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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in all aspects of life within the
Church and Society.

Frankly Speaking
Periodically we hear the question, “Why should I join Dignity
Detroit?” With all that has happened this past year to our
organization here in Detroit, the answer is clearer than ever.
Dignity USA has been extremely helpful with advising us how to
respond to Bishop Battersby and his forbidding priests in the
Archdiocese from ministering to us. Dignity USA even issued
their own statement of disappointment. There is strength in
numbers. The National organization is an extremely strong voice
in the LGBTQI community not only throughout the USA but in
other parts of the world. Teachers getting fired for marrying
their same sex partner—Dignity USA is there. Chapters having
difficulties with issues in their own dioceses—Dignity USA is
there. If you have not renewed your membership yet (several
expired on September 1st), PLEASE consider renewing. If you
have never been a member, there is no time like the present.
~Frank
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For Your Reference
Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support $ 2,000.00 Kroger Community Rewards
Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support
$ 2,094.74 Amazon Smile
Under/(Over)
$ 94.74
Total Community $$ received



$ 00.00
$ 26.83
$ 26.83

1st — Feast of All Saints



8th — Thirty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time



15th — Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time; Council meeting at
3:30 in gathering area



22th — Solemn Feast of Christ the King



29th — 1st Sunday of Advent

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
NOTE: The membership process is going through a transition period at
the National Office. Once things are back to normal, we will resume our
contest.
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With the coming of Halloween, All
Saints Day and All Souls Day, the
year 2020 is definitely heading for
an end. The flowers are dying or
have died, the leaves are putting on
their final show of the year and
heading for the exits, and the Hallmark Christmas Movies have started
marketing their offerings. The election season (actually about 2 years
long, this time) is also about to reach its climax – The question came up
in my Women’s Reflection Group last night, “What will we do after the
election is over? Whether Trump or Biden wins?” If you are like me, it is
almost like a brick wall we are approaching which we cannot look
beyond, but we must. Some of the thoughts surfaced in the group
included that:
 This time in history, though momentous for us, is just a tick of the
clock of all the years that have passed, and the ones yet to come. We
have to place it in proportion.
 Our planet, dear home that it is, is just one speck in our solar system
and even less in the galaxy. Again, it is a matter of putting things in
proportion. And our planet needs us!
 Many generations have been though shattering experiences like wars,
the great depression, even plagues and pandemics and society
survived and learned how to navigate a new reality. While we do not
like where we are right now, all signs point to the fact that it will end.
 What will we have learned? What will society have learned that will
stick with us? For one thing, the state of democracy is not a given,
and must be constantly attended to, whichever party wins an election.
Also, that many so-called “essential workers” have not been treated
with the respect and compensation they deserve. What “Church” is to
us at Dignity Detroit and most people has also been called into
question. The idea of parish as “sacrament vending service” that
people will automatically flock to because Father or the Bishop says
so, has to be reimagined. It will take great humility on the part of
leadership at all levels to accept this and work for a new and more
Christ-inspired model. We have learned that technology can buffer
some of the separations through virtual gatherings like Zoom. I
suspect business travel and conferences will change formats or be
reduced going forward.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3


I attended a Zoom bridal shower, wedding, gathering of grade school
friends, many presentations, forums, meetings and prayer services by
political and religious sponsors, and made new friends from Dignity NY
and USA. We are planning more Zoom get togethers for Dignity Detroit,
both for social and prayer purposes. I am including some Zoom “tips”
provided by the people at the Birmingham Senior Group “NEXT” for
those who haven’t endured hundreds of Zooms already.







What will we do after the election? Find a cause or group that needs
our help and volunteer. If Joe Biden wins, all the problems will not
automatically be solved. Black lives will still not necessarily matter to
all, and COVID will be taking its toll for a while. Gun violence will still be
a problem. Water rights for Detroiters are still in question, immigrant
children need to be reunited with their parents. LGBTQ+ persons will
still have challenges being fully accepted by the Catholic Church and its
institutions.
If Donald Trump is elected to 4 more years, the same issues will be
with us, plus even more opportunities to witness to a form of
Catholicism that is pro-life at all stages, races, sexual orientations and
country of origin/immigration statuses.
Somehow, the rancor and divisiveness of this past year needs to be
neutralized so we can live together in peace, red hat or blue. Dignity
Detroit needs your help going forward if we are to continue to have
prayer services and other events, and feel and pray our way through to
a new and vibrant reality. There are more questions than answers as
we consider how or if we celebrate the usual seasons and holidays. The
Council is carrying most of this right now, but we need help. We are
your representatives but it is YOUR organization.

Carolyn
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Upcoming Events:
Sunday, November 1st: Mass, 10:30 am at Gesu Jesuit Parish, 17180
Oak Drive, Detroit, MI 48221, www.gesudetroit.com. Fr. Phil Cooke, SJ
is pastor. Capacity is limited, so registration is required using the
Eventbrite app. I will try it and we will send instructions but if you plan
to come, let Frank or Carolyn know ASAP.

Monday, November 2nd: 7:00 Brief pre-election prayer service (NONPOLITICAL) on Zoom, hosted by Carolyn. Notice and link will be sent.
Sunday, November 15th: Monthly Prayer Service and Communion, 6:00
pm, at Sacred Heart Chapel, Marygrove. We will have candles and the
Book of the Dead to honor those holy souls we mourn. Send names to
Frank so we can make labels for the candles.
Sunday, November 29th: First annual (Hopefully not!) Zoom
Thanksgiving Dinner at 5:00 pm. Make your dinner and eat with us!
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ZOOM Tips: (courtesy of NEXT, Birmingham Senior Center)


It is easier if you have the latest version of the free Zoom
Application. Go to https://zoom.us. You may be required to set up
an account with your email and password. I believe you can
connect by phone without doing this, but don’t quote me. Zoom
has greatly improved security since the beginning.



You will receive an invitation to Zoom programs from Frank or Carolyn a few days
before the event which will have a link for the event. There will also be phone
numbers to connect if you prefer to do it that way. There will be a meeting ID
number and password, though if you click on the link, you should not need. Put
this email invitation where you can easily find it!



Close other applications on your device (laptop, smartphone, PC or tablet)



Around 10 minutes before event is due to begin, click on the link to the event in
the email, or copy link into your browser. If doing by phone, click on the phone
number in the city nearest you.



You may launch directly into the meeting or, if prompted, enter the meeting ID
number and password.



If prompted, enable “call using internet audio”.



Once on Zoom page, you will see yourself (as long as your computer camera is
enabled in “settings”) and you can click on the video camera to remove the line
through it so you can be seen. Enable sound by clicking on the microphone icon.
You will be muted if red diagonal line is through the picture of microphone.
Please mute yourself during presentations (if the host has not automatically done
so) or when others are speaking to avoid background noise and feedback.
Maximize your screen.



Controls on the screen include “view” (upper right, on laptop) : see whoever is
speaking, “speaker view”, or all participants in “gallery view”, which can be
scrolled to see everyone. Click on “participants” to see who else is present in a
list format. Click on “Chat” to comment to “Everyone” or to any individual on the
Zoom privately. You may also have “Ask Questions” or other options.



These are on the bottom of the screen when you hover over it on a laptop but
are in different spots on tablets. In the square with your picture in it, or on the
list of participants you can mute or unmute yourself, as well as on the bottom left
corner on a laptop.

It sounds complicated but once you try a few times, you will be a pro. I know
people in their 90’s who use it. No shame in being new to something and I would be
happy to help. I am still learning how to host programs myself. As we don’t have
“tech support”, though, it is not possible to trouble shoot problems during the event
itself.
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Giving Tree 2020
Our 2020 giving tree got off to a great start at
our Scripture/Communion Service on October
18th. We had 19 Meijer Gift Cards donated. All
cards will be donated to the St. Christine
Outreach Center based at Christ the King
Catholic Church.
Again, their request is quite simple. They will be collecting
Meijer Gift Cards to be distributed to those in need. The gift
cards should be at least $25.00, but feel free to increase that
amount in $25 increments. Cards can be brought to Gesu
Parish on Sunday, November 1st or you can bring them to our
Scripture/Communion Service on November 15th. As always,
we appreciate your generous support of those less fortunate
than ourselves.
If the above donation dates are not convenient, you can put the
cards in the mail to us at PO 558, Royal Oak, MI 48068.
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

47th Anniversary Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 15, 2021
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 16, 2021

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

