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Serving LGBTQI+ Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a
Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

One Journey. Many Paths
While this only the February Newsletter, it is time to get serious in the
planning of our Anniversary Celebration.
The 46th and 47th
celebrations fell victim to COVID. Currently, our 48th Dinner/Dance is
scheduled for Saturday, May 14th. Our Anniversary Liturgy will follow
the next day.
The Silent Auction/Raffle is a major part of the Saturday festivities and
your help is needed. If you are a business owner, a frequent shopper
at a business or just want to reach out, we are in need of gift
certificates or items for the Silent Auction and gift cards for the Raffle.
If
you
can
assist,
please
contact
Frank
D’Amore
(frankdamore@dignitydetroit.com).
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For Your Reference
Income
Expenses
Under/(Over)

$
$
$

5,103.28
804.00
4,299.29

Kroger Community Rewards
Amazon
Smile

$
$

Total Community $$ received
(no updates for January)

$



6th — Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time



13th — Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time. NOTE: Our parish visit this month will be
attending the 5 p.m. Liturgy at the University of Detroit Mercy located at
West McNichols just past Livernois. Enter the campus from McNichols and
inform the security officer that you are there for the 5 p.m. Liturgy.



20th — 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy at Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



28th — Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All
names of new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the
National Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put in a
hat and one individual will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a
member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer. New
and renewed memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Congratulations to our December winner: As this issue of our Newsletter was going to
press, the latest Membership Roster had not been received.
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Frankly Speaking
Last month I wrote to you regarding membership in Dignity Detroit.
This month, I am taking it a step further.
We have had seven (7) of our Peace and Justice Liturgies on the third
Sunday of the month. Unfortunately, we have only had 15-20 people
in attendance. We can appreciate that some still do not feel
comfortable in public places. We still require masks be worn. With
20 people in attendance, social distancing is not an issue considering
the seating capacity of the chapel. We sing, “when two or more are
gathered in my name, there am I in your midst”, but we miss you!!!!!
As you will read in Carolyn’s article, beginning in March we will be
increasing our Liturgies from just the third Sunday of the month to
the first and third Sundays. This is the next baby step in returning to
some type of “normalcy”.
We know that some of you have found welcoming parishes to attend,
either your former parish or a new one. That is wonderful. If we
were welcomed in every parish in the archdiocese, Dignity would
cease the need to be. Unfortunately, that is not the case. You need
to look no further than the diocese of Marquette, where the bishop
declared that the LGBTQ+ should not be administered of any of the
sacraments.
Granted, the diocese of Marquette is not the
archdiocese of Detroit, but the bishop there answers to the
archbishop.
Again, we MISS you and hope to see you
soon!!!!

Frank
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Dear friends,
As we complete the first month of
the new year, there is a lot
happening both in the world and
in our organization. It was hard to
know what to focus on for this article so it will be a bit of a mish mash,
like life.
1. Dignity USA is preparing for the 25th national conference in San
Diego, July 8 – 10. Of course, there are concerns about the best
way to safeguard attendees from COVID, and the planning
committee has a group that is conferring with healthcare experts. I
hope to attend and meet in person with the Women of Dignity
caucus who I have been meeting with throughout the pandemic on
Zoom, as well as the many other officers and members I have met
at Dignity NY Sunday Liturgy, and the virtual gatherings that have
been presented during the last two years. I will be paying attention
to whether it will be safe to travel by air by then. They are taking
pre-registrations for $100.00, with each registration placed up to
1/31/22 being placed in a drawing for a 2 night free stay at the
conference hotel. If you wish to cancel for any reason before
4/1/22, your deposit will be refunded to you. After that date, your
deposit will be converted to a donation to Dignity USA.
2. Dignity USA has a caucus, Aging with Dignity, that was started to
deal with many issues members who have been around for part or
all of the 50 or so years since it’s founding are experiencing. I will
be attending their Zoom meeting on 1/27 to see what they are
working on. If you are interested, you can email the group at
aging@dignityusa.org.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from Page 4

3. Frank and I took part in a Zoom on 1/17 with members of a
subcommittee of Dignity USA that deals with the flourishing of
chapters. This meeting was for the chapters in the Midwest, though it
included a few who couldn’t make the one on 1/10 for the Eastern
states. Each chapter responded to questions posed by the committee.
It was interesting to hear what the chapters had been doing regarding
worship and other activities during COVID. Some were able to have
Zoom and/or in person liturgies at frequencies varying from weekly to
once a month. Some did not meet in person yet, but did do check ins
with their members by phone, and actually provided care for some
older members. All had struggled to be up to full speed, if that is even
a thing. The final question was “What can Dignity USA do for your
chapter”? We have been grateful for their help with the AOD affair,
and they can provide tech help too, among other things. Sharing with
other chapters can give us ideas to overcome challenges.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
4. One of the questions posed in the Zoom meeting above, was how
we as a chapter had addressed the national goal of practicing
antiracism and/or “radical hospitality”. This caught me off-guard, as
I had not remembered we had a goal like this. I do know this came
up after the George Floyd incident and attention on “Black Lives
Matter”. Dignity USA has an Anti-Racism Task Force, which had an
on-line book club and ongoing meetings. At the virtual conference
last fall, Fr. Bryan Massengale gave the keynote address, which can
still be viewed on the Dignity USA website. He is a phenomenal
speaker, and a gay African American priest, who knows personally of
what he speaks. This speech was the impetus for the challenge to do
better when it comes to anti-racism and radical hospitality. We can’t
retreat to our identity as LGBTQ+ if we aren’t also involved in
fighting other “isms”. Clearly, this is not something we have
concentrated on in our chapter. Detroit is known for its gay
communities divided by race. At Dignity Detroit, 3 – 4 years ago,
during Lent, Sr. Barb B. arranged for weekly “Soup and Sermon”
sessions on the Church and racism. We read a (outdated but still
applicable) pastoral letter on racism. We had a speaker too, but
nothing since. We have definitely provided generously for the St.
Christine Soup Kitchen, Freedom House, and other charities, but
honestly, we have had a lot on our plate just to stay alive between
COVID and the AOD. I am interested in your suggestions to pursue
this topic, perhaps in Lent, whether on Zoom or in person. Here is a
link to a pdf on the Dignity USA website on this topic. Dignity and
Race (dignityusa.org)
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6
5. Some of us in Dignity Detroit were very active in years gone by in the
Archdiocese of Detroit AIDS Ministry Forum. We held monthly meetings,
periodic Masses in parishes around the Archdiocese, and had an annual
World AIDS Day service for people with HIV/AIDS and their families, or
those who had died. We had annual retreats at either St. Paul of the Cross
or Colombiere Center for those with HIV/AIDS. We participated in the
AIDS Walk held each year. Several priests, sisters and lay persons were on
this committee. That group was my first contact with Dignity Detroit! A
new book has just been published, Hidden Mercy – AIDS, Catholics, and the
Untold Stories of Compassion in the Face of Fear, by Michael J. O’Loughlin.
(Broadleaf Books, 2021). This book tells the mostly untold stories of those
who “didn’t look away”, at great personal cost. The book provides a look at
how the Catholic faithful, including LGBTQ+ Catholics, struggled to carry
out the Catholic mission to “love mercy, do justice and walk humbly with
God”, despite a hierarchy with a much different agenda, in many instances.
There was a live discussion of Michael O’Loughlin's book Hidden Mercy:
AIDS, Catholics, and Untold Stories of Compassion in the Face of Fear, January
26, at 8 PM ET, with some Dignity USA members taking part. I have
the book and hope to participate in this Zoom.
6. We plan to try increasing the in-person liturgies to 2/month in March,
starting the first Sunday of Lent. We will need to recreate the list of
volunteers for ministry, and issue a schedule, like we used to do “before”. I
will be sending an email to all who previously served in ministries at Mass
to try to recruit for upcoming Masses, so please respond if you are able to
serve as lector, commentator, acolyte, usher, greeter, or gift bearer. We will
also need help preparing the church for Lent and, eventually, Easter.
There is much more that could be said, but we’ll save that for next time:
participation in listening sessions for the Synod, Lenten activities, etc. We
will be providing the “Little Black Books” for your Lenten reflection again
this year. Stay healthy and warm –

Carolyn
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UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY
January 2022
Our Families With Dignity members send our best wishes for a happy, prosperous,
and productive new year. We’re looking forward to working with Dignity on
advancing our work for the LGBTQ+ community through participation in the
Synod.
We have nothing specific to report on our projects at this time, though we’ve been in
recent touch with the people at U of D Jesuit with whom we met earlier (cf our
November ’21 report) about setting up programs for the safety and comfort of gay,
bi, trans, and non-binary students. That program is very much alive, though slowed
by a temporary change in leadership the school is working through at present.
Our first general membership meeting of the new year will take place on Sunday, Jan.
23, at 1 p.m. on Zoom. We will discuss Marquette Bishop Doerfler’s orders refusing
sacraments to transgender people and married gay people, and a possible written
response to him from FWD.
We’ll also review our 2021 activities and seek the views and advice of the
membership on our Love Always Wins and school programs. Carolyn Shalhoub will
provide an update on Dignity Detroit plans and activities.
The agenda will include discussion of our participation in the Synod -- the spirit and
mechanics of it as well as our participation in listening sessions.
Dignity Detroit members would be more than welcome to join us. The registration
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIud-mvqjsjH9DTLgavX2tCvEV1poXas-rF

Again, best wishes to all our friends at Dignity Detroit for a peaceful and productive
2022.
Sincerely,
Linda Karle-Nelson
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Here are the dreams Fr. Bryan Massingale
has for our Catholic Church:
And so, I, too, still have dreams. I dream of a time when the LGBTQ community
will see racism as their issue because it already is our issue.
I dream of a day when two men and two women can stand before our Church,
proclaim their love, and have it blessed in the sacrament of marriage.
I dream of a Church that enthusiastically celebrates same-gender loves as
incarnations of God’s love among us.
I dream of a Church where gay priests and lesbian sisters (and, one day, lesbian
priests!) are acknowledged as the holy and faithful leaders we already are.
I dream of a world where queer young people in Honduras, El Salvador, Ghana,
and Afghanistan can step out of hiding and live without fear.
I dream of a Church where LGBTQ employees and school teachers can teach our
children, serve God’s people, and have their vocations, sexuality, and committed
loves affirmed.
I dream of a community committed not only to respect for sexual diversity, but
also for immigration justice and equal voting rights.
I dream of a LGBTQ community that is as passionate about justice for Black and
Brown trans people as it is for justice for white cisgender men.
I dream of a Church that claims King Day as its own feast, and not as something
we celebrate for Black people.
I dream of an LGBTQ community that embraces its diverse palette of skin tones
as a marvelous reflection of God’s own interior life of diversity.
And finally, I dream of a Church that reflects the joy of the wedding banquet at
Cana, where people of all races, genders, and sexualities rejoice at the presence
of love – and commit themselves to make a world where people of every gender
and race live the fullness of life that God desires for all.
Fr. Bryan Massingale, January 16, 2022
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2022/01/16/this-mlk-week-i-still-have-dreams/
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

