
  

 

December 2018 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 

their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 

     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

As we move 

into the last 

month of 2018 

and into the 

Advent 

season, we are 

left to ponder how 2018 went by so fast. It 

seemed like our 44th Anniversary was just 

celebrated and are now in the midst of 

planning the 45th Annual Celebration.   

The annual retreat was sparsely attended 

but was very rewarding and worthwhile. 

Our Thanksgiving potluck was delicious as 

always.  The Giving Tree program kicked off 

last month with gifts needing to be 

returned by Sunday, December 2nd.  Thank 

you for your continued strong support and 

to Marylou and Mike for coordinating this 

activity that brings clothing and toys to 

needy families! 

December 

 2nd—1st Sunday of  Advent 

 9th—2nd Sunday of  Advent; 

  White Elephant Auction and  

          Pizza Party 

 16th—3rd Sunday of Advent;   

    Council Meeting at 4:30 

            in new Gathering area. 

 23rd—4th Sunday of Advent 

 25th—Christmas Day Liturgy 

    at 6 P.M. 

 30th—Feast of the Holy Family 
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Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership 

Incentive Program effective July 1st.  If you become a member or 

renew your membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you 

will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of new 

members or renewed members in a given month that appear on the 

National Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, 

will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If you have been 

thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to renew 

your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships 

can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 

 

Congratulations to our October winner:  Matthew 

For Your Reference 
        Fiscal Year Budget Performance            2018 Year-to-Date Results 

Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support    $5,000  Kroger Community Rewards  $11.22 

Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support       $4,907  Amazon Smile   $15.54 

Over/Shortfall         $    93    Total Community $$ received 

                                                                                                                                                $26.76 

The Annual White Elephant gift exchange is 

scheduled for Sunday, December 9th – 

immediately following our 6pm Mass.   This 

event will feature salad, pizza, dessert, and 

soft drinks.  

Please bring your wrapped prized items (and your 

checkbook!) for this important fundraising auction.   
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 True to Ourselves, True to the Spirit Dignity Annual Retreat 

 

For those that missed this year’s Dignity Retreat, all I can say is that 
you missed a wonderfully refreshing and refocusing experience.  The 
new Maxis Spirituality Center is a beautiful, calming facility located on 
a scenic property hidden in Riverview. 

 

The True to Ourselves, True to the Spirit program was guided by 
Immaculate Heart of Mary nuns, Sister Lynne Moldenhauer and Sister 
Carol Quigley.  They masterfully guided us through multiple aspects of 
reflecting on how we tend to our minds, bodies and spirits in the 
present world we live in today.  We were provided with topic concepts 
presented in varying formats along our journey throughout the day 
that allowed us to consider the present of affairs in our daily lives.  
There was quiet time to reflect, as well as processing and sharing our 
thoughts in a safe space with the other members of the Dignity faith 
community.  It was an amazing experience.            

 

With so much going on in our world and lives these days, making time 
for the retreat this year was truly exceptional for me.  I truly felt 
refreshed in mind, body and spirit at the end of the day.   

 

The program this year, along with fellowship and nourishment, were 
all wonderful.  I do hope that you will consider Dignity’s offering next 
year.  You won’t be disappointed!!!!!!!!   

 

Thanks to Claudia and Carolyn for making the arrangements for our 
day.  

                   Greg  
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Happy Liturgical New Year! 
We won’t celebrate the coming of 2019 until 1/1/2019, but the new liturgical 

year starts on the First Sunday of Advent, December 2, or the vigil masses on 

December 1. We have a laminated calendar showing the entire new year in the 

sacristy, if you would like to look it over. It shows the dates for Ash Wednesday 

and all the Sundays and Feasts of the coming year.  

The readings for each liturgical year follow a three-year cycle, labeled A, B, and 

C. In the coming year, we will be in the “C” cycle. In Ordinary Time (those weeks 

not in Advent, Christmas, Lent, or Easter season), the Gospel readings will be 

from the Gospel of Luke. In “A”, they are from Matthew, and “B” from Mark. A 

new Lector Workbook for the coming year is also in the sacristy,  and may be of 

interest to all who minister in the role of lector. This workbook has the actual 

readings for each Sunday, some tips for proclaiming them, and a short 

explanation to help with understanding how that reading fits in the scriptures. 

There is also a Pronunciation Guide, in case you are not sure of how to say a 

word or name. As you know, a link to the weekly readings is sent out with the 

reminder email for ministers for the coming week. Often, the First reading and 

the Gospel have similar themes, while the Second Reading from the New 

Testament may address a different theme. 

I’m sure you have noticed that there are specific color vestments and 

decorations for each season. Advent is blue-violet, Christmas is white, Lent is 

purple, Easter is white, and ordinary time is green. Palm Sunday, Good Friday 

and Pentecost are red, and in some places, rose/pink is used for the third 

Sunday of Advent and 4th Sunday of Lent. Special feasts and solemnities often 

use white.  

Thank you to all who serve our community at the Liturgy of the Mass, in any 

capacity!                                                           

                          Carolyn 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 



  

 

What a Church!  

 

What a Church it would be  
if it were as inclusive as Jesus!  

 

What a Church it would be  
if it treated women and men as equals,  
if it welcomed LGBT's as God's children,  

if it fully accepted the divorced and remarried,  
if it offered Communion  

(in the true sense of the word)  
to people of all races and religions,  

if it Listened with Compassion  
to the plights of people of All ages,  

responding not with legalisms,  
but with Love and Compassion. 

  

What a Church it would be  
if being Pro-Life  

did not just mean being pro-birth  
but valuing all of life,  

including any and all abused by church.  

 

What a Church it would be if instead of trying to apply 
some set of rules and regulations,  

doctrines and dogmas  
to every situation,  

it brought Love and Compassion  
into every situation,  

as did Jesus.  

What a Church it could be!  

 
 

Love, John Chuchman  
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Our Re-vamped website is now  
 

available to view! 

www.dignitydetroit.org 

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
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