
  

 

April 2022 

Serving LGBTQI+ Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a  
Welcoming Catholic Community 

DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when  
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of 
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God 
participate fully in  all aspects of life within the Church and Society. 

 

Schedule Change 
 

Due to the fact that Easter falls on the third 
Sunday of April, we have moved our Quarterly  
Membership meeting to the first Sunday of the 
month. 
 

Our Quarterly Membership meeting will now 
take place on Sunday, April 3rd, immediately 
following the conclusion of the Liturgy that 
evening. 
 

We hope to see you then!! 
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 3rd   —    5th Sunday of Lent; Peace and Justice with Dignity  
   Liturgy at Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m. 
 
 10th  —   Palm Sunday Council meeting using ZOOM at 4 p.m. 
 
 
         

 17th  —  Easter; Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at Sacred Heart Chapel  
                      at the School at Marygrove; 6 p.m.                
 

 24th  —  2nd Sunday of Easter 
 

Membership Incentive Program Continues 

The leadership team of  Dignity Detroit instituted a Membership Incentive Program 

effective July, 2018.  If  you become a member or renew your membership in Dignity 

Detroit in any given month, you will become eligible to win a $25.00 gift card.  All 

names of  new members or renewed members in a given month, that appear on the 

National Roster we receive around the 15th of  the following month, will be put in a 

hat and one individual will be chosen.  If  you have been thinking of  becoming a 

member or have simply forgotten to renew your membership, wait no longer.  New 

and renewed memberships can be completed at https://www.dignityusa.org/join 
 

 

Congratulations to our March winner:  As this issue of  our Newsletter was going to press, 

the latest Membership Roster had not been received. 

     

For Your Reference 

   Income                                     $              155  Kroger Community Rewards   $   34.00 

   Expenses                                  $              375 Amazon Smile                  $   15.58 

   Under/(Over)                           $            (220) 

                                                                                Total Community $$ received  $   49.58 
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Wishing you and yours a very Blessed 

Happy  Easter!!!! 
 

 

 

 

Frankly Speaking 
 

 

As was mentioned in the March Newsletter, planning of our 48th 
Anniversary Dinner Dance is in full swing.  There is a ticket order 
form on the last page of this newsletter. 
 

We are still looking for items for the Silent Auction and Gift Card 
Raffle.  If you have any questions, please reach out to 
me…..frankdamore@dignitydetroit.com 

                                                                                   Frank 
 

 



  

 

Page 4                             April 2022         Volume 47   Issue 11 

It is officially spring, but we know not to 

get too excited in Michigan until at least 

mid April. We start April deep into the 

season of  Lent, but in the second full 

week, we enter into the Paschal Mystery 

in a profound way on Palm Sunday. We 

won’t be gathering on that day, but I know you remember how we proclaimed the 

Passion and shared blessed palms on that day. I hope you will find a place to celebrate 

this special feast that starts off  our holiest week of  the year. I really got “into” the 

liturgies of  Holy Week when I was the head of  the Worship Commission at St. 

Alexander Parish, or “The Servant Church of  St. Alexander”, as our dear departed 

pastor (he insisted we call him the “holy pastor”), Fr. Jim Wright, called it. We really 

learned about the liturgical meaning of  these feasts from recent documents and 

included all the elements. We had members of  the high school religious education 

program do a dramatic (adapted) reading of  the Passions on Palm Sunday, and Good 

Friday. Some of  them, now well into adulthood, remember those presentations as 

highlights of  their teen years.  We added the reception of  the Holy Oils in the entrance 

procession on Holy Thursday, with persons who would be anointed with the oils on 

Easter or because they were ill carrying them in, and the gardeners of  the group created 

a beautiful altar of  repose. I got a bit carried away, making the bread for the Eucharist 

on Holy Thursday, and having a poor girl carry in a ceramic pot with sand and charcoal 

with incense wafting out of  it for the procession with the Blessed Sacrament. I didn’t 

realize the ceramic would get VERY hot! The poor girl had blistered fingers but never 

said a word until after, and she says she forgave me. We created our own version of  the 

Good Friday service, including all the elements, but with a Stations of  the Cross that 

included timely elements. Our service lasted all three hours! Then there was the year I 

insisted we do all 7 readings for the Easter Vigil service. The pastor insisted we have the 

Easter Vigil service at 5:00 am on Easter morning. Of  course, those of  us responsible 

had to be there at 4:00. By noon, after we were there for the 10:00 morning service as 

well, we were done for the day. I basically moved into the parish complex for the week, 

even as I was still working full time. We had a great worship team, many of  whom have 

gone on to heaven now. I have never forgotten how important those days are. I know 

you remember the Holy Thursday dinners we went to at Fr. Gerry’s parish! So many 

memorable customs. I bet you have memories from your own childhood – special 

foods your mom or grandma made, having food blessed on Holy Saturday, getting all 

dressed up in your Easter finery and attacking those Easter baskets with the candy you 

had given up during Lent. Enjoy the memories – celebrate. 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from Page 4 
 

Ukraine: 

There is so much going on in the world that is disturbing. Each day we reel at the sight of  

the people of  Ukraine being forced from their homes and undertaking long and perilous 

journeys to safety. Some do not make it, including young children. We feel so helpless! We 

donate to relief  organizations, and pray, pray, pray! I feel like we are repeating the intro to 

World War II. Haven’t we learned anything as a world? Do only those of  us 75+ years and 

older remember? It is said that history does not repeat itself, but it does rhyme.  

Earth Day: 

Another “feast” we celebrate in April is Earth Day, on April 22. Many things are alerting us 

to the fact that we have limited time to address the conditions leading to grave changes in 

our environment. Just yesterday, I read that temperatures in both the Artic and Antarctic 

have jumped many degrees, to the great shock of  scientists. On the Antarctic Plateau, the 

temperature is -11.8C, which is 40 degrees C higher than seasonal norms. The sea ice is less 

than ever. The Artic ice is thinning twice as quickly as previously thought. As ice melts, it 

exposes dark water, which absorbs the sun’s energy leading to more warming. We need to 

pay attention to these and other signs, and seriously commit to what we can do, before it is 

too late.  

Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
 
Social Zoom: 

We had a small but good Social Zoom on March 16. We shared our opinions about the 

best bread, best movies/TV shows, and caught up with each other, including our dear 

Denise joining from Florida. We will do it again, as I received suggestions from other 

Dignity chapters that have been doing this to stay connected. Watch for a notice for the 

next one.  

Aging with Dignity: 

Tom S. tuned in to represent us to last week’s Aging with Dignity’s caucus zoom. He 

asked me to remind you that on the Dignity USA website, under the Resources tab, there 

are many resources to help us as we age. Take a look!  

Well, I guess that is enough for this month. Stay healthy, and get ready to celebrate our 

triple anniversary in May!   

Carolyn 
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UPDATE ON FAMILIES WITH DIGNITY  

March 2022 

 

Families With Dignity participated in the planning and publicity for 
"Grace Under Fire.'"  The webinar featured employees who found the 
grace and peace to move from exclusion to inclusion  after losing their 
positions at Catholic institutions.  The webinar was included as part of 
the James Alison Week at Christ Church Cranbrook. 
 
We continue with our efforts  to make connections with faculty at UD 
Jesuit to establish a second meeting to discuss support for LGBTQ+ 
students. 
 
The harmful and shocking order of the bishop of Marquette regarding 
withholding the sacraments from LGBTQ people has raised great concern 
among Catholics in the Upper Peninsula and beyond.  Families With 
Dignity has been participating as supporters of the UP Catholics in their 
efforts to meet with Bishop Doerfler and to publicize their efforts.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Karle-Nelson 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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Complete details regarding the 

next Peace and Justice with 

Dignity service are printed in 

this newsletter. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Ken Wojciak 
 

Interior/exterior painting 
Free estimates 
313-319-7712 

KenWojciak@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 

rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 
www.moderntaxservice.com 
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 46th/47th/48th Anniversary 

Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

        Saturday, May 14, 2022 

Worship Service:   

        Sunday, May 15, 2022 

https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx
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 One Journey. Many Paths 

48th Anniversary Celebration  

 

 
    

Dinner Dance 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 

Tickets: $50.00    
 

Park Place, 23400 Park Street, Dearborn, MI 48124 

6:00 p.m. cocktails and Hors d’oeuvres         7:00 p.m. dinner 

NO Tickets available at the door  

________        __     Ticket Deadline  Sunday, May 1st_______   _______ 

Ticket order form to return.  PLEASE print all information. 

Name: 

Address: 

City, St. Zip: 

No. of  tickets @ $50.00  

Total enclosed: $ 
 

Please mail to: Frank D’Amore 
1207 S. Birch St 
Dearborn, MI  48124 


