March 2022

Serving LGBTQI+ Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a
Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender
Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Council Elections
Before we know it, it will be time for Council Elections to take
place. Any potential candidates must be a dues paying
member by March 1st.
Nominations for the offices of
President, Treasurer and Social Chairperson are now being
accepted. Each office is a two-year term that begins on July 1,
2022.
To place a name in nomination (either your own name or the
name of someone else, please contact a member of the
election committee. Those members are Sr. Barb N., Ross T.
and Don L. Once the candidate accepts the nomination, they
will be asked to complete an Intent to Run form. The
completed form must be returned to the Election Committee
by March 31st.
Give the idea some thought and prayer and consider taking
your level of involvement in your organization to the next
level.
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For Your Reference
Income
Expenses
Under/(Over)

$
$
$

2,284
1,180
1,104

Kroger Community Rewards
Amazon
Smile
Total Community $$ received
(no updates for February)

$
$
$



6th — 1st Sunday of Lent; Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy at Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



13th — 2nd Sunday of Lent; Council meeting using ZOOM at 4 p.m.



20th — 3rd Sunday of Lent; Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy at Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



28th — 4th Sunday of Lent

Membership Incentive Program Continues
The leadership team of Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program
effective July, 2018. If you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity
Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card. All
names of new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the
National Roster we receive around the 15th of the following month, will be put in a
hat and one individual will be chosen. If you have been thinking of becoming a
member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer. New
and renewed memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join
Congratulations to our January winner: As this issue of our Newsletter was going to
press, the latest Membership Roster had not been received.
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Frankly Speaking
Beginning with the first Sunday of Lent, we will have two Peace and
Justice with Dignity Liturgies. These Liturgies will take place on the
1st and 3rd Sunday each month at 6 p.m. in the Chapel at the School
of Marygrove. If there is a fifth Sunday in any give month, we will
have our Scripture/Communion Service in the Chapel at the School of
Marygrove.
With COVID numbers dropping in recent weeks, we hope you will feel
comfortable attending with this new schedule. As is always the case,
ALL ARE WELCOME!!!
Members of the LGBTQI+ community,
members of the IHM community, as well as members of Families with
Dignity and your personal family and friends will find a welcoming
space.
As was mentioned in the February Newsletter, planning of our 48th
Anniversary Dinner Dance is in full swing. There is a ticket order
form on the last page of this newsletter.
This is year, we are trying something new. If you purchase your
ticket by March 31st, the cost is only $40.00. Beginning April 1st, the
cost of the tickets are $50.00. Don’t dilly dally, send in your ticket
reservation form today.

Frank
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March 2022 Dignity Detroit Newsletter
This is going to be one of those multitopic chats.
1. Lent is Coming!
Every year we are asked to take a look at our lives and “Repent, and believe in
the Gospel.” These words are literally inscribed with ashes on our heads at
the beginning of Lent. There was a good article on this topic in the March
2022 issue of U.S. Catholic by one of my heroes, Fr. Bryan Massengale. He
goes on to say that “repent” is a translation of the Greek word, metanoia,
which can be translated as “conversion.” This is a deep change, not just a
superficial effort at improvement. It can be compared to painting the walls
and rearranging the furniture vs. knocking down walls, or buying a new
home altogether. This might mean we question the “fundamental
assumptions and directions of our life and embark on a new life path.” It
requires us to admit that we could need a course change. This requires more
than the giving up of favorite foods or activities. It might take a major life
inventory and an admission that the “patterns of our life are not serving us
or others well.” That challenge is enough to give me pause!
The second part is “believe in the Gospel.” The Gospel is the Good News
about who God is and what he does – love us. We are lovable. Many of us
have experienced plenty to make us doubt this, often from the very Church
that should be showing us the face of Christ. Maybe a Lenten task is
spending time with God reinforcing that we ARE lovable, and worthy of
love.
Traditionally, prayer, sacrifice, and charitable works/donations are Lenten
activities. As long as these lead us to the deeper truths of “Repent and
believe in the Gospel,” they are good for us. At Dignity, we have a few
things planned to do together during this Lent.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from Page 4








Ash Wednesday Mass, March 2, 2022, celebrated with the St. Peter Claver
Community in the Chapel at Marygrove at 6:00 pm.
Little Black Books: once again we have the Little Black Books for your daily prayer
and reflection. Take one when you are at the chapel.
Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy, 1st Sunday of Lent, March 6, 2022, 6:00 pm,
Chapel at Marygrove.
Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy, 3rd Sunday of Lent, March 20, 2022, 6:00
pm, Chapel at Marygrove.
Lenten Activity, via Zoom, “RE-humanize this Lent,” sponsored by the
Franciscan Action Network, Feb. 28, 7:00 pm, where they will offer an hour of
scripture, reflection, discussion, and prayer about how we can use the weeks of
Lent to be “rehumanizers,” resisting the dangers of dehumanizing discourse to
our fellow citizens, our country, and our souls. A weekly email will follow to all
participants with questions for reflection and inspiration. After Easter, there will
be a listening session via Zoom. Hopefully, this convenient, yet challenging
activity will be beneficial to many of us. Sign up at https://franciscanaction.org.
(Sr. Barbara B. shared the above information with us.)
I’ll be sending out a list of various Lenten activities soon. If you know of
services, activities, etc., please let me know, and I will add to the list.

Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5
2. Reviving our ministries:
We are adding a Mass on the 1st Sunday of the month, and this means we will need
sacristans, acolytes, commentators, lectors, greeters, ushers, and gift bearers twice a
month. As we have not achieved our pre-COVID/AOD debacle level of
attendance since reinstituting our Masses, many of the same people are being asked
to serve repeatedly. At a recent Mass, Sr. Barb N. had people sign up, which I
appreciated, and I sent out a request with upcoming dates and needed positions to
our former ministers in the hopes I could schedule ahead of time and not be in a
panic a few days before. If you would like to serve, but aren’t sure what is entailed,
training can be arranged. We can’t do this without your help!
3. Aging With Dignity - Dignity USA Caucus –
In addition to chapters around the country, Dignity USA also has caucuses consisting
of people interested in or belonging to a particular demographic. I’m sure I have
talked about belonging to the Dignity Women’s Caucus and meeting wonderful
people from around the country via Zoom since the pandemic. Families With
Dignity, chaired by Linda and Tom Nelson, our Detroit area “sibling group,” is
another one of the newer caucuses, recruiting members from around the country
now. A caucus I just heard about recently is the caucus on Aging. Many local
chapters, ours included, have aging members. What does this mean for the chapter?
How can chapters attend to the needs of their aging members? Some chapters take
this literally, calling or sending notes to homebound members, taking to doctor
appointments, and sharing information about wills, estates, and other later in life
tasks, and preventing isolation. I attended a Zoom meeting on January 27, for the
purpose of seeing what was discussed, and referring one of the Dignity Detroit
members as a representative to this group, who could share the information.
Examples of resources was a book, What to Do with Everything You Own to Leave the
Legacy You Want, by Marni Jameson.

Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 6
Dignity Washington has a daily safety check-in program for all members, via a
phone app, Snugsafe. They had a member fall and lay on the floor for 3 days who is
still recuperating. Some of you know I had a health emergency in the night
following our January 30 prayer service. I had to call 911 and go to the hospital in
an ambulance, where I spent a few days and have subsequent follow up
appointments. The implications of growing older are now front and center for me.
In an ironic twist, I had planned to ask our dear Greg to represent us at this group.
Greg clearly had his wishes and plans on paper and communicated to those who
needed to know. I have to spend my time doing the same in the next few months.
I am asking for someone to volunteer to be our representative to this group
and share information with the rest of us. They meet by Zoom every 6 weeks or
so, with the next meeting on March 10, 2022, at 8:30 pm. To receive the Zoom
link, please let me know, and/or contact Peggy Burns, mgtburns@comcast.net, or
Jon Schum, jonpschum@gmail.com.

4. Social Zoom?
Some of the Dignity chapters have had casual social Zoom sessions, just to stay
in touch. I was thinking of scheduling a Zoom session for our chapter, where
those present could share a recommendation for a book, movie, TV show, or
restaurant. “I recommend the following ________________ to members of
our group” (where your share your input). Of course, if you just want to
watch and not speak, that is OK too. I’m looking at Wednesday, March 16,
2022, at 7:00. An email blast will go out with an invitation for you to RSVP, so
that I can set up a secure Zoom room.
I guess that is enough!

Carolyn
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UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY
February 2022
Families With Dignity partnered with Dignity Detroit and Dignity USA to
compose a statement of response to the Archdiocese of Detroit letter to parish
priests promoting the Courage and Encourage programs. The statement is
being sent to local newspapers, to social media, and to DUSA media outlets.
***
Families with Dignity wrote to Bishop John Doerfler of Marquette, MI, to
protest the orders he issued to his diocese forbidding the sacraments to
LGBTQ individuals who had not “repented.” No answer has been received to
date. We also participated via Zoom in a meeting of Catholics from the
Marquette area who are forming a group to meet with Bishop Doerfler to
protest his order and state their position as parents and baptized practicing
Catholics.
* **
Four of our leadership team met by Zoom with FWD member Terry Gonda
and church musician Joe Balestreri, one of two who received our gift of $1,000
through the Love Always Wins (LAW) program. Joe has invited theologian
James Alison of the U.K. to participate in a week-long series of talks, panels,
and other events centered on the subject of LGBTQ people and the Catholic
Church, to take place in March at Christ Church Cranbrook. FWD has been
invited to participate in at least one of these events. At our next leadership-team
meeting on Feb. 21 we’ll discuss what our contribution to the program will be.

Sincerely,
Linda Karle-Nelson
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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next Peace and Justice with
Dignity service are printed in
this newsletter.
Please join us!
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Ken Wojciak
Interior/exterior painting
Free estimates
313-319-7712
KenWojciak@gmail.com

All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com
Website: www.dignitydetroit.org

Modern Tax & Accounting Service
Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800

46th/47th/48th Anniversary
Celebration:
Dinner/Dance:
Saturday, May 14, 2022
Worship Service:
Sunday, May 15, 2022

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

Dignity Detroit Council Elections

2022 Intent to Run Form

Name: _____________________________________________
Can your full name be used in the newsletter and ballot information? Y N

Council Position for which you intend to run (check one):

___ President
___ Treasurer
___ Social Chairperson

List any experience with Dignity Detroit and/or other activities that will benefit you
in this position.

Briefly state your goals for this position in the coming term.
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One Journey. Many Paths
48th Anniversary Celebration

Dinner Dance
Saturday, May 14, 222
Tickets: $50.00 ($40.00 if purchased by 3/31/2022)
Park Place, 23400 Park Street, Dearborn, MI 48124
6:00 p.m. cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres

7:00 p.m. dinner

NO Tickets available at the door
_________________________________________________________________

Ticket order form to return. PLEASE print all information.
Name:
Address:
City, St. Zip:
No. of tickets @ $50.00 ($40.00 if purchased by 3/312022
Total enclosed: $
Please mail to: Frank D’Amore
1207 S. Birch St
Dearborn, MI 48124

