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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic
Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Recycling Christmas Cards

Calendar of Events
January
1st - Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
8th- The Epiphany of the Lord
15th- 2nd Sunday in Ordinary time
22nd – 3rd Sunday in Ordinary time
Dignity Council Meeting
General membership meeting
29th – 4th Sunday in Ordinary time

Instead of just throwing out your
Christmas cards this year, you can
put them to good use. Please bring
the cards (FRONTS ONLY, PLEASE) to
Mass with you any Sunday in
January. The card fronts will be sent
to the St. Jude Ranch for Children
where the fronts will be used in the
creation of new cards that in turn
will be sold to raise funds for the
programs of the Ranch.
Thanks…………

30th- 31st Sunday in Ordinary time
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Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

How do we know God’s will for our lives? How do we even know if we are following
God’s will for us? Interestingly, the Psalm response for January 15 (Ps. 40) has the
psalmist, presumably King David, saying: Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will. Truly,
an individual would use those words as a response of a servant to a master (Lord). For
example, the servants of a Pharaoh would use them or a hired workman would use
them in relation to his employer. In the Bible, when God calls someone to do his will,
the response is also that of a servant to a master.
As I began to reflect further I started wondering just how many people in Scripture said
those words or ones similar to them. Further, I also thought about those “big names” in
the Bible who either went directly against God’s will or were reluctant to follow it, but
eventually did or were quick to follow God, but messed up along the way. Lots of
people came to mind.
Adam and Eve failed miserably in their faithfulness to God. They were given one
directive: don’t eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. We all know what
happened next. We are like those first humans; we are given instructions by God (his
will) and we occasionally mess up. What we have that they didn’t is a chance at
redemption.
When Abraham was called by God, he immediately responded, Here I am. Abraham
didn’t even know what God wanted him to do and he still gave a positive response. In
fact, Abraham was willing to sacrifice his most loved son in order to do God’s will. (Read
Genesis 22 to get the full story!) Recall the story of Moses and the burning bush.
Moses, too, responded as a faithful servant. This man led those complaining and
stubborn Israelites through the wilderness for forty years, yet because of one moment
of lost faith he was unable to enter Canaan (the Promised Land). Did he complain?
NO!! He peacefully accepted God’s will for him. Samuel and Isaiah both said Here I am
to God. Sure, it meant sacrifice on both their parts, but they put utter faith in a God
who would carry them through their trials and never let them down.
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In the Christian Scriptures John the Baptizer, the Apostles, and, of course, Jesus said
“yes” to God. It took a bolt of lightning, blindness, prison and a huge conversion
experience, but Paul (formerly Saul) eventually put God first in his life. Certainly, we
can’t forget about Mary who, at a very young age said, Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your word. This young woman showed her
faithfulness by becoming the mother of God’s son!
So now you’re probably thinking, “Yeah, but all this happened to holy people a long,
long time ago. Who today says, Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will?” After the 1967
riots in Detroit Fr. Bill Cunningham and Eleanor Josaitis founded Focus: Hope as a way to
address human rights issues in the city. Were they not responding to the call of God? In
1977, laywoman Jean Donovan left her posh lifestyle, prestigious job, and Harley
Davidson and joined the Maryknoll Lay Mission program. She served God’s people in El
Salvador; it was there where she (and three nuns) were brutally raped and murdered by
Salvadoran Contras. Was she not responding to the call of God? Angelina Jolie has long
been known for her humanitarian efforts. She has been a Goodwill Ambassador for the
U.N. Refugee Agency and has made numerous trips, at her own expense, to work with
the disenfranchised in war-torn countries and has donated huge sums of money to
assist those in need. Is she not responding to the call of God?
No one ever alleged that saying “yes” to God’s will would be easy. We live in a world
where the prevailing mantra is I’m going to do it my way. Perhaps the challenge for us
this year is to be able to say, with conviction, Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.
Father,
I abandon myself into your hands;
do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, I thank you:
I am ready for all, I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me,
and in all your creatures I wish no more than this, O Lord.
Into your hands, I commend my soul:
I offer it to you with all the love of my heart,
for I love you, Lord, and so need to give myself,
to surrender myself into your hands without reserve,
and with boundless confidence, for you are my Father.
St. Charles de Foucauld

Claudia
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Anniversary Theme Contest
Planning has already begun for our 43rd Anniversary Celebration. Forty-three years of ministry
to the metropolitan Detroit LBGTQ community. We have reason to celebrate!!
Once again this year, we are sponsoring a Theme Contest. Put those thinking caps on and
even call on the Holy Spirit for inspiration. Potential themes should be accompanied by a
paragraph or two explaining the rationale behind your submission.
The individual submitting the winning theme will receive two free tickets to our annual
Dinner/Dance.
All entries are due by Sunday, January 29th and
should be submitted to Frank D’Amore.

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 29th
Anniversary Theme submission
deadline

March 26th

Council has once again decided to hold a
March Madness raffle on Sunday, March

March Madness Raffle

26th. The three prizes will cash awards of
$500, $250 and $100.
asking

everyone,

May 20th

As usual, we are

members

and

43rd Anniversary Dinner

non-

members alike, to take one book of 30

May 21st

tickets to sell or purchase. If you sell or

43rd Anniversary Mass Celebration

purchase all thirty tickets, you need only
turn in $25.00!
and

distributed

Tickets will be available
the

first

week

of

February. The drawing will be held during
the after-Mass Social. Proceeds from the
raffle will be IHM South African AIDS
Ministry Outreach Program.
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Membership

Our membership level stands at 61 (as of December 9th) and this number is quite low compared to recent
history. Please review your membership status and renew if your membership renewal is coming up. If
you have a lapsed membership – please consider renewing ASAP! If money is a concern, please see a
member of Council as our confidential Angel’s Fund can offset the membership cost for you. There are
many benefits from being a part of Dignity Detroit/Dignity USA and are noted below and on the
following page.
Did you know that $10 of the annual membership cost comes back to our Detroit chapter?



Dignity USA

As we move into a new Presidential Administration this month, Dignity USA will play an important part
in speaking out about our values/issues in the political landscape.
A list of Dignity USA 2016 accomplishments is listed on the next page.



Sharing our Goodwill

Council has taken member’s comments in 2016 concerning our available funds and wanting to share our
good fortune with other organizations. We have approved several donations in recent months to the
following worthy organizations:
1. Freedom House’s Annual Dinner and Auction
2. Foster Closet of Michigan (Oakland County)
3. Dignity USA Advent 2016 Campaign
At our upcoming quarterly membership meeting on January 22nd, we will be presenting additional
monetary recommendations that we will be requesting your approval on to provide funds to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

IHM Sisters Retirement Fund
Marygrove College
Pope Francis Center
Freedom House

Please mark your calendars for the 22nd of this month and join us for this meeting as we value your input!
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Provided consultation to US State Dept. of Health and Human Services, and Office of Faith
Based and Neighborhood Services on issues impacting LGBTQI people and families.



Addressed the first ever training for the United Nations Press Corps covering LGBTQI and
faith issues.



Led efforts to support implementation of the Obama Admin. Instructions about how to
appropriately serve transgender students in Catholic schools, organized a letter-writing
campaign to a support a Catholic high school that continued the employment of a
transgender teacher, and challenged an Archbishop who told people to quit the Girl Scouts
due to their welcome of transgender members and leaders.



Were part of two gatherings of international Church Reform leaders, securing unanimous
support for statements calling for an end to anti-LGBTQI violence.



Helped foster growth of the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics.



Dignity/Twin Cities and Dignity Boston met with international LGBTQI leaders on State
Department Visitor Leadership Program for training on faith, sexuality, and gender issues.



Participated in first State Dept. Religion and Diplomacy Conference.



Helped fired Church workers/volunteers write a letter to the US Conf. of Catholic Bishops
outlining the harm done to individuals and communities by these actions, and supported
nearly a dozen terminated workers and volunteers in addressing their unjust firings.



Dignity/New York and Dignity USA marched in the LGBTQI contingent in the first inclusive
New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade after 25 years of boycotting the event to protest
exclusion of gay groups.



Dignity Chapters led or were part of numerous memorials for the Pulse victims, and Dignity
USA led memorials in Rome and at the US Catholic Bishops Conf. meeting. We conducted a
national fundraiser to benefit victims, families, and employees.



Challenged Pope Francis’ criticism of “gender theory” in The New York Times, Washington
Post, Advocate, International Business Times, PBS News Hour and many more outlets.



Based on the results of our Faith Community Survey, the Chapter Services Committee has
initiated regional conference calls to provide individualized support for community leaders.



Secured another grant to ensure continued leadership of the Equally Blessed coalition.



Continue to support 35 Chapters and three Caucuses, and an emerging Chapter in Milwaukee.



Developed and shared resources for commemoration of events including International
Women’s Day, International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia, Pride,
Solidarity Sunday, Spirit Day, Transgender Day of Remembrance, World AIDS Day, and
more.
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00 pm in Sacred Heart
Chapel at Marygrove College.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming

Dignity Detroit meetings:
Our meetings are open to all
Council Third Sunday every month @ 4:30 pm

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: 313-278-4786
E-mail: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
We are a 501 (c) 3 organization

General Membership Third Sunday of January, April, July and
October, immediately after mass.

Is your membership expiring
soon?

DignityUSA:
P.O. Box 376
Medford, MA 02155-0376
Phone: 800-877-8797
E-mail: info@dignityusa.org

Dignity Detroit offers community outreach for
our less fortunate brothers & sisters at the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit.
Our volunteer participation needs your help on
the 2nd and 4th Friday each month between
3:30 - 6:00pm.

You can renew by logging on to the
Dignity/USA website. If you don’t
have access to a computer,
renewal packets are available on
the back table in the Chapel for
you to mail in.
Anyone who cannot afford the $50
membership is encouraged to see
any member of council for the
confidential Angel’s Fund program.
All you have to do is ask!

Please see Jim R. if you can help.
Thank You!!!

Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com
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