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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with their
sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in

As we move into the heart of the summer, we continue to be living in such a strange new
reality with Covid-19. We sure miss our Dignity Community and send love and virtual hugs to
each of you, and we look forward to a day soon when we will all be able to gather as a family
to celebrate who we are as beloved daughters and sons of God!
Folks have been passing time in lots of different ways over the past few months and you are
invited to reflect on that with us.
Here’s an idea:
send an email to
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com with a short “essay” titled “What I Did on My Coronavirus
Vacation.” Perhaps you could write about the following: a) What gave you comfort and
satisfaction during this time, b) What was the worst aspect of it for you? c) Are there any
activities you were involved in, back in February, that you don’t plan to resume, and why? D)
Where was God for you in all this?
With your permission, of course, we may be able to share your responses in a future
newsletter or an email blast to all members!
Your Dignity Council continues to work on responses to the Archbishop and his auxiliary
bishops regarding our banishment from Archdiocesan property, his forbiddance of us to
celebrate the Roman Catholic liturgy and Eucharist, and the directive that priests not
celebrate liturgy with us.
The recent firing of gay music minister Terry Gonda brought the attitude of the AOD toward
the LGBTQ Catholics and allies into the public view, and we were mentioned too in articles in
the New York Times and other vehicles, so, without directly confronting them, our cause has
been raised. This is a Godsend! These women really know how to effectively and positively
portray the struggle. Getting this situation into the eyes of the public, Catholic and
otherwise, is our best hope for the Bishops to back off and look at LGBTQ+ with the eyes of
Jesus. Keep the faith, friends!
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For Your Reference
Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support $10,902 Kroger Community Rewards
Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support
$10,578 Amazon Smile
Over/(Shortfall)
$ (324)
Total Community $$ received

$ 89.32
$ 73.42
$162.74

July


5th — Fourteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time



12th — Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time



19th — Sixteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time; Council
meeting at 4:30 location
TBD; General Membership
Meeting following service
26th — Seventeenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time



Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join

Our Winner for June: XXXXXXXXXXXXX
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Who would have believed when
we last worshiped together in
person on March 8, during Lent,
that we would still be in this
uncertain time in July? We have
gone from parkas to shorts, have
seldom left our homes until recently, and wearing a mask and keeping a social
distance at all times. We have become somewhat expert in Zoom gatherings,
and hopefully also phoning and emailing friends and family to stay in touch.
We have celebrated communal worship remotely through online streaming
services, or Facebook Live, from local churches or some far from our homes.
I hope that you are surviving, and maybe even thriving in this time, but it sure
is different, and we really don’t know exactly when/if things will be “normal”
again.
There is a term for a time like this, “liminal time”. Limen is a Latin word for
threshold, which can be translated as a gateway, edge or portal. As Richard
Rohr describes in the Spring/Summer 2020 issue of The Mendicant, it is a time
where “we are leaving one thing, state or place and about to enter something
entirely different and new.” This is a new kind of waiting, and one which we
cannot get through without discerning what we have to learn from what it is
teaching us. As Catholics, we have time periods before our big feasts which
function as times of preparation, like Advent and Lent. All faiths have periods
for self reflection, like the Jewish Rosh Hashanah – Yom Kippur, and the
Muslim Ramadan. We take retreats sometimes to step out of our routine, and
connect in a different way with the Eternal. Many cultures have “rites of
passage” for passing into adulthood, which are very difficult and intense
communal experiences. In past times, Christian sacraments were like this, but
unfortunately, for some people, they have become “tamed” and more like
magic charms. For example, the people who were insisting on having Mass
celebrated and picketed the Archdiocese, even when the COVID 19 was at its
most intense and a safe process was not yet available. We see this, too, with
political rallies held in some parts of the country with high infection rates and
minimal precautions.
Continued on Page 4
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The reality we inhabit now is a huge change from our comfort zone.
COVID 19 has changed the world almost overnight. We ALL have to
submit to this reality and try to learn the lessons it is providing. One thing
that seems to be a big change is the large-scale reaction to violence
toward minorities by police. For years now there have been cases in the
news, which generated angry protests, usually from the African American
community, and then faded from the headlines. With the video circulation
of the cruel moments of death of George Floyd, this time has been
different! Protests and marches, mostly peaceful, have been large, and
include many white and people of all races, and also all ages. It’s like all
the time we have had to reflect since March on our lives and society
prepared us to react differently this time. We are even going back and
“remembering their names” of those who have died under similar
circumstances in past years. Many are trying to do the hard work of
facing up to how “white privilege” has shaped our lives and society. I am
including a resource list in this issue for those wanting to explore this
further. Dignity USA-Women had a Zoom conversation about this last
Monday, and Dignity NY has launched “Courageous Conversations” this
week. You can get on the mailing list by mailing action@dignityny.org to
get the link for this Zoom meeting.
We also got a taste of how quickly the environment could recover when
the level of traffic was drastically reduced. Pictures of clear sky and water
around the world challenge us to take up the cause of climate change as
that could be an even bigger calamity than COVID for all. It was 100
degrees in the Artic yesterday!

Continued on Page 5
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We also got a taste of how quickly the environment could recover when the level
of traffic was drastically reduced. Pictures of clear sky and water around the
world challenge us to take up the cause of climate change as that could be an
even bigger calamity than COVID for all. It was 100 degrees in the Artic
yesterday!
Finally, there is our own situation as gay Catholics in the Archdiocese of Detroit.
It seems unlikely at the time I am writing that there will be any change in the
position of the Archbishop in his stance toward us, or the ability of priests we
have known to preside at Mass with us without incurring severe penalties. Those
of you who have written letters of support have received responses to that effect.
The parents and allies organization, Fortunate Families, has suffered the same
fate. Just to add insult to injury, a person who was a music minister at a local
parish for 36 years was just informed she is being terminated because her
marriage of 11 years has come to light. She and her partner came to some
Dignity events some years back. Apparently, the AOD is going for broke on this
battle. I have had very strong feeling of anger and bitterness throughout this
liminal time regarding this matter. The music minister mentioned above
counseled me, amidst her own trials, to meet this situation with love, and tears, if
necessary, and learn from it. I do know who I am, and who we are, and the
legitimacy of our relationships and love for God, no matter what flawed opinion
is held by “downtown”. This is a local situation. It is not like this in every
diocese. There are many individuals and groups who support us. During PRIDE
month, I came across some resources that really revived me and I have included
those as well on the resource sheet. I call attention to the video, Outreach 2020:
Catholic Leaders Speak with the LGBTQ Community. I urge you to watch it, and know
that there is much support out there, even in official “Catholic-land”.
We are planning to get together in person soon, and details will be forthcoming.
How Dignity Detroit will look in the future is ripe with possibilities, even if it
doesn’t look exactly like it did back in March – start your imaginations – “nothing
can separate us from the love of God”. (Romans 8:39)

Carolyn
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Resources – PRIDE, Encouragement
Video:
Outreach 2020: Catholic Leaders Speak with the LGBTQ Community – 42-minute
video introduced by Fr. James Martin about a gathering that was planned
for this July but has been rescheduled for 2021. Several of the presenters
give a short message. Uplifting and encouraging. The AOD is only one
place (too bad for us -) and there is good news.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUsBWXiolPo
Articles:
“It’s Time for the US Bishops to Reconsider their Stance on LGBTQ Civil
Equality” , Lisa Fullam, DVM, ThD, New Ways Ministry
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2020/06/19/it-is-time-for-the-u-sbishops-to-reconsider-their-stance-on-lgbtq-civil-equality/
“We Can and Should do Better by Our Catholic LGBT School Teachers”,
Luke Janicki, America, 6/23/20
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/06/23/we-can-and-shoulddo-better-our-catholic-lgbt-schoolteachers?utm_source=piano&utm_medium
“Stop Judging and Welcome LGBT Catholics in Good Faith”, editorial,
NCR, 6/4/20
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/editorial-stop-judging-andwelcome-lgbt-catholics-good-faith
Continued on Page 7
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“Facing Down the Wolf – A Gay Priest’s Vocation” by James Alison,
Commonweal, June 10.2020 – A gay Catholic priest speaks about living
fully, courageously, and truthfully in God’s all-encompassing love.
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/
facing-down-wolf?
utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_campaign=PANTHEON_S
TRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_term=PANT
HEON_STRIPPED
“Are LGBT Employees at Catholic Institutions Protected by the New
SCOTUS Ruling?”, Michael J. O’Laughlin, America, 6/19/20
https://www.americamagazine.org/politics-society/2020/06/19/lgbtemployees-catholic-institutions-supreme-court-bostock
Resources – Racial Injustice
Sermon that was given on June 7th by our Episcopalian friends at St.
Bart's, NYC... truly one of the most HONEST - if not THE BEST and powerful preaching I have perhaps heard on the issue of racism/
xenophobia/white privilege/white supremacy, especially from a white
man!"
cms-production-api.monkcms.com/Clients/embed_video_preview.php?
moduleRecordId=7720751&CMSCODE=EKK
“Anti-Racism Resources for White People”
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BRlF2_zhNe86SGgHa6-VlBOQgirITwCTugSfKie5Fs/preview?pru=AAABcwFbIXg*msGeEsmpQGtd6qGlWhQVQ
Continued on Page 8
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Books:
Racial Justice and the Catholic Church, by Bryan Massingale, Orbis Books, 2010
How To Be An Antiracist, by Ibram K. Kendi, Published by One World, an imprint
of Random House. 2019
White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo, Beacon Press, 2018

Articles:
“The Assumptions of White Privilege and What We Can Do About It”, Bryan N.
Massingale, National Catholic Reporter, 6/1/20.
https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/assumptions-white-privilege-and-what
-we-can-do-about-it
“White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack”, Peggy McIntosh, from
Working Paper, “White Privilege and Male Privilege: A Personal Account...”, 1988.
https://www.rcslt.org/-/media/UnpackingTheKnapsack.pdf
“It’s OUR Racism”, Mary R. Yelenick, Pax Christi USA, 6/16/20
https://paxchristiusa.org/2020/06/16/its-our-racism/

Social Media Posts:
Rabbi Robert Wolkoff, Silent No More
https://www.facebook.com/robert.wolkoff.16/videos/575358080029063/
"The Call of This Moment: An Antiracism Workshop" by Jacqui Lewis
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=587082365271027
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com

July 2020

Page 6

Dignity Detroit meets every Sunday
evening at 6:00pm in the Sacred Heart
Chapel at the School at Marygrove.
8425 W. McNichols @ Wyoming
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

Contact us at:
Postal Mail: P.O. Box 558, Royal Oak, MI
48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email: dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

SAVE THE NEWDATES:

Dignity Detroit 46th
Anniversary
Celebration
Dinner Dance:
Saturday,
October 17, 2020
Anniversary Liturgy:
TBD

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

