June 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Although the calendar says June and that usually means it
is LGBTQI+ Pride month, the Corona Virus has struck once
again. Motor City Pride has been pushed back to
September and Ferndale Pride has been pushed back to
October. Exact locations and times will be sent out in an
separate e-mail blast when details are finalized.
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For Your Reference
March Actual Support
March Actual Expenses

$ 537.00
$__ 160.00

Over /Under

$ + 377.00

.







Kroger Community Rewards $ 21.28
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ —(reported quarterly)
Total Community received
$ 21.28

6th — Solemn Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ;
Liturgy at Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit (Downtown)
13th — Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
20th — Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time; Council Meeting at 4; Liturgy
At 6 p.m. at Marygrove. NOTE: DUE TO WORK GOING ON IN
THE CHAPEL, MASS WILL TAKE PLACE IN MADAME CADILLAC
BUILDING
27th — Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!!
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On May 23, the Church
celebrated the Solemnity of
Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was
sent to be with us, bringing many
gifts to help us live a vocation
following the life and teachings of
Jesus. On May 31, we celebrated the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, some
of us at a special celebration in anticipation of PRIDE at Christ the
King church. As LGBTQ+ persons, we have received many gifts the
Church and People of God have need of. It is not a coincidence that so
many musicians, singers, liturgists, architects, designers of vestments,
flowers and environment are LGBTQ+. The deep desire for intimacy
with Christ and desire to serve has been liberally present in our
community throughout the ages. I hope that some of you were able to
participate in the recent Zoom presentation sponsored by Gesu Parish
in Detroit with Fr. James Martin, SJ, author of many books including
Building a Bridge with the Catholic Church and the LGBT Community. Some of
the take-aways for me, were when Father noted that it is admirable that
so many LGBTQ+ persons have been so faithful to the Catholic
Church, despite how they have been treated, and are among the most
dedicated teachers in Catholic schools, parish staff, musicians, and
members of religious communities. He is aware of our specific situation
in Detroit, and noted that, like John Lewis and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., sometimes individuals have to advance the cause of righteousness,
though they themselves are called on to suffer disproportionately, no
matter how unfair this seems. It is wonderful that parishes and pastors
like Fr. Phil at Gesu and Fr. Vic at Christ the King are explicitly
welcoming to our community.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from Page 3

So you know, June is the month when we celebrate PRIDE. We won’t be
having the usual street fairs in Ferndale or Detroit this month, though there
are plans for events in the fall. You all know the story of the Stonewall
uprising, and many of us were around in pre-Stonewall days. If you are one
of our younger members, it might be eye-opening to see just what life was
like back then. One thing I remembered clearly was the lack of accurate
information available in libraries or book stores. And there was no internet!
I recently recalled those times for a blog I was asked to write for the Sisters
of Mercy. Clearly, there have been improvements in the status of LGBTQ
persons as citizens of the U.S. with the right to civilly marry. Those gains
are to be celebrated. Unfortunately, there are still no national antidiscrimination laws that protect us, and in many states, legislation is being
actively proposed to undermine the rights of LGBTQ+ persons, especially
those who are transgender. We have a long way to go to have full
citizenship in our own country.
The status of LGBTQ+ persons in the Catholic Church is even more
precarious, depending where in the world (or diocese in the United States)
we are. In some countries, there is the death penalty for same-gender sexual
relationships. Dignity USA is affiliated with the Global Network of
Rainbow Catholics, which has members from around the world who have
shared their stories. We hear about the occasional Bishop in Germany who
has committed to bless LGBTQ+ persons, but the United States, with a
few much appreciated exceptions, remains in the control of the
ultraconservative faction. It was just announced that Pope Francis will be
convening a Synod on the concept of “Synodality”, a more nuanced way of
decision making that, hopefully, includes input from those affected by those
decisions, and not just clergy and hierarchy. I will hold that intention in
prayer, but as it will start in local dioceses and spread to countries and
regions, forgive me if I won’t be holding my breath. Continued on page 5
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Continued from Page 4

So, this PRIDE month, we celebrate how far we have come, while girding
ourselves (with the highly valued support of allies like Families with
Dignity, religious communities, especially those of women, welcoming
parishes) for the struggle that remains. Dignity Detroit has a small gift for
you when we meet in person in June, to remind you of this blessing/
challenge.
As a final note, I’d like to remind you about an event Dignity USA has
invited us all to participate in. On June 1, at 8:00 pm, ET, there will be a
Catholic Pride Blessing to kick off PRIDE month. Other organizations
participating are the Human Rights Campaign, Faith in Public Life, New
Ways Ministry, the National LGBTQ Task Force, and others. This is an
opportunity to reaffirm our commitment to justice, and stand in solidarity
with each other. You can register to attend at the Dignity USA website and
the Zoom link will be sent to you. As Marianne Duddy-Burke says, we
can’t wait for the Vatican to recognize the gifts LGBTQ+ persons bring to
the Church, so we are asked to send in our own words of blessing,
affirmation and support, if we like, or add our name to the Dignity
blessing statement. I hope I will see you on that zoom. It is good to look
beyond our local “bubble” and see what others are doing.
So, we will now be in the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. As COVID
restrictions ease, we can hope to be able to gather for social as well as
liturgical celebrations. Hang your rainbow flags and wear your tee shirts.
See you soon –

Carolyn
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Families With Dignity monthly update for Dignity Detroit
May, 2021
In light of our Mission Statement’s expression of support for people employed in
Catholic schools, churches, and hospitals, we are exploring the idea of offering a gift
of money to individuals deprived of their livelihoods for being in same-gender
marriages or partnerships.
We discussed the idea with Marianne Duddy-Burke, who approved the concept and
said she would introduce it to the Dignity executive committee. She emphasized the
need to address the legal issues involved, the accounting requirements, tax
implications, and so on. We welcome any guidance the Dignity board provides on
these matters.
We are also looking into the possibility of a fund-raising event once the program is in
place. Marianne will continue to report on this to the Dignity board as planning goes
forward.
Linda Karle served as the second representative of Dignity USA at meetings of Catholic
Organization for Renewal on April 22 and 23.
On April 29, Linda represented Families With Dignity as a speaker on a webinar held
by Michigan Catholics For The Common Good as one of six persons from different
LGBTQ organizations, each of whom told either his or her personal story or the story
of the organization each represented. Two other FWD members, Terry Gonda and
Aaron Tabaczynski, appeared as panelists to tell their stories. This event was an
excellent opportunity to learn about other groups and individuals involved in LGBTQ
support and activism throughout the state.
We are currently in touch with Marian High, U of D Jesuit, and Mercy High for our
school LGBTQ support project. We have nothing further to report at this time.
FWD members have been notified of Dignity's Catholic Pride Blessings project. We've
encouraged our members to participate and will compile and forward their blessings.

Jim Gerardi
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Parish Visits
Listed below is the location of the next Parish visit:
Sunday, June 6th, 11 am:
Ss. Peter and Paul Jesuit Catholic Church located on
Jefferson Avenue (across the street from the Ren Cen).
Father Gilbert Sunghera and Father Tim McCabe will concelebrate.

Community Directory Update
It is time to update our Community Directory. If you
currently have your contact information in the Directory
and nothing has changed, you are all set. If you want to
delete your information (all or part), please designate that
on the form that appears as the last page of this
Newsletter. If you would like to have any of your contact
information added to the directory, please complete the
form that serves as the last page of this newsletter. Keep
in mind that the Directory is distributed only to those
whose information in contained in the Directory. You can
also just submit your information directly to Frank at
frankdamore@dignitydetroit.com
Please your information by Sunday, June 20th. The
Directory will be published by the end of June. Completed
forms should be mailed to our Post Office Box (P.O. 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068).
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Michael Zylik, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

This
page
left
intentionally
blank

_______ Add
_______ Change
_______ Delete

Dignity Detroit Community Directory
The directory will only be shared with individuals who
fill out this form.
Please feel free to share as much information as you wish.
Name(s): __________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Telephone: ____________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________
Birthday(s) (month/day): __________________________
Completed forms may be placed in collection basket, given to any council member or mailed to us
at:
PO Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558

Deadline for submission is Sunday, June 20th.
The directory will be distributed by June 30th.
If you would like to be removed, please write only your name and check “Remove” in the
upper left corner of this form
The next directory update will be November, 2021.

