September 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the
integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Worship Schedule and Parish Visit
Listed below is the location of the next Parish visit:
September 12th, 9:00 am
(monthly visit to parish delayed 1 week due to
Labor Day holiday weekend)
St. Bonaventure Catholic Church
1740 Mount Elliott St, Detroit, Michigan 48207
Sunday, September 19th, 6 p.m.
Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy,
(24th Sunday in Ordinary Time and Sonja Langdon Memorial),
Sacred Heart Chapel located at the School at Marygrove.
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For Your Reference
July Actual Support
July Actual Expenses

$ 731.28
$__ 615.00

Over /Under

$ + 116.28

Kroger Community Rewards $ 10.28
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
$
(reported quarterly)
——Total Community received
$ 10.28



5th—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time



12th—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; XXXX Mass at St. Bonaventure,
1720 Mount Elliot, Detroit



19th—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass of Peace and Justice
with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove; Memorial
Liturgy for Sonja Langdon



27th--26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

NOTE: Quarterly Membership Meeting normally held in September will be
held on the third Sunday of October.

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All
names of new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the
National Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put into
a hat and one individual will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a
member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer. New
and renewed memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!!
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Every two years at the Dignity USA Conference a
tribute to those individuals who have passed
away since the last gathering takes place. Since
this year’s conference is a virtual gathering, we
were asked to submit the names and pictures (if
possible) for this years tribute. Dignity Detroit
submitted the following:

Sonja Langdon

Fr. Stephen Rooney

Arleen Barber

John Runstrom

Fr. Bob Singelyn

Photos for Jim Cottrell and John Kuzemka not available.
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Membership Renewals
We are very close to reconciling our membership Roster with the
National records (Huge THANK YOU to Marianne Duddy-Burke
and Peggy Burns).
According to the August 17th report, we have 69 paid members.
Our next potential hiccup is that 25 or more of you will have
your membership expire on September 1st along with a few folks
whose membership expired in the last 30 – 45 days.
If you are not sure about your membership status, please send a
note to frankdamore@dignitydetroit.com and your questions will
be answered.
The way the system works is that upon your membership
expiration date, your status becomes lapsed. After two months,
your record is permanently deleted. Unfortunately, several folks
have already been deleted. Again an e-mail to Frank will help
clear up any questions you may have.
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I don’t know about you, but as I write
this article, I am essentially immobilized
by all that is going on in the world right
now. The news cycle really heated up,
hurling at us, in quick succession, the
7.2 earthquake in Haiti, followed by
rains from Hurricane Grace, the fall of
Afghanistan and doubt as to the safety of many who aided in the efforts of
our military now that the Taliban had taken over, as well as women and girls,
who had made such strides in the last 20 years, with the possibility of not
getting everyone evacuated. Good old COVID, not to be counted out just yet,
is surging in several states right as school is starting, and it is coming to light
that more vaccinated people than first thought are testing positive.
Nadia Bolz-Weber, a quirky, profane, ordained Lutheran pastor, founder of
House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, CO, (look at her Facebook page)
has a substack, (whatever that is…) , The Corners and published this article in
the most recent issue:
“It’s all too much – Nadia Bolz Weber
I used to live in a very old apartment building with super sketchy
electrical wiring. Were I to audaciously assume my hair dryer could run
while my stereo was on, I would once again find myself opening the grey
metal fuse box next to the refrigerator and flipping the breaker. My
apartment had been built at a time when there were no electric hair
dryers, and the system shut down when modernity asked too much of
it.
I think of that fuse box often these days, because friends, I just do not
think our psyches were developed to hold, feel and respond to
everything coming at them right now; every tragedy, injustice, sorrow
and natural disaster happening to every human across the entire planet,
in real time every minute of every day. The human heart and spirit were
developed to be able to hold, feel and respond to any tragedy, injustice,
sorrow or natural disaster that was happening IN OUR VILLAGE.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from Page 5

And yet, when I check social media it feels like there are voices saying “if
you aren’t talking about, doing something about, performatively posting about
___(fill in the blank)___then you are an irredeemably callous, privileged, bigot
who IS PART OF THE PROBLEM”…
I am left with wondering: am I doing enough, sacrificing enough, giving
enough, saying enough about all the horrible things right now to think of
myself as a good person and subsequently silence the accusing voice in my
head? No. The answer is always no. No I am not. Nor could I. Because no
matter what I do the goal of “enough” is just as far as when I started.
And yet doing nothing is hardly the answer.”
In more local realms, there are concerns of people who lost freezers full of
food in the recent power outages, parents worrying about their children’s
safety and well-being as they return to school, our own region’s high number of
COVID cases, redistricting efforts to safeguard voting rights and our own efforts
to maintain our Dignity chapter in spite of the AOD’s efforts. I am proud of us,
as we continue our efforts to be a community that prays and serves together.
So, what can we do? Nadia suggests a strategy learned from one of her
mentors, Suzanne Stabile.
“What’s MINE to do, and what’s NOT mine to do?
What’s MINE to say and what’s NOT mine to say?
And the third one is harder:
What’s MINE to care about and what’s NOT mine to care about?”
.
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6

She emphasizes that she doesn’t mean that no one should care about these
issues, just that any one individual cannot care about all of them. As she said, it
is a matter of MATH, not values. What about racism, misogyny, discrimination
based on sexual orientation and gender identity? She notes that we only have
so much water in our buckets, and the more exposure we have to the fires
burning around us, the more chance our buckets will be empty and we won’t be
able to help, and will probably be burned in the process. She suggests that it is
OK to focus on ONE fire. Figure out what your deepest passion is and use your
bucket for that one.
We, at Dignity Detroit, have been fighting the fire of the possibility that we can
be both LGBTQ+ and Catholic for nearly 50 years. The fire got hotter and bigger
in the last year and a half, but, with the help of all of you, our allies in Families
with Dignity, and the support of the IHM Sisters, we are holding back the flames.
So, in these very troubling times, let us look to our buckets, doing what it takes
in self-care to keep them filled, and continue to work on local and national/
international concerns.
She includes a prayer which I found perfect for the circumstances. I am including
a link to the whole article and suggest you read it. The Corners by Nadia BolzWeber (substack.com)
Welcome to fall!

Carolyn
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Families With Dignity for Dignity Detroit
Monthly Update —- September 2021

1. Planning for fundraising and implementation of our firedCatholic-employees program continues. We now have an ActBlue
web page where donations can be made, though to this point we
have not announced or publicized the program. A media release for
Catholic organizations involved in LGBTQ+ support and advocacy is
being drafted and will be shared with you and Marianne DuddyBurke for review and suggestions before mailing.
Meanwhile, our leadership team is discussing possibilities for the
program beyond gifts of money, and any proposals along those lines
will also be shared with Dignity leadership.
2. The speaker for our September 26th general membership
meeting will be Kevin Welbes Godin, an independent consultant in
diversity, equity, and inclusion who works with school boards and
organizations around 2S(two-spirit)LGBTQI+ and anti-Black racism
issues. He has worked extensively with Catholic and public school
boards throughout Canada. Kevin also conducts a class in
"Teaching 2SLGBTQI+ Students" at Queen's University, Kingston,
Ontario. Dignity Members who may be interested in Kevin's
insights and work should notify Linda Karle by email in order to be
sent a link for the 9/26 Zoom meeting, which begins at 1:00 p.m.
Linda's email address is lindakarle@earthlink.net
Jim Geradi
jger419@comcast.net
(586) 343-8402
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Our 2021 Virtual Gathering will bring
us together from across the Catholic
justice movement for workshops,
discussions, keynote speakers, and
opportunities to build community with
friends, old and new. Use the tabs
above to learn more about the schedule and our great set of
speakers. We hope you'll register to join us virtually on
September 11-12!
Plus, you'll get a preview of planning underway to safely
reconvene in person at our 2022 conference in San Diego!
Select your ticket contribution amount! DignityUSA is
offering a sliding fee scale for this Virtual Gathering. We
invite you to choose among the options presented based
on your own financial situation, the number of people who
will be participating in the Gathering, and whether you are
able to be with us for the entire event. Please note that all
levels will admit you to both days of our Gathering. If you
need financial assistance in order to attend, don't hesitate
to get in touch with operations@dignityusa.org (all
conversations will be held in strict confidence).
Red Ticket Basic ticket; single attendee, low income,
attending part of event$30.00
Yellow Ticket Standard ticket; couple or family,
attending full event$50.00
Blue Ticket Sustainer ticket. Includes $50 donation to
help underwrite event costs$100.00
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Michael Zylik, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

