April 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Wishing you a very
Blessed Happy Easter!
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For Your Reference
February Actual Support
December Actual Expenses
Over /Under

$ 475.02
$ 971.00
$ - 495.98

Kroger Community Rewards $ 00.00
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ 22.41
Total Community received



$ 22.41

4th — Easter Sunday



11th — Second Sunday of Easter; Saturday, April 10th; 4:30; St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Trenton —- see article on page XX



18th— Third Sunday of Easter; Scripture/Communion Service at
Marygrove; General Membership Meeting immediately
following the service



25th — Fourth Sunday of Easter

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!!

Page 3

April 2021

Volume 46

Issue 11

Critical Membership Meeting
We will have our Quarterly Membership Meeting on Sunday, April 18th
following the conclusion of our Service that evening.
This meeting is critical in the sense that Membership approval is required for a
funding appeal Dignity USA.
Also on tap will be the election of a Vice-President, Secretary and Community
Involvement Chair.
Finally, here will be an update on the future of Dignity Detroit at Marygrove.
Complete details will be discussed at the meeting.
This is your opportunity to voice your opinion on these critical issues. YOUR
OPINION DOES MATTER!!!
Please make every effort to attend the meeting if you feel comfortable being
out and about.
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Happy Holy Week! Happy Easter! Happy
Spring! Blessings to all of us members of
Dignity Detroit and Families With Dignity, as
we increase the pace to, hopefully, the end
of the pandemic and a return to at least
some of the activities of “normal” life. I hope
you have found a way to get vaccinated
through your county, health care system, grocery chain, pharmacy or any other way. I’d
feel even better if the daily case numbers were not as high as they are – 3,730 cases today
as I am writing this on March 19, 2021. Some countries in Europe are shutting down again,
as new and more contagious variants take over. Our vaccination rate in Michigan is 15% of
those age 16 and over, which is good, and appointments are getting easier to get as the
FEMA center opens at Ford Field and additional vaccine doses are made available. I think
we are on the home stretch here, as long as reasonable precautions are taken, since
persons fully vaccinated can still spread the virus and a small percentage of people are
getting it more than once.
So, what are you looking forward to most as a cautious return to familiar activities occurs?
I know many are looking forward to get-togethers with family and friends. It is especially
poignant for those with elderly relatives and friends in nursing care centers. A full year
without face-to-face contact when the family member is at advanced age can’t be
replaced, and came at great cost of social isolation for the elderly, especially those with
dementia. Nursing homes are gradually re-establishing visiting regulations with testing
and appointments. Our own Sonja is at Evergreen Health and Rehabilitation Center, and
many of us wish we were permitted to visit, however she is in quarantine until 3/25, I
believe. Cards are welcome and small items can be left in a basket at the door, labeled for
her. Prayers are especially welcome. Flowers were sent this week from her Dignity family.
Others of us can hardly wait to eat at a restaurant. I don’t know about you, but I am sick of
my own cooking (and the cleaning up). I’d love to get fish and chips as it is Friday evening
as I write this, but the thought of crowds and the reward of lukewarm fish and French fries
when I get them home has so far deterred me! I miss breakfast out too, though I have
occasionally ordered out at a local place. It’s just not the same! And I’d like to eat dinner
at some peoples’ houses! With real people! (You know who you are.) I miss movies in an
actual theater, but I must say that I will never exhaust the offerings on Netflix. Of course,
there is always something I REALLY want to see on a streaming service I don’t have!

Continued on page 5
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Continued from Page 4
There are places I have decided I’d like to go once it is safe to do so. My nephew and wife
live in Cedar, MI and I hope to visit them later in the year. Lake Michigan (anywhere along it)
is one of my favorite places. I’m not sure I’m ready to get on a plane yet, but imagine going
somewhere on a vacation! There are local places too, like Cranbrook, which have long been
on my bucket list. It’s clear that we don’t have unlimited time to exercise our options.
Many this year were deprived of attending funerals for their dear ones. Sure, memorial
services can be held after, but something is lost after life has gone on without the person.
Grieving families and friends will do their best. Weddings have been rescheduled for later
this year. Others took place on Zoom or in a much-reduced manner. Babies have been born
and turned one year old before their grandparents could meet them! Our 2020 dinner dance
was canceled, and 2021 one delayed and we will rejoice when we enjoy each other’s
company again.
Those who have been able to work remotely have enjoyed not fighting the traffic to their
jobs. Many workers and companies plan to continue some form of remote work, with the
approval of both parties, and working spaces are being reconfigured. People did miss their
contact with co-workers for tasks that were enhanced by that configuration. Remote school
has been a boon to some children but a hardship for many others and their parents who,
along with their teachers, deserve medals and cash bonuses. I hope that the “better ideas”
that were landed upon by necessity during this long experiment are not abandoned in an
effort to reproduce exactly what we had before. Telehealth visits for non-acute medical
problems and for therapy can be a great option. The opportunity to attend meetings, social
events and prayer opportunities including retreats in other cities remotely has been great for
many of us, and for the planet! People surveyed as to whether they would like to attend
conferences in person, virtually, or both got many votes for having both options. I have
enjoyed lectures from the local senior center on Zoom.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5
Many of us would say they long for the chance to celebrate Mass in person together again.
The chance to experience prayer spaces that would not have been our usual ones, opened
us up to the gifts present in many parish settings and fellow LGBTQ+ persons and Dignity
chapters. Still, not seeing each other in person, and praying as siblings in God’s family has
been hard to bear. Some did not feel comfortable gathering at the in-person celebrations
that were held. If a functional virtual option at the in-person services could be found, it
might allow those who are not able to drive and wouldn’t be able to attend, that
opportunity. Parishes had to come up with the resources to livestream to survive, but our
group is small and limited by the skill needed, as well as Wi-Fi required. We have been
happy to arrange monthly “Mass Mob” groups to area parishes and monthly in-person
prayer services, as well as a few Zoom services or social check-ins. So, what do YOU want?
Can you help us? Can you volunteer as a lector or assist in other ways? Our previous
appeals have brought only a few people, and if we are to have a future as a community, we
will need more help.
So, what are you wishing for most in this season of Easter grace? I am wishing that we are
all abundantly aware of God’s great love for us that is demonstrated in the Paschal mysteries
being celebrated at the beginning of April. Recent documents released by a branch of the
Vatican may have felt like yet another kick in the gut for those of us who love and profess
our faith, but they will not have the last word. Of that, I am sure! Our gifts are vital for the
life of the Church. We have been greatly blessed and will continue to be in the future!

Carolyn

.
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Families With Dignity monthly update for Dignity Detroit
March 12, 2021
School project. We have been told by a contact at University of Detroit Jesuit High
School (UDJ) that a meeting with Denise Mallett, the school’s Dean of Diversity and
Inclusion, will take place in the near future. As mentioned in a previous report, UDJ’s D
& I policy includes “sexual orientation” but the school’s online index of resources has
not to date included materials or programs to support that commitment. Our role will be
to recommend, offer, and provide such support, along with broader consultation as
appropriate.
Because we realize this is a fraught issue for many Catholic schools, one they may regard
as something of a minefield, we are allowing this initiative to move forward at its own
pace. Schools differ in their approach. We’re happy to report that two girls’ Catholic
schools, Mercy and Marian, have contacted us for assistance with their LGBTQ inclusion
initiatives. We will gladly work with them in due course, but are committed to UDJ as our
first client. Other schools to be approached are Loyola Jesuit, Catholic Central, and
Detroit Cristo Rey.
March 28 meeting program. Speakers at our next general meeting on March 28 will be
four of the sisters who contributed their stories as Lesbian nuns to the recently published
book Love Tenderly – a collection of personal accounts of the religious life lived as women
who identify as gay, now available on Amazon. As always, you are invited to join us for
the meeting, which begins on Zoom at 1 p.m.
Proposed newsletter. Our leadership team recently adopted a policy to expand our
outreach to Catholic advocacy groups around the country with a view to collaboration
with them on selected initiatives. In line with that goal, we are drafting the first edition of
a newsletter, to be published at regular intervals, that will introduce us to such groups
and, when and as appropriate, seek collaboration with them in promoting initiatives
aimed at acceptance of LGBTQ people, especially youth, in and by the Catholic church.

Jim Gerardi
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Parish Visits
On Saturday, April 10th, we will be attending the 4:30 Mass at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in Trenton with Fr. Gary Morelli. This is the parish
where Fr. Stephen Rooney served as pastor prior to his tragic death in a
boating accident.

St. Joseph Catholic Church
2675 3rd St, Trenton, MI 48183

Capuchin Soup Kitchen
The Capuchin Soup Kitchen is slowly resuming operations. Breakfast and
lunch is now being served. Two (2) volunteers are needed for serving
breakfast and three (3) volunteers are needed for serving lunch.
To volunteer please visit:
https://thecapuchins.volnteerhub.com/lp/Michigan
The organizers of the outreach ministries hope to resume dinner meals in
the coming months.
The ministry sites that are currently accepting volunteers include Meldrum
Kitchen, Conner Kitchen, and the Services Center. Once you click on the
location of your choice, you will see a list of current volunteer
opportunities and the number of volunteers needed for that shift. If
interested, you are able to create an account, complete the profile, and
sign up for shifts.
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
248 679-5396

P.O. Box 558,

Dara Schramm, PT, DPT

Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558

Michael Zylik, PT, DPT

Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

46th/47th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, October 2, 2021
Worship Service:
Sunday, October 3, 2021

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

