
  

 

December 2020 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with 
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in  all aspects of life within the 

Church and Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May the infant child bring you Peace, Joy and 

Love at this most blessed time and thorough the 

New Year. 

Merry Christmas to you and yours! 
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     6th — 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
   13th — 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
 
         

   20th — 4th Sunday of Advent; ZOOM Liturgy at 6 P.M.  (Invite to be sent out 
                      in mid-December 
 
 

   25th — Nativity of our Lord 
 
   27th —  Feast of the Holy Family 

                  

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive 

Program effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your 

membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to 

win a $25.00 gift card.  All names of  new members or renewed members in a 

given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of  

the following month, will be put in a hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  

you have been thinking of  becoming a member or have simply forgotten to 

renew your membership, wait no longer.  New and renewed memberships can 

be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

NOTE:  The membership process is going through a transition period at 

the National Office.  Once things are back to normal, we will resume our 

contest. 

      

For Your Reference 

   Year-to-date Budgeted Liturgy Support  $ 2,000.00  Kroger Community Rewards   $  26.24 

   Year-to-date Actual Liturgy Support       $ 2,850.00  Amazon Smile            $  26.83 

   Under/(Over)                                         $   850.00 

                                                                                   Total Community $$ received   $ 53.05  
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What a year it has been! So many 

changes, and not ones we wanted. 

Christmas music was playing in the 

Medical Office Building while I was 

there today for an appointment and I 

just wanted to clap my hands over my ears. As I am writing this, our state is 

going back on “pause” tomorrow with many more restrictions. It is exhausting 

even keeping track of the various recommendations. This is doubly true for the 

hospital where I am working. Which masks to wear where? Should we be 

wearing face shields when screening people at the door? This is the antithesis 

of what we think of when we recall Thanksgivings and Christmases past, with 

gatherings of family and friends, crowded malls, watching favorite movies with 

scenes of merriment. Instead, this year there will be many tables with small 

groups, if any, and possibly without a loved one. I can’t even imagine how 

discordant watching the Hallmark Channel or other favorites will be with our 

current reality. Not to mention advertising with tables full of people and food!  

Maybe this is the year that we will finally be able to appreciate the actual 

meaning of Christmas. We can imagine a stall with the aroma of animals and 

not piles of gifts. We will stop and think about God coming down to be with US, 

imperfect as we are, in as vulnerable a form as possible, a newborn baby. 

Heaven knows we are feeling pretty vulnerable ourselves this year. We won’t 

have so many distractions, even those we like, such as decorating our chapel, 

or possibly cooking and shopping. I don’t know about you, but I am in the part 

of my life where getting things out of my house is the goal, not acquiring more. 

We might consider finding ways to connect with people, especially those who 

are alone, elderly, or could use a call or note. We could spend some time 

decorating our home to be a source of cheer for ourselves and those passing 

by. I will be putting lights in my front window that are shaped like snowflakes 

that I have just gotten. The dog walkers seemed to enjoy the light up leaves of 

fall. Watching for light is an Advent theme. How about making and using an 

Advent wreath, candles or calendar this year? Any 4 candles will do. This year is 

not one for strict rules.  

Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

 

We will have a Zoom service on the 3rd Sunday of December, December 20. We 

can all have a lit candle near us as we gather on that day, to light the way. We will 

keep you posted about other services if it is advisable to have them. 

 

We have the Little Blue Books for Advent. If you would like one, please email me 
at carolyn.shalhoub@prodigy.net and I will mail to you via USPS. Nothing is easy 
this year!  
 
We should take a moment and congratulate ourselves for surviving despite the 

AOD’s best efforts. We should pray for all those whose support was invaluable. 

What will 2021 bring? Who knows, but chances are good that it will bring new 

ways for us to be LGBTQIA Catholics and Allies, who reflect the diversity our God 

created, and loves.  

            Carolyn 

 

Meijer Gift Cards 
 

Once again, Dignity Detroit comes through with flying colors!  The Saint 

Christian Services Ministry, part of Christ the King Parish contacted us as 

they did last year and asked for our help.  Specifically, they asked for 

Meijer Gift Cards in $25 denominations (some donated cards worth 

$50.00).  We are very pleased and grateful to inform you that as of 

November 19, gift cards totally $1,650.00 were donated.  You continue 

to amaze!! 

Dignity Detroit is alive and well!!!!!! 

mailto:carolyn.shalhoub@prodigy.net
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UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY  

NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

 

Terry and Kirsti. At our general-membership Zoom meeting 

of Oct. 25, our speakers, Terri Gonda and her wife Kirsti 

Reeve, shared their reaction to Terry's much-publicized firing 

as music director at St. John Fisher parish at Oakland 

University and the journey of healing they have begun. 

 

Support from Gesu parish. FWD is deeply grateful to the 

Gesu Peace and Justice Committee for their persistence in 

objecting to the Archdiocese of Detroit's decision forbidding 

FWD (then Fortunate Families Detroit) and Dignity Detroit to 

meet in the archdiocese. The Gesu committee has sent a 

second letter to Bishop Battersby, replying in detail to his 

answer to their first letter.  

 

FWD Mission Statement amended. To the part of our 
Mission Statement declaring our objective as 
"acknowledgment and support of all legal marriages, of 
committed and living family units, of transgender and 
nonbinary people, and of workplace equality for LGBTQ+ 
people" was added this clarification of workplace equality: 
...for LGBTQ+ people  employed by our churches, schools, 
hospitals, and other Catholic institutions and agencies. The 
added wording was inspired by the many recent firings in 
church-run schools and parishes, as well as a case currently 
before the U.S. Supreme Court,  Fulton vs. Philadelphia, 
involving a Catholic adoption agency and a married gay 
couple.  

Continued on page 6 
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Our members agreed that the acceptance and support we pledge in 

the Mission Statement can only be promoted through education of 

parents, school administrators, pastors, and others with whom 

LGBTQ+ people, including youth, are most likely to be in contact on 

a regular basis.  Accordingly, we wish to begin by approaching local 

Catholic schools in order to solicit their views regarding LGBTQ 

students in their care and offer resources to address issues, or 

potential issues, encountered by those students. 

 

Polarity Management. Terry Gonda and Kirsti Reeve (see first 

item, above) recently introduced us to a conflict-resolution tool 

called Polarity Management, which uses techniques of dialog to 

resolve issues arising from strongly-held opposing viewpoints. They 

feel that PM could be a useful tool for us in dealing with non-

LGBTQ people whose prejudices or emotions may influence their 

views, and the way they express those views, in dealing with 

advocates like FWD. We voted to accept their offer of a training 

session for our Leadership Team. 

 

Involvement. One of our members joined Dignity Detroit for Mass 

at Gesu parish recently. When the COVID-19 situation permits, we'll 

encourage all our members to do the same in support of those who 

have been so outspoken and supportive of us and our cause. 

 

Two members attended the webinar Liberating Religious 

Liberty, given by Inclusive Justice and the Center for LGBTQ and 

Gender Studies in Religion, on how to counteract harmful religious-

liberty arguments against LGBTQ+ equality.  

  

Two members attended the New Ways Ministry webinar on 

the Fulton vs. Philadelphia case now before the U.S. 

Supreme Court. 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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47th Anniversary Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

              Saturday, May 15, 2021 

Worship Service:   

              Sunday, May 16, 2021 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

