July 2021

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the
integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Let Freedom Ring!
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For Your Reference
March Actual Support
March Actual Expenses

$ 339.00
$__ 160.00

Over /Under

$ + 179.00

.








Kroger Community Rewards $ …….
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ 15.65
(reported quarterly)
Total Community received
$ 15.65

4th — 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Happy Birthday America!!!
11th — 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Gathering at St. Blase Catholic
Church for 11 a.m. with Fr. Randy
18th — 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Council Meeting at 4; Liturgy
at 6 p.m. at Marygrove. NOTE: Membership Meeting
immediately following Liturgy
25th — 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive
Program effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your
membership in Dignity Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to
win a $25.00 gift card. All names of new members or renewed members in a
given month, that appear on the National Roster we receive around the 15th of
the following month, will be put into a hat and one individual will be chosen. If
you have been thinking of becoming a member or have simply forgotten to
renew your membership, wait no longer. New and renewed memberships can
be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Program suspended until further notice…..sorry!!
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Well, I hope you were able to celebrate
PRIDE in June 2021 with joy, gratitude and
resolve. Joy, because of the greatly increased
visibility of the LGBTQ+ community on
mainstream media as well as the spotlight
afforded it by our current president, vice
president and cabinet. Several guests and
programs were on NPR throughout the month, both at the local and national level.
On Sunday, June 27, MSNBC broadcast from New York City PRIDE, followed by a
program, “PRIDE of the White House”. This was hosted by Jonathon Capehart,
with guests who are LGBTQ+ persons, currently serving in the Biden administration,
like Secretary of Transportation, Pete Buttigieg, Asst. Secretary of Health, Dr. Rachel
Levine, Deputy Press Secretary, Karine Jean-Pierre, Deputy White House
Communications Director, Phil Tobar and State Department spokesperson, Ned
Price. It was so gratifying to see such talented members of our community serving
our country with PRIDE! Leaving any group of people underrepresented in an
endeavor makes it all the poorer for doing so.
On Monday, June 28, from 8:00 pm on, the TCM Channel on Cable featured
LGBTQ+ films and documentaries. I was able to record several of them to watch. All
of this at the end of a month with virtual Blessing Services and our own Mass for
Social Justice with Dignity, highlighting PRIDE, on June 20 in the transformed dining
room at Madame Cadillac Hall. Seeing such positive and widespread examples of our
community being treated with respect brought me real joy.
We can celebrate PRIDE with gratitude this year too. We are treasured children of
God’s love, which was emphasized in the number of public reactions supportive of
the LGBTQ+ community to the (not positive) Vatican Statement about blessing same
gender couples published in May. It is unusual for Bishops and others to speak up
when something like this is published, as we know from sad experience, but there
were many public statements to this one. Many people participated in the Dignity
USA and HRC Virtual Blessing Service that took place on June 1. Our sibling
organization, Families with Dignity had a particularly meaningful segment. Bishop
John Stowe, OFM, Conv., of Lexington, KY was one of the many people who
blessed us that night. If you haven’t seen this most gratifying prayer service, it is
available on You Tube.
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Continued from Page 3

The last weekend of June, a virtual program on ministry to LGBTQ+ Catholics,
called Outreach 2021 was held with 1000 participants, in which Fr. James Martin SJ
had a major role. Immediately after, Father Martin received a handwritten letter from
Pope Francis in support of his pastoral work to our community. Apparently the
“Vatican” and Pope Francis are not always on the same page?
As there is still much to do, we must conclude our PRIDE celebrations with resolve.
Neither our state, nor the federal government has statutes that protect LGBTQ+
persons from discrimination in a number of areas. The Equality Act seeks to provide
that protection at the national level, and making our voices known is important.
Twenty-three (23) states have introduced legislation that would interfere with the lives
and dignity of transgender persons, including depriving them of appropriate health
care. Fortunately, the Supreme Court let stand a transgender youth’s victory in a case
dealing with access to high school bathrooms, despite opposition from Justices Alito
and Thomas. We must commit ourselves to work to combat youth suicide, and many
bishops, religious communities and religious leaders have signed on to the Tyler
Clementi Foundation statement. We cannot count on the US Council of Catholic
Bishops for assistance in this. We must lead, and maybe one day they will follow.
As life returns in some ways to our pre-COVID pace, I hope that in July you can
spend some time enjoying summer weather and activities with family and friends,
including your Dignity family.

Carolyn
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Families With Dignity for Dignity Detroit
Monthly Update —-June 2021
We have no significant developments in current activities or projects or projects
to report this month. Our work over the last 30 days has comprised of meetings,
decision-making, and background communications pertaining to outcomes we
expect to report on in July.

Spiritual Citizenship Conference
The events of recent years have inspired a deep collective reckoning that
extends to the very heart of what it means to be an engaged citizen. The current
struggles around race, culture, gender, and ecology reflect a deep division that
calls into question our preconceived notions of who we think we are and what
we’re capable of becoming. Across religious and cultural divisions, prophetic
voices - inspired and grounded in spiritual traditions - have historically roused
and sustained profound movements for social justice. And, as much as
spirituality can be a balm and a pacifier, it can also be the fuel and the language
that bridges the divisive ground between us. As we seek greater depth in
practice and as we form new kinds of community, we are individually and
collectively called to reimagine spirituality and citizenship.
Activists like Gandhi, Gaura Devi, Martin Luther King, Simone Weil, Thich Nhat
Han, Elie Wiesel, Gustavo Gutierrez, Gloria Evangelina Anzaldúa, and the Dalai
Lama each spoke from within their religious traditions and across religious
boundaries. They worked in response to the needs of their times and they
constructively used the languages of their religious and spiritual traditions to
ground, inspire, and ultimately transform their communities. As we face the
colossal challenges of systemic racism and environmental degradation, we need
practices that restore hope, acceptance, and strength. At the same time, we also
need critical interventions that can help us reshape our practices so that they
are inclusive and sensitive in ways previously unimagined.
For complete details, please visit:
Spiritual Citizenship Conference (embodiedphilosophy.com)
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Worship Schedule and Parish Visit
Listed below is the location of the next Parish visit:
Sunday, July 11th, 11 am:
St.Blase Catholic Church with Fr. Randy Phillips at 11
a.m. Saint Blase is located at 12151 Fifteen Mile Road
in Sterling Heights.
Sunday, July 18th, 6 p.m. Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy, Sacred Heart Chapel located at the School at
Marygrove. NOTE: This will be followed by our
July Quarterly membership Meeting.

National Board of Directors to Visit
“We

are very excited to come to Detroit for our DignityUSA Board
Meeting on September 24-26. You all have been a beacon of courage
and strength during this time of struggle with the Archdiocese, as well
as the pandemic, and we want to be present to support and celebrate
with you all. And best of all, in person!
We are working on a hotel (near the airport) to host the board
meeting and will keep you all posted on our logistics. We want to
invite you to a social and share Eucharist with our whole Detroit
community. We are working to host both events at the hotel. Food
and a social gathering location will be determined.
This is our first In Person Board meeting since February 2019 and we
are looking forward to seeing you all in person and meeting some of
you for the first time. "
"We would like to invite the Dignity Detroit community to our National
Board Meeting on Sept 25. We will also be hosting mass at the hotel, if
they would like to join us. I will need to know a count for dinner fairly
soon.

Bob Butts,
National Secretary
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Michael Zylik, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.
Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

