
  

 

June 2022 

Serving LGBTQI+ Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a  
Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when  
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God 
participate fully in  all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 
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     4th  —    Saturday;  Ferndale Pride;  West Nine Mile at Woodward 
 
    5th  —   Feast of Pentecost; Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at Sacred Heart 

     Chapel at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m. 
 
 12th  —     Feast of the Most Holy Trinity 
 
         

 19th  —    Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ;  Peace and Justice with 
      Dignity Liturgy at Sacred  Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove;  

      6 p.m.; Father’s Day 
 
 26th  —      13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
               

     

For Your Reference 

   Income                                     $       3,000.00         Kroger Community Rewards   $    10.52  

   Expenses                                  $       2,072.00         Amazon Smile                  $   _ 0.00 

   Under/(Over)                           $         928.00 

                                                                                       Total Community $$ received  $   10..52   
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Happy PRIDE month! So much has happened since 

the original Stonewall Riots in New York June 28 to 

July 3, 1969. We can’t take the decriminalization of  our 

love, and ability to marry under the law for granted, 

though. Legislation is being passed or proposed in several states that attacks the 

underlying principle of  the cases that established the right to marry for LGBTQ+ 

persons. The fight isn’t over, even though many of  us are no longer able to 

participate in marches like before! Our equal rights for housing, non-discrimination, 

etc. are not codified in law. There is still much we can do. Pay attention to what is 

going on, support organizations like HRC that fight for us, support and vote for 

candidates that are on record as supporting us. As we have seen, candidates for 

Secretary of  State, which oversees the election process, are critical. In Michigan, we 

have great officials in our Secretary of  State, Attorney General and Governor. They 

have been able to balance out the one-party leadership in the legislature. So, while 

we celebrate how far we have come, we also appreciate that the fight is not over, and 

we must do what we can to help.  

One thing you can do is help out at the Dignity Detroit table at Ferndale PRIDE, 
Saturday, June 4, 2022, 1:00 – 8:00 pm (though we usually break the table down 
around 5:00). We have Dignity literature, take-aways, candy, (and dog biscuits this 
year) and a banner that says “You can be Catholic and Gay”. You might be surprised 
at how many people stop because of  the banner. They had given up on that 
possibility in their own life. Our Church has sometimes given them much reason to 
believe they did not have a home in the Catholic Church. People of  all ages stop to 
chat. Some used to come to Mass at Dignity and drifted away. Others have found a 
welcome in one of  the local parishes that offer hospitality explicitly to us. Others are 
mothers with their teenagers, just coming out, who want a religious element for their 
children. It really is gratifying. We will have people from Families With Dignity, the 
caucus of  Dignity USA that grew out of  the local Fortunate Families chapter that 
was banned from meeting at Christ the King when we were banned, sitting with us 
this year. 

Gesu Parish, located on McNichols across from the University of  Detroit-Mercy, 
will be having prayers of  the faithful each Sunday of  June related to LGBTQ 
persons. On the 3rd Sunday of  June, they will have a table with literature from a 
variety of  organizations, answering common questions. We will be there too, with 

our information brochure.                                                           Continued on page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 
 
 

The Vatican Synod office recently published a newsletter on LGBTQ issues. One of  

the Synod leaders said, “Our prayer is that all people, including our LGBTQ friends, 

are able to feel that their voices are being heard during this synod. They also posted a 

number of  resources including a documentary on Fr. James Martin’s Ministry, the 

equality manifesto of  the Dutch pastors, and the lecture that Synod undersecretary Sr. 

Nathalie Becquart gave to a New Ways Ministry audience, along with testimonials of  

LGBTQ persons.  

These are very hopeful things, to me. We still have to pay attention to what is going 

on politically. June has traditionally been celebrated as the month of  the Sacred Heart 

of  Jesus. The heart full of  love for all people, with no one excluded. How appropriate 

for “our” month!                                                       Carolyn 

 

               New Website and Conference 

Fr. James Martin, SJ, who has been trying to build bridges between the Catholic Church and 

LGBTQ+ persons, has a new website, www.https://outreach.faith. The 

subtitle is “an LGBTQ Catholic Resource”. The greeting in large letters is, 

“Welcome, God Loves You”. They are hosting a conference on June 24-25 at 

Fordham University – Lincoln Center Campus. Bishop John Stowe, OFM 

Conv, of  Lexington, will give a keynote, as will Fr. Bryan Massingale. There will 

be sessions on LGBTQ Ministry in the parish and families of  LGBTQ 

persons. The Outreach website was recently launched under the auspices of  America Magazine, 

published by the Jesuits. There are current articles and resources. As Fr. Martin says, this is not 

meant to replace any of  the other resources for LGBTQ persons, but to share resources and 

supplement them. Take a look! 

     

We have little just now to report in the way of  progress on current initiatives. We are still awaiting 

resolution of  leadership issues in train at UDJ High School. When they are 

resolved, we expect to resume meetings on our initiative to institute  policies and 

training to enhance safety and a welcoming environment at the school.   

 

UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY  
May 2022 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Peace and Justice with 

Dignity service are printed in 

this newsletter. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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30931 W. 7 Mile Road 

Livonia, MI 48152 

(248) 536-2053 

Dara Schramm, PT, DPT 

Hours 

Monday and Wednesday 

9 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Tuesday and Thursday 
7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

