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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.





You may have already figured out that we will not be having a
March Madness Raffle this year. The pandemic has claimed
another victim. The handling of the tickets (mailing out and
mailing back in) as well as the possible financial impact on our
members caused by the pandemic were the two major factors
in our decision making process. The Raffle will return in 2022.
With respect to our Council Elections in April, we will be
electing a Vice-President/Pastoral Ministry Coordinator,
Secretary an a Community Involvement Chairperson. NOTE:
per our constitution any potential candidate for office MUST
be a dues paying member of the organization by MARCH 1ST.
Maybe this is the year you take that next step of involvement
in YOUR organization.
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For Your Reference
January Actual Support
December Actual Expenses
Over /Under

$ 1,547.17
$ 1,042.25
$ +504.92

Kroger Community Rewards $ 26.24
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ 0.00

Total Community received



$ 26.24

7th — Second Sunday of Lent —- 11 am Liturgy at Our Mother of
Perpetual of Hope (St. James Catholic Church on Woodward in
Ferndale)



14th — Third Sunday of Lent



17th - Fourth Sunday of Lent; Scripture/Communion Service at Marygrove



21st — Fifth Sunday of Lent



28th — Palm Sunday

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Winner for December: no new or renewed members
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I’m writing this on the Thursday
after Ash Wednesday, so Lent is very
much on my mind. And not just
because of the extremely generous
helping of ashes bestowed on Frank
and I at Mass with the St. Peter
Claver community!
Frank sent out some of the resources I discovered as possibilities and we
have included them in this newsletter too. For myself, I am always trying
to come up with a few things in the categories of prayer, sacrifice,
almsgiving and action, as only doing those things that make me feel
“religious” can be actually self-centered, and Jesus wasn’t too fond of
people who did that, according to the scriptures. I found a small book of
blank pages and wrote out my intentions, in the hopes that maybe this
year, I can focus on a few things and make some new good habits, and
not feel like I wasted Lent yet again. I know that God sees our efforts and
is pleased, despite the end results – or at least I hope that is true. Without
going too much into detail, I want to stop wasting so much time scrolling
through Facebook and Twitter and use the time to establish a habit of
contemplative prayer. It is only “Ash Thursday”, and I can tell you that
today did not go so well. It’s only 4:00 pm so…still time. 10:00 am is my
intended daily time. Tomorrow is another day. In the Resource list, there
are also many daily reflections that can be found in booklets or sent by
email. We are fortunate to live in a time when there is an abundance of
options, to suit any preferences. Fr. James Martin, SJ, has just published a
new book, Learning to Pray, designed for absolutely anyone, and, since
Amazon “delivered” the physical copy of the book on February 2, after
10:30 pm, “to a safe place”, the location of which is still unknown, I
reordered the Kindle version with audio. And the process for tracking
down an item classified as “delivered” which actually was not, is
Byzantine, to say the least. I have officially given up. Fr. Martin is hosting
a book club each Friday at 4:00 pm on Facebook Live.
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

Dignity was the beneficiary of Claudia’s generous gift of some copies of
the “Little Black Book” for those who like that resource. I am not the least
bit insulted that she bought the “Large Print” version. We have appreciated
this aid to daily prayer in years past.
As far as sacrifice – this past year has been one l-o-o-o-o-n-n-n-g-g Lent –
we have all been deprived of so much, it is hard to think about giving up
candy, etc. and maybe we should give ourselves a break on that category this
year. Maybe an alternative is to give up some of our time, and use it to call
or write people that would love to hear from us. I have a cousin in New
Jersey, who, when she calls, I know it will be two hours plus, and her (very
uncharitable on my part) childhood nickname was “Bora”. I usually just get
to say “uh uh” from time to time. The cousin made my list for this Lent. It
is important to me to maintain family connections as I have few close
relatives and she is a good person, and has been hinting that we haven’t
talked for a while. And lets make sure Sonja has a lot of cards and mail in
her new home, as visiting is off limits at this point. Ditto Sr. Mary Ann and
Sr. Therese in Monroe. There are a few more on the list of calls and cards.
As far as sacrifice, cutting back on Amazon orders couldn’t hurt, either.
Especially as I don’t always approve of their business practices. It is just so
darn convenient!
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

After the last year, one of the things I want to deliberately ratchet up my
sensitivity on is racial justice, including that in the Catholic Church. In the
Resource List, there are a few good books on that topic and there are many
more. PBS has run several good programs during Black History month. I am
hoping that the murders of George Floyd and others have finally moved us
when other events have not. Maybe we all had more time and were already
scarred by the pandemic last summer, and we finally paid attention. It was
inspiring to see people of all ages and races become involved. I was part of a
book club at Ascension Health for the book, White Fragility, by Robin Diangelo.
This is challenging reading, to say the least. It is painful to realize how much
privilege we have received just because of the color of our skin. It was really
tempting to push back and defend myself. It will take much more reflection on
the topic on my part.
Also in the “Action” category, I hope to continue the purge of my possessions
begun since the first of the year, and donate what I can to those in need. I
realize that I benefit by this proposed action too. There are still the two sets of
china, and 10 boxes of family photos – and so much more.
This isn’t in the usual category for Lent, but I think we could all use some selfcare. A walk outside on a nice sunny day, listening to our favorite music, taking
a nap, reading a good book, calling a supportive friend, burning a candle with a
lovely scent. In my opinion, God would not have made so many beautiful
things if God did not want us to appreciate them. And let’s not forget ice
cream! It may put us in a more generous mood.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from page 5

After our experience with the AOD throughout the last year, I find it hard to
spare the leadership any generous thoughts. The fact that I know that bitterness
poisons me more than it does them has not deterred me, at least not yet. Maybe
we can all pray this Lent to take care of our own issues and let God work on
them. And give thanks for our allies, organizations like Dignity USA, New Ways
Ministry, priests and religious communities who publicly support us, and bishops
in other parts of the U.S. who have signed the Tyler Clemente statement. I am

going to TRY.
Holy Week will begin before the end of March. May we have a Lent which
breaks open our hearts in a way to be able to fully .

Carolyn
.
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Families With Dignity monthly update for Dignity Detroit
February 12, 2021
Frank, many thanks for being with us at our meeting on Feb. 9. Your presence and that of
Carolyn Shalhoub confirmed the solidarity of our connection with Dignity Detroit, making it real
for our leadership team, and promising both growth and close collaboration going forward.
Linda Karle
Ruth Ellis Center. The leadership team is unanimous in approving collaboration
with Dignity in support of the Ruth Ellis Center, Detroit. This implies
consideration of financial support as well as other kinds of assistance that may be
proposed and agreed upon in the future.
Polarity training. Some FWD members are accessing the literature of polarity
training while group training in the technique is on the table as an option for the
future.
School outreach. Two Catholic girls’ high schools, Marian and Mercy, have
contacted us to convey their interest in our help with creating or enhancing
programs of acceptance and inclusion for LGBTQ students. Meanwhile, we’re
awaiting an answer to our letter to U of D Jesuit inviting school leadership to a
virtual meeting on the same subject. Other schools on our list are Cristo Rey
(Detroit), Loyola Jesuit (Detroit), and Catholic Central (Farmington).
Speaker invitation. We’ve contacted Brebeuf High School, a Jesuit institution in
Indianapolis that refused to fire a gay teacher when it was discovered that he was
married. The ensuing conflict with the Diocese of Indianapolis continues. We’d like
to have a school official talk about the experience to our general membership: how
events occurred, the rationale underlying the school’s position, and other
considerations that may be instructive to us in matters of relationship with church
authorities.

Jim Gerardi
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From St. Christine Christian Services:
December 31, 2020
Dear Dignity Detroit,
We were really touched with the generosity of your donation to our St.
Christine’s Christmas Program this year. 2020 was definitely a different
year but your contribution of $1600 to our program was truly significant.
Thank You!
As you know, our Christmas Program provided gift cards instead of
presents due to COVID and to minimalize personal contact for donors,
volunteers and recipients. We served over 160 families and 600 clients.
With your gift cards and those from other supporting parishes and
individuals, we were able to give each client a $50 gift card and an extra
$50 gift card per family. It was joyous to provide significant help to so
many families at Christmas with gift cards and food donations. Giving
Meijer’s gift cards allowed out clients to get what they needed for their
families at our neighborhood and supportive Meijer’s store on Grand
River in Detroit. With our ongoing Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry, we
try to be a beacon of hope and help for what was a difficult year for so
many, especially in our Brightmoor neighborhood of Detroit. You
donation truly helped.
Thank you so very much for your faithful support.
Wishing you a blessed 2021.
Maureen Northrup
Director, St. Christine Christian Services
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

46th/47th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, October 2, 2021
Worship Service:
Sunday, October 3, 2021

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

