversary Celebration 

The Leadership team did not really want to do this, but the 
circumstances dictate otherwise. 

Although Covid-19 vaccines are finally being rolled out, we do not 
think that everyone will be vaccinated by May.  Nor do we believe 
that all restrictions on gatherings will be lifted by that point.  It is for 
these reasons, and the one stated below, that we are postponing 
our Anniversary Celebrations.  

While securing a venue and DJ are the easy tasks that must take 
place in planning such an event, the big challenge is our Silent 
Auction.  Contacting individuals and businesses and seeking 
donations might prove to be more difficult than in the past.  The 
pandemic is obviously affecting everyone, individuals and 
businesses alike. 

We are announcing that our combined 46th and 47th Anniversary 
celebrations will now take place the weekend of October 2nd/3rd.  
Our traditional Dinner/Dance will occur on Saturday, October 2nd.  
Our Scripture/Communion Service will occur on Sunday, October 
3rd. 



  

 

Page  2                     February 2021                Volume 46   Issue 9 

       

         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     7th — Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   14th — Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
       17th  -  ASH WEDNESDAY —- 6:30 pm Liturgy at Marygrove with St. Peter  
                     Claver faith community including sprinkling of ashes. 
 
         

   21st — First Sunday of Lent; 6 p.m. Scripture/Communion Service at  
                     Marygrove;  Council Meeting at 4 p.m. at Marygrove 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

Winner for December:  Jim B. 

      

For Your Reference 

   December Actual Support           $ 1,806.24           Kroger Community Rewards  $  26.24 

   December Actual Expenses         $ 1,177.44           Amazon Smile Rewards          $   0.00                                                     

   Over /Under                               $  +628.80                                                      

                                                                                   

                                                                                   Total Community received     $ 26.24  

NOTE:  The above titles have been updated to   

              better explain the numbers being reported. 
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How can it be February already? I just 

hauled the Christmas decorations down 

to the basement (which is undergoing a 

purging that will probably take the rest 

of  my life). The best part of  January was 

Inauguration Day. It went off  without a hitch, (a worry after the January 6 

insurrection) and celebrated what is best about our country and its people – 

diversity of  race, gender, age, even sexual orientation. I hope you heard our young 

poet laureate, Amanda Gorman recite her original poem, “The Hill We Climb”.  If  

you haven’t had a chance to watch it, I’m sure you can find “Celebrating America”, 

the 90-minute program hosted by Tom Hanks and capped off  by a terrific 

fireworks show, on-line. It was so uplifting with every performer and group 

featured. Personally, the virtual celebrations were able to include many more 

“regular” Americans than the traditional ones, with parades and balls that catered 

to a select few.  I was able to attend an on-line prayer service the evening of  1/19, 

sponsored by Catholic Democrats, and a Mass on the morning of  1/20 celebrated 

by Fr. Thomas Reese, SJ. Both were attended by people from all over the country. 

The new administration, and our country, need our prayers – and our patience. So 

many things are in an emergency state that it will take some time to straighten 

them out. It is good to see Dr. Fauci smiling again, and not having to watch his 

words to avoid being fired. There will be many challenges ahead, and it is our job, 

too, to climb out of  the fear and bitterness that marked the last four years and 

contribute to a more just and kind world for all, in ways we do not yet know, and, 

no doubt will present a challenge.  

I hope that by now, at least some of  you have received at lease one dose of  the 

COVID vaccine. At this writing, I am still trying to make an appointment 

somewhere. Things will not return to any sort of  “normal” until a good 

percentage of  people are fully vaccinated and, even then, the vaccine does not 

mean you can’t get COVID, just that you won’t be as seriously ill. I heard that it 

will be autumn before people under 65 will be able to get the vaccine. Fr. Reese 

noted, at the virtual Mass, that those over 65 and vaccinated will need to step up to 

serve the public, until the younger people receive their shots. The pandemic 

presents a challenge for in-person gatherings, even now, almost a year later.  

 

Continued on Page 4  
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Continued from Page 3 

 

It was the second Sunday of  Lent of  2020, that was our last regular Mass at 

Marygrove. We are about to enter the Season of  Lent in 2021 on Ash Wednesday, 

February 17. I don’t know about you, but it has felt like Lent every day since mid-

March 2020. We have had to “fast” from our usual sacramental celebrations, holy 

days, holidays. We had to give up hugs, dining out in restaurants, sports events, 

birthday parties, weddings and even funerals. The Amazon delivery person was our 

new best friend, and going to the grocery store was a challenge. Everything was 

different. We have had to learn new skills in order to participate in virtual gatherings. 

On the other hand, we have had access to groups and gatherings not limited by 

distance. For me, this was a blessing. Layered on top of  what the world was 

experiencing was the loss of  our regular worship resources (for Dignity Detroit) and 

meeting site and status for our Families with Dignity allies.  

So here we are, on the brink of  Lent, 2021. How will we pray, sacrifice and do 

penance this year, which has already asked so much of  us? Even the distribution of  

ashes must be different, to avoid COVID exposure. The Holy Father is 

recommending that ashes be sprinkled on the tops of  the heads of  the people, rather 

than on the forehead, as in previous years. So let’s take the first two weeks of  

February to really think about what type of  Lenten practices would be best for us, 

and the world. I don’t think giving up candy is going to do it. This past year exposed 

the legacy of  racism that lurks in society. Where has white privilege been part of  our 

upbringing? Maybe reading a challenging book on the topic would be a good Lenten 

practice. Is there a practice we could undertake to reduce our impact on the planet? 

Stop the use of  disposable plastic items? Many have been adversely affected 

economically in the past year. How can we be more generous to local charities that 

feed the hungry, like Gleaners, St. Christine Soup Kitchen or Forgotten Harvest? 

Freedom House, the Pope Francis Center and the Ruth Ellis center can always use 

our help. The “40 bags (of  donated items) in 40 days” works too – especially in my 

closets and basement! We will have some daily prayer and reflection books for those 

who like to use these. 

                 Continued on Page 5 
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Continued from Page 4 

As I come across lecture series or prayer occasions, I will pass the information 

along. They are just starting to filter across my email. Today, I saw that Dan Schutte 

is offering a self-directed virtual Lenten retreat with 18 video presentations and 

Zoom conferences accessible during Lent. ($100.00 – see Dan Schutte Music). 

There are always prayer opportunities offered by the IHM Sisters, and local parishes 

will be hosting virtual Lenten series. Let me know if  you are aware of  some at your 

local parishes so I can publicize.  

Lent is always an opportunity to make time and room for God in our lives. Let’s 

make the most of  it! 

Carolyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

At the direction of our Holy Father and due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
instead of the imposition of ashes on foreheads in the shape of a cross, 
ministers will simply sprinkle ashes on the heads of those wishing to 
receive them. 
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Families With Dignity monthly update for Dignity Detroit 

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021 
Name change. Now official. Articles of  Incorporation have been amended to include 
our purpose as an organization. This enables online contributions. We can now send out 
invitations for people to join FWD as dues-paying members. 
 

Logo. Through a vote of  the leadership team, we settled on an FWD 
logo design – a circular model with our name centered on the top arc 
and “A caucus of  Dignity USA” along the lower arc. 
 

School outreach committee. A letter to U of  D Jesuit High School president Theodore 
Munz, S.J. has been finalized and will go out around Jan. 15. It is an invitation to a virtual 
meeting with three FWD members (two from leadership) to discuss ways in which we can 
help the school with its diversity and inclusion policy for LGBTQ students.  

 

Collaboration proposal. We are discussing ways in which we can strengthen our mission 
by building relationships with other organizations, with existing networks, supportive 
parishes, and individuals not just in southeast Michigan but elsewhere as opportunities 
arise.  

     FWD members have pointed out that the publicity we received as a result of  expulsion 
from the Archdiocese of  Detroit – including prominent mention in a recent NCR article 
on major LGBTQ/Catholic issues of  2020 – holds out the prospect of  developing a 
wider perspective on our work and how it can be strengthened through collaboration – 
for example through a proposed newsletter that would be widely distributed. Earliest 
stages of  thinking; no plan yet. 

 

Dignity speaker at Jan. 24 meeting. Meli Barber, DUSA vice president, will be the 
speaker at our Jan. 24 membership meeting. She stands in for Marianne Duddy Burke who 
was unavailable that day. Meli will speak on what may be ahead for our organization as we 
work from an expanded national perspective. 

 

New book.  Amazon now has available the book Love Tenderly, a collection of  “sacred 
stories of  Lesbian and queer religious” featuring an essay by an FWD member who is an 
active member of  a religious order for women.  

Jim Gerardi 
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A Lent of Opportunity 
Fast from judging others; Feast on Christ dwelling in them. 

Fast from emphasis on differences; Feast on unity of  all life. 

Fast from apparent darkness; Feast on the reality of  all light. 

Fast from thoughts of  illness; Feast on the healing power of  God. 

Fast from words that pollute; Feast on phrases that purify. 

Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger; Feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; Fast on optimism. 

Fast from worry; Feast on God’s providence. 

Fast from complaining; Feast on appreciation. 

Fast from negatives; Feast on affirmatives. 

Fast from unrelenting pressures; Feast on unceasing prayer. 

Fast from hostility; Feast on non-resistance. 

Fast from bitterness; Fast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; Feast on compassion for others. 

Fast from personal anxiety; Feast on eternal truth. 

Fast from discouragement; Feast on hope. 

Fast from facts that depress; Feast on verities that uplift. 

Fast from lethargy; Feast on enthusiasm. 

Fast from suspicion; Feast on truth. 

Fast from thoughts that weaken; Feast on promises that inspire. 

Fast from shadows of  sorrow; Feast on the sunlight of  serenity. 

Fast from idle gossip; Fast on purposeful silence. 

Fast from problems that overwhelm; Feast on prayer that sustains. 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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46th/47th Anniversary 

                              Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

        Saturday, October 2, 2021 

Worship Service:   

        Sunday, October 3, 2021 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

