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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are 

affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as be-

loved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

 

As we head into the last 

month of summer, remember 

to take time to enjoy the 

warm weather.  We have 

several events that are coming 

up that typically take place in the post Labor Day timeframe—

including our Mass on the Grass/Potluck Dinner, AIDS Walk 

Detroit and we hope you can participate in these events (more 

details provided on the following pages).  

This month’s newsletter contains insight from Carolyn about a 

recent New Way’s Ministry Triennial Symposium held in Chicago 

and about Fr. James Martin. Also, highlighted this month is an 

article from our Dignity USA Exec Director Marianne Duddy-

Burke about the controversial comments from Springfield, IL’s 

Bishop Paprocki.  This is just one example how Dignity USA 

represents our community and your membership with Dignity 

USA/Dignity Detroit helps with this effort.  



Page 2  August  2017   Volume 43,  Issue 4  

Mass on the Grass & Potluck Supper   September 10, 2017 

AIDS Walk Detroit      September 17, 2017 

44th Anniversary Dinner Dance    Saturday, May  19, 2018 

44th Anniversary Mass Celebration   Sunday, May 20, 2018 

Sunday,  

September 17, 2017 

The annual AIDS Walk Detroit takes place on September 17th at the Royal Oak 

Farmers Market.  Please see if you can walk with the Dignity Detroit team for this 

important cause.  If you unable to walk with us–please consider sponsoring the 

Dignity Detroit team!  The website to register or donate is: www.aidswalkdetroit.org 

and search for the Dignity Detroit team.  

The NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt Ceremony begins at 9:30am and the 

walk starts at 10:30am.  Many of the Dignity walkers have lunch afterwards and it is 

always a fun event...while raising important funds for OUR community!  Please 

consider joining us!!!   

If you have any questions-please see Frank D’Amore.  
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This past April, I attended the New Way’s Ministry Triennial Symposium in Chicago. If you aren’t familiar 
with this organization, New Ways Ministry is “a gay-positive ministry of advocacy and justice for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Catholics, and reconciliation within the larger Christian and civil 
communities.”. It was founded in 1976 by Sr. Jeannine Grammick, SSND, and Fr. Robert Nugent, SDS, 
who were involved in ministry to LGBT persons, trying to find and spread true and positive messages about 
the Catholic Church and its teachings, despite negative messages that were coming from the more official 
channels. They put on workshops around the country and eventually were sanctioned for not emphasizing 
the harsher aspects of the Church’s teachings. New Ways Ministry is a member of the coalition, “Equally 
Blessed”, that includes Dignity USA and Fortunate Families. They continue to provide support and 
education including a daily blog post, “Bondings 2.0”, which you can easily subscribe to on the New Ways 
Ministry website, www.newwaysministryblog.wordpress.com. 
 

Coming from another quarter, Fr. James Martin, SJ, a popular writer with an active social media presence on 

Facebook, realized that the harshest and most unreasonable comments by readers of his Facebook posts 

were about LGBT issues. He was stunned at the vitriol, and tried to remind the posters of God’s love for all, 

citing from the Catechism of the Catholic Church. When the Pulse Nightclub tragedy occurred, he was 

saddened that there was so little recognition by the Catholic Bishops that the victims were members of the 

LGBT community and even refused to use the word “gay”. A few weeks later, New Ways Ministry 

approached him to receive their “Bridge-Building Award”, for the support he offered both in person and in 

his writings to our community. Since then, he has recently published a book, Building a Bridge – How the 

Catholic Church and the LGBT Community Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect, Compassion 

and Sensitivity. The book includes an expanded version of his talk, plus biblical passages, prayers and 

reflection questions. It is a quick read. I have an extra copy, if anyone would like to borrow it.  

Of course, as in any situation where the official Catholic Church and LGBT people are concerned, the book 

either goes too far (doesn’t shame LGBT people into becoming celibate and begging for forgiveness before 

they can step onto the bridge) or not far enough (doesn’t make the Church cross over the bridge to our side, 

begging us to forgive them). There are several good reviews on the Bondings site, including excerpts from 

the National Catholic Reporter, “Can Father Martin’s Bridge Hold Up?” 7/5/2017, by Jamie Manson, and 

one by David Cloutier, in Commonweal Magazine, “The Ignatian Option”, 6/15/2017, and 

CatholicPhilly.com, by Archbishop Chaput – not a complimentary one from the conservative side. The New 

Ways Ministry site has links to citations or quotes from these articles. 

In my opinion, I give Fr. Martin, who was a Wharton School of Business grad before entering the Jesuits, a 

lot of credit for even attempting to provide positive pastoral care to us, considering the awful firestorm that 

erupted, aimed directly at him, suggesting that he is a heretic, going to hell and taking us with him and much 

worse. He suggests a way forward in a non-ideal situation. It is a conversation worth having. 

 

        Carolyn Shalhoub 

        Dignity Detroit Secretary 

Building  Bridge—Not Walls 

http://www.newwaysministryblog.wordpress.com


Bishop Paprocki’s Controversial Decree Puts Forth a Vision 
of Humanity That Harms the Church 

Thomas Paprocki, the Catholic Bishop of Springfield, IL, recently made international headlines with a 

Decree that banned people in same-sex marriages from receiving Communion, the Sacrament of the Sick, 

or even Catholic burial unless they showed signs of repentance. Now, in a video posted by CNS.com, the 

Bishop extends the ban to include politicians and judges who support marriage for same-sex-couples and 

those who support abortion, as well as individuals who are divorced and remarried without annulment, and 

users of contraception. In a mantra-like chant, he names many categories of people who are told they must 

“repent, go to Confession, and amend their lives” before receiving the Eucharist.  

Some have suggested that LGBT people should see Bishop Paprocki’s expansion of the sacramental ban as 

a sign that we are being treated in the same way as other people. This is not a consolation. What we seek is 

not for others to be subject to banishment and exclusion, as we too often have been. We seek welcome and 

affirmation for all, respectful dialogue with our Church’s leaders, and to be treated as full and equal 

members of our Church. We believe that Bishop Paprocki’s pronouncements are harmful to our entire 

Church, as well as to the individuals and families directly impacted.  

Many say that the approach taken by Bishop Paprocki and many other Catholic bishops represents one 

“side” in a battle for the soul of the Church, sometimes characterized as “Benedict vs. Francis.” Pope 

Emeritus Benedict represents those who are seen to seek a smaller, purer Church, where orthodoxy and 

adherence to doctrine define true Catholicism. Pope Francis typifies a more lenient Church that emphasizes 

pastoral accompaniment, mercy, and a dialogic approach to doctrine. The conflicts between these 

approaches have been evident in Vatican assemblies, such as the two-year long Synod on the Family, in 

public statements from Church leaders either supporting or challenging the Pope’s position on a variety of 

issues, and in Diocesan management.  

While there will always be differences in how Church leaders interpret and implement Church dogma, the 

punitive and exclusive tactics promoted by the Bishop Paprockis of the world betray the very soul of the 

Catholic faith. They go far beyond the terrible damage inflicted by the promulgation of doctrines that limit 

human possibilities, especially in the realm of gender and relationships. They reflect a view of humanity as 

fundamentally wicked and needing to be controlled by the select few who are powerful and good. They 

repudiate essential tenets of our tradition and of Scriptures from Genesis through the Gospels. According 

to Genesis 1: 31, humans were created in the Divine image. We are beloved enough that God intervenes 

repeatedly throughout history to restore our freedom, or to set us back on a path of righteousness. In the 

ultimate act of salvific love, God’s own Begotten One was sent to redeem humanity, through ministry, 

suffering, death, and resurrection.  

 

 

Marianne Duddy-Burke 

Dignity USA Executive Director 



This unlimited outpouring of love and generosity demonstrates a view of humanity as cherished, embraced, 

and held close. It follows that anyone claiming to act on behalf of the Divine Lover should model a similar 

approach toward God’s people. They should continually seek out the lost, the lonely, and those who long 

to be in right relationship with the Church. Banning people from the sacramental table and, even worse, 

from the rituals that provide comfort and consolation at the time of death, are egregious violations of this 

pastoral responsibility. 

Recent studies, such as those done by the Pew Research Center and Public Religion Research Institute, 

have shown that between one-third and 40% of adults raised Catholic in the United States have left the 

Church. Punitive approaches that dwell on sinfulness only exacerbate this exodus. It is time for Catholic 

Church leaders who find declarations such as those made by Bishop Paprocki harmful to be vocal in 

promoting a vision and model of Church that honors the belief that all humans are made in the Divine 

image, and must be unhesitatingly welcomed in the community of faith. 

        Huffington Post article—July 28, 2017 

 

September 10, 

2017 

A signup sheet will be in the 

Chapel lobby to designate 

what you would like to bring 

to our annual Potluck event 

after Mass on the Grass.  

Continued from page 4 



 
Important Links 

www.dignitydetroit.org 

www.dignityusa.org 

www.marygrovecollege.edu 

www.ihmsisters.org 

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday evening at 

6:00pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel at 

Marygrove College.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Our meetings are open to all 
 

Council - 
Third Sunday every month @ 4:30 pm 

 
General Membership - 

Third Sunday of January, April, July 

and October, immediately after mass. 
 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
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