
  

 

October 2018 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 

Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 

their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 

     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 
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As October rolls in, the Fall Season  

is in full swing with the cooler weather 

and falling leaves.  Our annual Mass on 

the Grass and Potluck Dinner was held in early September.  

While we were rained out, it was a beautiful gathering with a 

higher than average turnout with some new faces and a whole 

lot of  food!   

 

As we get going into the month, our traditional canned food 

drive will begin in early October.  Your generous spirit never 

lets us down! 

 

The deadline to register to vote in the upcoming November 6th 
general election is rapidly approaching with an October 9th 
deadline. Please visit www.michigan.gov/sos for more 
information.  We have much at stake in this election with the 
Michigan Governor, U.S. & Michigan Senate, U.S. & Michigan 
Representatives (along with other State and local offices) 
positions that are open. Remember Dignity is not telling you 

who to vote for, but just remember to vote.  You can 
get an absentee ballot from your local township or 
city clerk, if  you think that you will be unable to get 
the polling place that day.    

 

October 

 7th — 27th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time; Canned good/non-

perishable food items 

collection 

 14th — 28th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time; Solidarity 

Sunday; Canned good/non-

perishable food items 

collection; Halloween Candy 

collection for Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen. 

 21st — 29th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time; Council 

Meeting at 4:30 in new 

Gathering area.  Quarterly 

General Membership Meeting 

immediately following our 

Liturgy.  Canned good/non-

perishable food items 

collection.  Halloween Candy 

collection for Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen. 

 28th — 30th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time;  Canned good/

non-perishable food items 

 

This Photo by Unknown 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos
http://deliciousmeggy.blogspot.com/2012/09/muffins-morbidissimi-alle-mele-e.html
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AIDS Walk Detroit 2018 

 

Although this year’s official 2018 AIDS Walk Detroit was cancelled by the organizers 

due to all the construction in downtown Royal Oak, five (5) Dignity members met 

and walked the traditional route taken in previous years.  Our thanks to Allen W., 

Dan M., Tom S., Greg J. and Frank D. for stepping up and carrying on Dignity 

Detroit’s proud tradition of being part of the AIDS Walk.  

Collectively, these gentlemen raised over $4,300.00!  The 

entire amount will forwarded to the IHM AIDS Ministry 

Program. 

 

 

Page  2       

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership 

Incentive Program effective July 1st.  If  you become a member or renew 

your membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become 

eligible to win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed 

members in a given month that appear on the National Roster we receive 

around the 15th of  the following month, will be put in a hat and one 

individual will be chosen.  If  you have been thinking of  becoming a 

member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no 

longer.  New and renewed memberships can be completed at 

https://www.dignityusa.org/join 

 

Congratulations to our August winner:  Carol B. 

For Your Reference 
Fiscal Year Budget Performance                2018 Year-to-Date Results 

Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support  $2,500        Kroger Community Rewards  $11.22 

Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support  $2,454        Amazon Smile  $15.54 

Over/Shortfall    ($   46)   Total Community $$ received $26.76  
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Musings from the back pew… 

Dignity Detroit is a group who loves to socialize!  The opportunities we have to gather, chat, 

and introduce ourselves to “new-comers” are numerous: in the foyer before liturgy, the after-

mass social, Anniversary Dinner/Dance, and the various pot-lucks.  Some folks have even par-

ticipated in discussion groups or go out for a meal after liturgy.  And although we do love to 

socialize, our primary mission is to gather as Catholic Christians to worship our Creator who 

loves and sustains us.   

All this being said, I have been asked to address “chapel etiquette.”  I will put this as tactfully as 

I can and hope that no one takes offense.   

 The Chapel is meant to be a sacred space,  a place where all can pray and worship.  While a 

cordial greeting is never out of  place, carrying on an audible and protracted conversation is 

not appropriate.  Some of  our members come to chapel early to pray as a way to prepare 

themselves for Liturgy.  Greeting each other and visiting should take place in the foyer so 

that we can observe, as much as possible, Sacred Silence in the chapel and be conscious of  

those who wish to pray.   

 Many of  our priest presiders come a long distance to celebrate with us.  Please be mindful 

of  this and be seated in the chapel in time for us to begin Liturgy promptly at 6pm.   

 There will be times when we will be learning new songs so that we can have full and active 

participation in the Liturgy.  Songs will be taught shortly before Liturgy begins which is an-

other reason to be seated in the chapel a bit early. 

 Council also discussed the Rite of  Peace and the singing of  the Lamb of  God.  Our pastoral 

musician  takes their cue to begin the Lamb of  God from the priest-presider.  When Father is 

at the altar, after exchanging the greeting of  peace, the music begins.  Yet, we are still busy 

with our own greetings…continuing to do so even after the music has stopped.  Father then 

has to wait for us so that Liturgy can continue.  Please, out of  respect for the priest-

presider, take your cue from the musician.  When the music for the Lamb of  God begins we 

should move back to our place within the assembly.   

Phew...that seems like a lot of  “stuff ” to process!  If  anything needs clarification, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out. 

 

        Claudia 
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Wear a rainbow ribbon every day to show your support for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons! 

Even with the progress made in LGBTQI civil rights the past few years, we still need Solidarity Sunday! Solidarity 
Sunday is a faith-based anti-violence initiative. We understand that most Catholics are appalled by anti-LGBTQI 
attacks and DignityUSA initiated Solidarity Sunday in 1995 as a way of making our opposition to anti-LGBTQ vio-
lence visible. This program is not limited to Catholics, but all people!  

Solidarity Sunday is held every year on the Sunday before October 11 (National Coming Out Day). The next Solidari-
ty Sunday will be on October 7, 2018. 

How to Participate in Solidarity Sunday 

1. Wear your Solidarity Sunday ribbon at all times...ribbons will be distributed at our Liturgy on October 7th.  Pray 
for an end to anti-LGBT violence 

 
2. Educate your children, your faith community, your colleagues, your friends about the need to stop violence 

against all people, especially gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 

Take the Solidarity pledge with those in attendance at our Liturgy on October 7th.. 

Solidarity Sunday is dedicated to the memory of the many who lost their lives through violence because of who 

they were or who they were perceived to be. May their deaths not have been in vain. Let us work together to end 

verbal and physical violence against anyone, including gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago 
 
 

July 5-9, 2019 
 

Registration  
details available 

early 2019 

 

https://www.dignityusa.org/article/solidarity-interfaith-prayer
https://www.dignityusa.org/article/solidarity-interfaith-prayer
https://www.dignityusa.org/article/solidarity-pledge
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 



  
  

 

We get letters…… 

 
Dear Dignity Detroit Family, 

 

There are really no words to tell you what I felt 
when I saw you, 48 people, that came to celebrate 
my ninetieth birthday. 

 

In all my life, never have I seen so much friendship 
and love given to me.  I consider every one of you 
family.  Who can boast to have forty eight kids?  I’m 
surely blessed to have you in my life. 

 

In closing, I’d like to tell you that for the last six 
years, I had given up on traveling back to Germany 
one more time to see my relatives, but you have 
given me confidence that I could still do it, so in the 
hear future, I will make one last trip home. 

 

Peace & love, 

Sonja 
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen Candy Collection 

On Sunday, October 14th and Sunday, October 21st we will once 
again be collecting Halloween candy to be used at the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen Children’s Halloween Party.  As always, your generos-
ity is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 
 



  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dignity Detroit Fall Retreat 
        November 17, 2018 

8:30 am-4:30 pm 

Maxis Spirituality Center 

17380 Grange Rd.  Riverview, MI   

 

Theme:  True to Ourselves, True to the Spirit 

Retreat Facilitators—Sr. Carol Quigley, IHM & 

Sr. Lynne Moldenhauer, IHM 

Suggested donation: $25.00 (more if you can, less if you can not) includes 

continental breakfast and lunch. 

Return completed form and check payable to Dignity Detroit  by 

November 4. 

*************************************************************************************************************************** 

Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Email___________________Phone_____________________ 

Please indicate if you desire a vegetarian lunch  ____yes   ____no 

See Claudia W. for more information! 


