October 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the
integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Worship Schedule
Sunday, October 3rd, 10:30 am
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gesu Catholic Church
17180 Oak Drive, Detroit, 48221
Sunday, October 17th, 6 p.m.
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy
Sacred Heart Chapel located at the School at Marygrove.
Sunday, October 31st, 6 p.m. (5th Sunday of the Month)
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture and Communion Service
Sacred Heart Chapel located at the School at Marygrove.
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For Your Reference
August Actual Support
August Actual Expenses
Over /Under









$
795.00
$_ 3,037.80
$ - 2,242.80

Kroger Community Rewards $
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ 12.75
(reported quarterly)
——Total Community received
$ 12.75

3rd — 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
10th — 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
17th — 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Mass of Peace
and Justice with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel at
Marygrove; Quarterly Membership Meeting
immediately following conclusion of Liturgy.
24th — 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
31st — 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All
names of new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the
National Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put into
a hat and one individual will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a
member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer. New
and renewed memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!!
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We had a very busy September, capped by a
wonderful celebration of the life of Sonja
Langdon on Sunday, September 19. It was
such a joy to see so many people from
Sonja’s life gathered for worship and then a
festive meal. We KNOW she was there
among us, as testified by the light flickering in the chapel throughout the service.
Nothing would have made her happier than to see everyone together after so long. In
the visits I made to her home before her last illness, she communicated to me that the
most important thing to her was for us to remain a Dignity community, despite all that
has happened in the past 18 months. She did her best to have this happen with notes
and phone calls, even as her health failed. I know she was smiling from ear to ear to
see everyone from Dignity, Days for Girls, family and dear friends. Ric put together a
wonderful slide show that maybe we can share in the future. So many people helped
make the day wonderful!
Things don’t seem to be slowing down, as the weekend of 9/24 – 26 included a visit
from the Dignity USA Board, which had their quarterly meeting at a hotel near the
airport. Some members of our chapter hosted them for dinner on the Saturday
evening at LaPita restaurant in Dearborn. It is such a beneficial thing that we are
integrated with a national organization, which was highlighted last year with our
situation with the AOD. I have personally gotten to know many of them better via
Zoom liturgies, Dignity Women’s Caucus Monday evening Zoom gatherings, and the
recent Virtual National Conference. I have joined the Membership Committee, and
hope to help overcome the many difficulties we have had with correct membership
rosters, etc. It doesn’t sound like a lot of work (though I have been taken in by such
illusions in the past - ) and they are looking for more members to divide the work
among and come up with a better process. Let me know if you have any interest in
joining me on this committee. The chair of this group, Sharon Guild-Stitt, was one of
the DUSA members who came to Detroit with the Board. I am preregistered for the
actual National Conference which will take place in San Diego, CA, July 8-10, 2022. I
sure hope we can fly with confidence by then, but am looking for a gently used space
suit just in case.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from Page 3

This month has 5 Sundays, so we will be having a Peace and Justice Prayer Service
(Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion) on 10/31. The theme will be “Saints –
who are the saints for you?” Anyone who would like to assist with developing or
serving at this service can contact Sr. Barb B. or me. It would be great if you would
submit the name/picture of someone who is a saint to you, canonized or otherwise.
I am having a milestone birthday this month which I admit has thrown me for a bit
of a loop. The number sounds “old”, even though most of the time I do not feel
that way. Many people die before reaching this age. I have outlived my father by
more than 25 years. “Stuff happens” in these years, and there is no guarantee of
health or having the chance to accomplish what one would like to in his/her life. I
am obsessed (control freak that I am) with curating my “stuff ”, getting rid of what
is no longer needed, finally getting that paperwork to establish persons to be
Durable Power of Attorney for Medical and Financial Affairs, even finalizing
funeral arrangements. Working on Sonja’s service had a dual purpose. I have
preferences that I would like to have honored when that time comes. Not having
close family to whom to delegate some of this complicates the process, but in some
ways also makes it easier. I know I will feel more at ease if I can get some of this
accomplished this year, and I have to be a bit selfish and use my time toward this
effort. “We know not the day, nor the hour”, as the Scripture says…. Soon we will
see the changing colors of the leaves, and know that another summer is over,
autumn is here, and the year is coming to an end, despite COVID still haunting us
like an ill-tempered ghost. Time is passing way too quickly. We have to cling to those
things and people that bring joy to our lives. Let’s emulate Sonja, who was rarely
without a smile, a welcome, and a pumpkin loaf.

Carolyn
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This is the holy card that was available to all in attendance on
September 19, 2021…
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Membership Renewals
Several of us have received letters from Dignity USA informing us
that our members have either expired or will expire soon.
According to the September 7th report, we have 69 paid
members.
Thank you to everyone who renewed their
membership. We still have a few folks whose membership had
an expiration date September 1, 2021
The way the system works is that upon your membership
expiration date, your status becomes lapsed. After two months,
your record is permanently deleted. Unfortunately, several folks
have already been deleted. Again an e-mail to Frank will help
clear up any questions you may have.
If you are not sure about your membership status, please send a
note to frankdamore@dignitydetroit.com and your questions will
be answered.
We need you more than ever….
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Families With Dignity for Dignity Detroit
Monthly Update —- October 2021
We’re happy to report significant progress on our “fired-teachers project.”
We developed and adopted criteria for selecting potential beneficiaries.
We’ve composed an announcement of the program being sent in both online and
print formats to groups and media contacts on our distribution list, as approved
by our Leadership Team. The release explains the program and indicates where
online contributions can be made.
We’re working to come up with a permanent and fitting name for the program.
“Fired teachers” is inappropriate since the program covers church workers in
addition to teachers, and candidates. A candidate need not have been fired –
though in most cases he or she will have been. (A person who quits on principle to
protest unequal treatment of LGBTQ persons could be a candidate.) We’ve asked
our membership for name suggestions with a deadline of 9/13/21 for
submissions.
Dignity members were invited to join us for our general membership meeting on
September 26 at 1 p.m. to hear a talk by Kevin Welbes Godin, educator and facilitator
for LGBTQ+ support in Toronto’s Catholic schools. His experience was especially
relevant to our own Catholic school program.
At our October meeting, the speaker will be a young man who will talk about his
experience as a gay person in the Black community. Since this is a subject many of us
know little about, we’re seeking to raise awareness of the place where race, sexual
orientation, and gender identity meet in one person's lived experience, and the specific
challenges this presents.

Jim Geradi
jger419@comcast.net
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A New Serenity Prayer
by James Martin, SJ

God, grant me the serenity
to accept the people I cannot change,
which is pretty much everyone,
since I’m clearly not you, God.
At least not the last time I checked.
And while you’re at it, God,
please give me the courage
to change what I need to change about myself,
which is frankly a lot, since, once again,
I’m not you, which means I’m not perfect.
It’s better for me to focus on changing myself
than to worry about changing other people,
who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying,
I can’t change anyway.
Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up
whenever I think that I’m clearly smarter
than everyone else in the room,
that no one knows what they’re talking about except me,
or that I alone have all the answers.
Basically, God,
grant me the wisdom to remember
that I’m not you.
Amen
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Michael Zylik, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

