December 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.

May the infant child bring you Peace, Joy and
Love at this most blessed time and through the New
Year.
Merry Christmas to you and yours!
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For Your Reference
Income
Expenses
Under/(Over)



$ 873.00
$ 3,229.87
$ - 2,456.87

Kroger Community Rewards
Amazon Smile

$ 12.98
$ —_

Total Community $$ received

$ 12.98

5th — 2nd Sunday of Advent; Parish visit to Christ the King Parish (Fr. Vic
Clore); Liturgy begins at 10:45.



12th — 3rd Sunday of Advent



19th — 4th Sunday of Advent; Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at
Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove; Decorate for
Christmas after our Liturgy



25th — Nativity of our Lord; Liturgy information to be sent out in a separate
E-mail in mid-December



26th — Feast of the Holy Family

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Congratulations to out October winner: Paul S.
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen
The Capuchins are happy to welcome volunteers back
to partner in ministry with them. In the absence of a
Community Involvement Chairperson, we are
providing the volunteer link below. Once on the
volunteer site, you can read the safety requirements in
place.

https://www.cskdetroit.org/ways_to_give/volunteer

Expanded Parking returns to Marygrove
With construction of the Early Childhood Development
Center (to the left of the Liberal Arts Building), expanded
parking is now available when arriving on the campus
for Liturgy. While it has been painful to find decent
parking, normalcy is on it way back! Patience is a virtue!

Meijer Gift Cards
Once again, Dignity Detroit comes through
with flying colors! The Christian Services
Ministry, part of Christ the King Parish,
contacted us as they did last year and asked for
our help. Specifically, they asked for Meijer
Gift Cards in $25 denominations (some
donated cards worth $50.00). We are very pleased and grateful to
inform you that as of November 21, gift cards totaling $ 1,380.00 were
donated. You continue to amaze!!

Dignity Detroit is alive and well!!!!!!

Page 4

December 2021

Volume 47 Issue 7

Although it is a little after 5:00 pm, it is
dark out, a sure sign we are closing in on
the end of the year. Advent, and the new
liturgical year, begins on November 28. I
like the season of Advent. Not just
because it leads into Christmas, but because it does find us “in the dark”, and
promises Light to come. Looking outside, most of the leaves have fallen from the
trees, the flowers are gone, and the landscape is bare. I like seeing the blank canvas
just before I put up outdoor lights and decorations, like a “reset”. One of the
themes of Advent is that of light in the darkness. Candles are used on our Advent
wreath, and starting with one lit on the First Sunday of Advent, another one is lit
each week until Christmas. Light means hope, and comfort. People who know me,
know I am a sucker for battery or solar lights. I have autumn leaves ones on my
front window right now, and all kinds of colored Christmas ones. I foist them on
my friends as gifts too, and have star and snowflake ones ready to send to some of
my Sister of Mercy friends. They are cheery and fun. Like lights and candles, I look
for signs of hope in our world which some days, seems dark.
One thing that gave me hope recently was Fr. James Martin’s second zoom
program at Gesu Parish on Monday, November 15. He addressed some questions
left over from the first program earlier in the year. Members of the parish were
also on the panel. Fr. Martin first listed some fundamental insights regarding
LGBTQ+ people in the church:









They are baptized Catholics just like any other Catholics!
They don’t “choose” their orientation
Often, they and/or their parents are treated like lepers by the Church
(definitely NOT the case at Gesu)
They bring gifts to the Church, besides their individual talents, like
forgiveness, perseverance and compassion
They long to know God, hear good homilies, and be part of a parish
They are loved by God

Continued on Page 5

Page 5

December 2021

Volume 47

Issue 7

Continued from Page 4

Father Jim went on to list ways parishes can be more welcoming to LGBTQ+
persons. He was very complimentary of the Gesu Parish Mission Statement, which
you can find on the parish website, and posted it on Facebook the next day. Christ the
King Parish has a similarly welcoming Mission Statement. We are fortunate (actually,
blessed) to have these parishes near us, and they love to have us celebrate Mass with
them. Christ the King is the next parish to visit on the first Sunday of the month, as
you can see in the list of upcoming events. That is a real sign of hope in our area!
COVID still has a grip on our communal life. Case numbers at the time of this
writing are as high as they have ever been, though, thankfully, not as many require
hospitalization thanks to vaccinations. Group gatherings require caution and masks
whatever the vaccination status and, in some cases, difficult decisions are being made
depending on the vaccination status of participants coming to the gathering. We really
thought we would be done with this by now. Last Christmas I was in quarantine
because I was exposed to someone with COVID. Here at Dignity, we are still not able
to enjoy our social gatherings like after Mass Socials, our Thanksgiving potluck or
pizza party auction. At least we can gather for our monthly Masses but though we are
trying our best, it is just not the same. Maybe we can each resolve to call another
member or send a card or note, especially those who cannot get out much. We need
each other!
Maybe we can all spend some time praying or thinking by the light of a candle this
month. It can be a period of calm in the “pre-Christmas crazy”. What are you hoping
for this holiday season? The coming year?

Carolyn
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UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY
NOVEMBER 2021
The Love Always Wins (LAW) program. Fundraising has gone well. We achieved our
goal of $5,000 to cover the five potential recipients currently identified, and contributions
continue to come in. Publicity in the form of news releases helped spread the word.
Articles appeared in the daily New Ways Ministry posting and National Catholic Reporter.
Letters of notice have gone out to three of the Fired Five. (We are searching for the
addresses of the other two.) Some may decline the gift, a potential outcome we accept
because for us the money is far less a matter of financial assistance than a material symbol
of love and support for those to whom an injustice was done by an institution sponsored
by their own Church.
Meanwhile, LAW remains an active program until further notice. Going forward, we’ll send
letters of notification to prospective recipients who meet out criteria as information about
firings at Catholic institutions in this archdiocese becomes available.
School outreach. On Nov. 4, we met with three staff members at U of D. Jesuit High
school (UDJ), two teachers and a counselor, for a discussion on the situation of their
GBTQ students. We gave them a substantial amount of print information, including
Michigan-specific data on the presence of LGBTQ students in high schools; the status of
LGBTQ students’ mental health, and the incidents of bullying and other forms of
harassment they experience; and the rate of suicides thought to be related to sexual identity
and orientation. The material also included plans and programs that have proved useful in
high schools for helping LGBTQ students feel safe and welcome; and resources such as
training available for faculty and staff by experts, along with lists of books, videos, and
other materials suitable both for students and school staff.
The Synod. We will be discussing the Synod at our next general meeting on Sunday, Nov.
28 at 1:00 p.m. We hope DD members will join us for this discussion.

Linda Karle-Nelson
lindakarle@earthlink.net
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As a faithful and faith-filled community of believers, we
are invited to support one another in our spiritual lives.
All of us are sustained by companions on this journey.

If there is a blessing we can celebrate, a burden we can
help you carry, or a concern we can gently hold with
you, please let us know.

Feel

free

to

email

any

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com.

prayer

requests

to

Be sure to include your

name and please let us know if we can share the
information with our membership though an email.
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Pope Francis has called for a worldwide
synod on synodality in 2023.
What’s that, you say? A “synod” is a way of discerning the will of God for the global
universal Church, an information gathering and decision-making process. The
synod process was rediscovered during Vatican II, and some noteworthy ones took
place in South America, but eventually, under Pope St. John Paul II, became
gatherings where the official outcome was known at the start, and no real dialogue
took place. Also, Synods were attended almost exclusively by Bishops, and if
others were invited, most of the time they were not allowed to “vote”, especially in
those rare instances where women were “observers”. You may remember the
Synod on the Family in 2015, and the Synod on the Amazon in 2019, which was
preceded by a period of listening by the Pope. Novel solutions were proposed by
the people affected, which freaked out others!.
Listening is a key part of the process. In the lead up to the synod, Pope Francis
wants church leaders and bishops to gather the "sense of the faithful" on important
issues we face together. The first phase of this process began at the local level in
October 2021 and is to continue until August 2022. The input that is gathered will
be sent to the Synod of Bishops in Rome so that they can develop a working
document for their international gathering of bishops in October 2023. Our input is
extremely important for this process to be an authentic discernment.
All bishops are responsible for developing and implementing a process for
gathering and “listening to all the baptized” on important matters in our church in
the lead up to the 2023 Synod of Bishops, “For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participate, and Mission.”
In order to realize this new consultation process, Pope Francis opened the three
phase consultation this October 9, 2021. The three phases include:
1. Listening and consultations to be held in local dioceses from October 2021 –
August 2022.
2. Listening and consultation held at the continental level from September 2022 –
March 2023.
The discerning, synod phase with the gathering of bishops, appointed religious,
and auditors in Rome in October 2023.
As the new head of the Vatican’s Synod of Bishops, Cardinal Mario Grech, noted
that they chose to undertake the new, three-part format because "the time was ripe
for a wider participation of the people of God in a decision-making process that
affects the whole church and everyone in the church."
Continued on Page 9
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Continued from Page 8
"The Second Vatican Council teaches that the people of God participate in the
prophetic office of Christ, therefore, we must listen to the people of God, and this
means going out to the local churches,” noted Cardinal Grech. He also explained
that the church, as the people of God, “is an active subject in the life and mission of
the church by virtue of their baptism...In his wisdom, Pope Francis has continued to
strengthen the consultation and discernment process for synods addressing the
family, youth, and the fate of our common world as we witness the destruction of
the Amazon and its people. With the new process in mind, we must ask our bishop
to make every effort to invite all the baptized so that, together, we may pray, listen
deeply to the Spirit of God, listen to each other, and work together to spread the
Gospel message in our own parish communities, in our diocese, and around the
world."
Since the diocesan phase of the process began this October, you may be
interested to know that the Archdiocese of Detroit is celebrating instead the
previous “synod” they held in 2018. You know, the one that eventually led to a
pastoral letter about pastoral care of homosexuals, and what then occurred for us
and the Families With Dignity. It is not looking like our diocese is going to have a
process to hear from ALL the people. This is true of many US dioceses.
There is still a way to make our voice heard. Pope Francis and the General
Secretariat and organizers of the 2023 Synod want our input!
The synod document states:
Religious communities, lay movements, associations of the faithful, and other
ecclesial groups are encouraged to participate in the Synodal Process in the
context of the local Churches. However, it is also possible for them, and for any
group or individual that does not have an opportunity to do so at the local level, to
contribute directly to the General Secretariat as stated in Episcopalis Communio
(art. 6 on the Consultation of the People of God):
“Whatever the local circumstances the Diocesan Contact Person(s) are
encouraged to focus on maximum inclusion and participation, reaching out to
involve the greatest number of people possible, and especially those on the
periphery who are often excluded and forgotten. Encouraging the widest
participation possible will help to ensure that the syntheses formulated at the levels
of dioceses, episcopal conferences, and the whole Church capture the true realities
and lived experience of the People of God. Because this engagement of the
People of God is foundational, and a first taste of the experience of synodality for
many, it is essential that each local listening exercise be guided by the principles of
communion, participation, and mission that inspire this synodal path.”
Continued on Page 10
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Continued on page 10

“We aim to be attentive to how the Spirit speaks through the People of God.”
As noted, this first phase is meant to provide input for the working document the
2023 Synod participants will use to discern what the Spirit is calling us to do and
be today.
As our diocese has not put a process in place for listening to all the Catholics in
our diocese, other organizations and even informal Facebook groups are
organizing listening sessions to pass on the information. I was on a webinar on
October 24 with New Ways Ministry, where Dr. Robert Choiniere, of St. Francis
Xavier Parish in New York City explained the entire process, and has created a
way to track all the dioceses and what their plan for the Synod is. This website is
synodmeetings.com He has developed a recommended model process for
groups to use. On November 20, I was on a Zoom meeting sponsored by Future
Church and Call to Action with people in Germany who have been working for a
few years now on the “German Synodal Way”. They have made a lot of progress
working in groups that contain both clerical and lay persons and are sanctioned by
the Church! They are looking at the way power in the Church is (and should be)
used. The progress they have made by listening and talking with each other was
amazing. They are years ahead of us, and there is a spirit of cooperation not
confrontation. FutureChurch has developed some resources to help us to contact
our bishop urging him to make the process accessible to all. Dignity USA is also
planning to provide a way to participate early in the new year. The Association of
US Catholic Priests is also organizing a way to conduct listening sessions. A tiny
flame of hope is burning in me about this. Or maybe it is heartburn. More to
come….
Resources:
https://www.synod.va/en/news/vademecum-for-the-synod-onsynodality.html
www.NewWaysMinistry.org
www.FutureChurch.org
www.DignityUSA.org
www.auscp.org
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

