
  

 

February 2020 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Cath-
olics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their 

sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in 
     all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

Two vivid images of childhood come to me at the mention of ashes: the carefree singsong of 

the old rhyme which ends “…ashes, ashes, all fall down,” and the wonderful (albeit secret) 

contest to see which of us had gotten the darkest, or the biggest smudge of soot on our 

foreheads. The bigger the mark, the better! It was our yearly chance to show everyone how 

Catholic we were! Ashes marked us as special. 

 Over the years, I have returned to ponder on the meaning of ashes and their significance in my life many 

times, especially in times of distress or depression. So I was startled to realize that the word ashes does not 

appear in any of the readings for Ash Wednesday or the First Sunday of Lent.  Could I have missed it? Or is there a 

synonym I am missing? Perhaps. I think the phrase ‘first fruits’ can also refer to ashes. Think of the many stories 

of our Old Testament ancestors: always hospitable, they were quick to offer what they held most dear: the best 

of the flock, the sweetest fruits of the vine, to strangers and unexpected guests. They rarely seemed to enjoy the 

feast themselves. Think of all the temple offerings that went untasted to the fire of sacrifice. An offering of the 

best, turned into ashes.  An offering of all they had. And God was pleased! 

 “…ashes, ashes, we all fall down.” Indeed we all fall down sometimes. But Lent calls us to fall down in 

remembrance of times past when we have repented those falls and risen in forgiveness; we continue to fall down 

in wonder and gratitude for the gifts we have been given to share. Our Lenten journey begins with the ashes of 

Palm Sunday smeared across our foreheads reminding us that our journey is not ended until we rise. And as 

adults we sing: 

We rise again from ashes, from the good we failed to do. 

We rise again from ashes, to create ourselves anew. 

And if all our world is ashes, then must our lives be true. 

An offering of ashes – an offering to you. 

We offer you our failures, we offer you attempts 

The gifts not fully given, the dreams not fully dreamt. 

Give our stumblings direction, give our vision wider view. 

An offering of ashes – an offering to you.   

Ashes by Tom Conry 1978, OCP      https://www.greynun.org/2019/03/reflection-for-the-beginning-of-lent/ 
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February 

   2nd— Presentation of the Lord;    
                   Blessing of Throats and Blessing   
                   of Candles 
 

   9th — 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
        

   16th — 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
                    Council meeting at 4:30 in  
                    Gathering area. 
 23rd — 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                     

 26th — Ash Wednesday; St. Peter  
                    Claver mass at 6:30 in Chapel 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

Our Winner for December:   Deb D. 

      

For Your Reference 

                Fiscal Year Budget Performance   FY19 Year-to-Date Results 

Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support  $5,947  Kroger Community Rewards  $44.82 

Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support  $7,075  Amazon Smile           $49.63 

Over/(Shortfall)         $1,028.50      

        Total Community $$ received $94.45 
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“Church Chat” by 

Carolyn 

                                                                              

The snow lovers are probably not 

very happy, but there is still a lot 

of  winter left. February may change all that, according to some weathercasters I 

saw on TV. It feels like we are a very long way from the flowers of  spring, but 

Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 26. Our Lenten plans for Dignity 

are under way, and there will be more information shared in the March 

newsletter.  

Before Lent comes, February brings a number of  significant feasts and 

celebrations. 

 Sunday, February 2:  Feast of  the Presentation of  the Child Jesus at the 

Temple, also,  Candlemas. Candles for the year are traditionally blessed on this 

feast.   If  you have a special candle, bring it on that day. We will also have 

the blessing of  throats for the feast of  St. Blaise (Feb. 3) on that day. 

 Tuesday, February 4:  World Cancer Day. We all have experienced this scourge 

among family and friends, or even ourselves.  

 Friday, February 14:  St. Valentine’s Day – love, candy and flowers – what’s not 

to like? 

 Monday, February 17:  President’s Day. We know one that could use a lot of  

prayer – and that’s all I will say about that.  

 Saturday, February 22:  Feast of  the Chair of  St. Peter. It’s not about an actual 

chair, but the teaching authority handed down through the popes.  

 Sunday, February 23:  7th Sunday of  Ordinary Time, but we might as well 

celebrate with much of  the world in Mardi Gras/Carnival.  

 Tuesday, February 25:  Paczki Day! I know many of  our members know where 

the very best ones can be found, so spill - ! I am happy to taste test.  

 Wednesday, February 26: Ash Wednesday and beginning of  Lent. St. Peter 

Claver will have Mass in the chapel at 6:30 pm. This is a day of  fast and 

abstinence.                                                                        Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

We are looking at parish websites for a potential fish fry night. Gesu Parish, 

down the road, is having a Sunday Lenten program during the day to which we 

have been invited and that we will provide information for when we get it. 

Elsewhere in the newsletter are opportunities at two IHM Sisters locations for 

programs. Each Lenten season is an opportunity to look inside ourselves and see 

what is preventing us from being what God has intended. There are many 

opportunities for prayer and reflection (we will have a daily reflection book for 

you before Lent begins) and also opportunities for giving to others. Penance is 

not only giving up candy (though it can’t hurt some of  us!). It could be 

remembering someone that used to come to Dignity but we haven’t seen in a 

while, and giving them a call or sending them a note. It could be bringing 

cookies to an elderly neighbor (I’ll give you my address), or deliberately limiting 

time on Twitter and Facebook. There is so much need in the world, and we have 

been so generously blessed. If  you have practices that you have found helpful, 

let me know and we can include them in the March newsletter.  

So, if  Lent is near, can Easter and spring be far behind? That is my story and I’m 

sticking to it.  

 

 

Capuchin Soup Kitchen 
 

We will be continuing our volunteer efforts at 

the Soup Kitchen located at 4390 Conner in 

Detroit next month.    Our next date is 

Friday, February 7th and Friday, February 

21st from 3:30—6:30.   If  you can join us, 

please respond to Rich Heide 

(heiderm@udmercy.edu).  Thanks! 
 



  

 

 

IHM Sisters – River House 

Hello Friends! 

Lots Happening! 
 

River House and the IHM Sisters Spirituality Committee has scheduled programs to help you 

with your New Year's resolution to deepen your spirituality. 

 

Second Monday of each month, "Prayer Conversations" 

Are you interested in learning more about prayer and how it is woven into everyday life?  

Each month, we will explore a new dimension of prayer with time for input, conversation, 

prayer and reflection. These sessions are open to all spiritual seekers and is designed to allow 

participants to come when they can. Invite your friend, neighbor, colleague, or family 

member to come too! 

 

February 26 - March 1, 2020, Rev. Gil Enderle, CSsR will be facilitating a retreat called: 

"Joyfully serving a Bountiful God". As we begin this Lenten season, we enter together into a 

wonderful time of prayer and reflection. In this retreat we look to Scripture and the 

spirituality shared by the IHM and the Redemptorist communities as we create more 

expansiveness in our own lives and deepen our relationship with God. Registration is $250 

and includes lunches. (Flyer will be available soon)  

 

Spirituality and the Twelve Steps is a three-week series by Diane McCormack, IHM. This 

program will be March 5-19 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at River House Spirituality Center. 

These weeks will provide opportunities for healing, self-discovery and spiritual growth. This 

is not just for those who are familiar with addiction, everyone may benefit.  

Continued on Page 6 
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Continued from Page 5 

 

May 10 - 15, 2020 will be, "Embracing Struggle: walking in Hope with Teilhard de 

Chardin" with Kathy Duffy, SSJ. The call to embrace struggle is not an act of resignation but 

a commitment to life in its fullness. In this retreat, we walk with Teilhard de Chardin – 

Jesuit, scientist, mystic – and explore the struggles he face, especially in the world and 

Church, and prayerfully reflect on our own life experiences. More information about the 

retreat sessions will be forthcoming. Registration is $275 and includes lunches. (Flyer will 

be available soon.) 

                                             

God Bless, 

Cristy Smith 

Coordinator 

River House -IHM Spirituality Center 

734-240-5494 or riverhouse@ihmsisters.org 

 

March Madness Raffle 

 
Based on some comments submitted with the Survey Monkey 

process last year, Council has decided not to hold a March 

Madness Raffle.  So that the IHM South African AIDS Ministry 

Program does not suffer, we will instead have special collection 

on Sunday, March 8th following our regular Sunday Collection.  

All monies collected in that 2nd collection will be directly sent to 

the IHM South African AIDS Ministry Outreach Program.  If you 

cannot be with us on March 8th, you can mail your donation to 

our P O Box (558, Royal Oak, MI  48068).  Please write IHM AIDS 

Ministry in the memo field. 
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After-Mass Social 
 

As most of you are aware, Dignity Detroit has been struggling with the 

ideas surrounding our weekly After-Mass Social  beginning with the 

fact that we have had a Social chair vacancy on Council for more then 

three (3) years now. 

Through the dedication of three critical individuals (Sonja, Marylou 

and Barb N.) the social has continued during the last three years.  We 

are also extremely grateful to those who signed up to bring goodies to 

serve at the Social.   We are even more grateful to the individuals who 

stay after to assist with the clean-up duties. 

Conducting business in this manner is wearing thin on those who 

week after week coordinate the social. 

Council has decided to modify the After-Mass Social.  Effective this 

month (February) and continuing through April, we will have an After-

Mass Social on the 2nd Sunday of each month.  February 9th, March 8 

and April 12th.  The 2nd Sunday was chosen because that has tradi-

tionally been cake Sunday and Dennis has agreed to continue to pro-

vide the cake.  However, we will still be looking for individuals to bring 

treats for those who cannot have sweets. 

The idea of even having an After-Mass Social in the future is in your 

hands.  

We will evaluate the situation at the April Council Meeting on Sunday, 

19th and report to you, the membership at the General Membership 

meeting on that same day. 

                                                                            Thanks!!!! 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday 

evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart 

Chapel at the School at Marygrove.  

8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming 

Please join us! 
All Are Welcome! 

Contact us at: 

Postal Mail:  P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI 

48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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SAVE  THE  DATES: 
Dignity Detroit 46th 

Anniversary  
Celebration 

 
 

Dinner Dance:   
Saturday, May 16, 2020 

 

Anniversary Liturgy:  
Sunday, May 17, 2020 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjfoq3al7TfAhUBXq0KHUwZBWsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fkindercommentary.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F05%2F11%2Fthe-churchs-response-to-the-lgbt-community-ex-gay-ministries-and-beyond

