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Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the
integration of their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God
participate fully in all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

What happened to Dignity Detroit? Does Dignity Detroit still exist?
We hear these questions time and time again. While the responses to
these questions can be somewhat confusing, here are the answers.
In a nutshell, Dignity Detroit still has a Catholic Liturgy, but it is part of
the Peace and Justice Liturgy sponsored by the IHM Sisters. The
Liturgy occurs on the first (1st) and third (3rd) Sunday of each month
and takes place in the Chapel at the School at Marygrove at 6 p.m.
For a short time, Liturgies were suspended due to COVID as they were
throughout the entire Archdiocese per directive from Archbishop
Vigneron.
So the bottom line is that Dignity Detroit is alive and well! Don’t let
rumors keep you away.
As always, everyone is welcome. PLEASE join us!
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For Your Reference
July Actual Support
July Actual Expenses

$ 684.52
$_5,532.23

Over /Under

$ - 4,847.71

.

Kroger Community Rewards $ …….
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
$ 25.95
(reported quarterly)
Total Community received
$ 25.95

August


7th — 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



14th — 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time



21st — 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time; Peace and Justice with Dignity
Liturgy; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove; 6 p.m. Council
Meeting at 4 p.m.



28th — 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

General Membership Meeting Re-cap
For the benefit of those of you who could not attend our Quarterly Membership meeting on July 17th, here is major point discussed. This past
February, we lost a long-time member and ardent supporter of Dignity
Detroit…..Gregory Jacoby.
Recently, we were notified by the executor of
Greg’s estate, that Greg had named Dignity Detroit as one of his benefactors.
In early July, Dignity Detroit received a check in
the amount of just over $34,000.00 which was deposited into our Savings account for future use.
Thank you Greg!!!!!
Rest in Peace dear friend!
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I was fortunate to attend the Dignity USA
Conference, held in San Diego, California,
July 8 – 10. Glenn Crane attended too. Main
sessions, including awards can be viewed on
the Dignity USA website under the Dateline
heading. Breakout Sessions were also
recorded and can be viewed on the Dignity
USA YouTube channel. The theme was: “Proclaiming our Vision, Church
Transfigured”. This theme was explored in each session. There were less than 200 in
attendance because of COVID; some had to bow out at the last minute, including
some speakers and award recipients. We tried very hard to keep people safe by having
all meals outdoors and extra space between rows and seats in the meeting rooms.
Since my return, I was notified that 3 persons have tested positive. Not me so far!
(and I am testing!)
Pre-conference events included a Leadership Academy, to grow leadership skills in
younger members, which 9 persons attended. A vibrant group of younger people are
in the Young Adult Caucus which met via Zoom often during the pandemic. At the
conference, younger people introduced speakers, staffed the registration desk and
took active roles in liturgies. The intention to hold this workshop, and raising of
money for it since the last conference in Chicago, has borne fruit. The various
caucuses (Women of Dignity, Aging with Dignity, Families With Dignity, etc.), also
met individually before the conference, started to plan future activities and got to
know one another in person. There were many women at the conference and the
Women’s Caucus session was packed. A fun cruise of San Diego Harbor followed,
with 80 people taking part.
The Conference began at 3:00 on 7/8 with Opening Prayer and Keynote address by
Victor Carmona, “Church Transfigured: Insights from the Borderland”. Professor
Carmona, an ally, spoke about the issues faced by LGBTQ persons he worked with,
who were trying to gain asylum. This was new to him and affected him greatly. There
was a joint caucus dinner on the patio so that members could get to know each other.
A concert with Gina Chavez followed (but Carolyn had jet lag and went to bed).

Continued on page 4
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Continued from Page 3

Saturday, 7/9, was a full day of activities. The Women’s Caucus planned a Feminist
Liturgy from 8 – 9 am, which I had helped to plan. I had brought a flag, picture of
“Rainbow Jesus”, easel, and other things for this service in my (stuffed) suitcase. It
was well-attended by men and women. Morning Prayer and Announcements
followed, and then the breakout sessions were held. This was followed by lunch and
repeats of the breakout sessions. The Membership Meeting was held from 1:45 –
3:30, with some awards given, a summary of activities, treasurer’s report and future
directions. Throughout the conference people spoke of “Transfiguration Moments”
in Dignity USA’s more than 50-year history. I plan to hold a Social Zoom during the
first week of August to give more of the details of the Membership meeting, and
show some pictures I took.
The Conference Liturgy followed, with wonderful music and prayerful moments. I
was pleased to meet up with a former member of Dignity Detroit who now lives in
San Diego, Luciano Emanuele. He insisted on taking me to dinner with his partner,
Jay, to a waterfront restaurant and to watch the sun go down. We then toured the gay
neighborhood of Hillcrest, Little Italy for a cannoli, and Balboa Park. I missed the
donor reception and Drag Queen Bingo/dessert bar, but I had a great time! Luciano,
a former school teacher, holds a “trivia” zoom with some other friends from the
senior center he is a member of, each Tuesday and I have attended it twice. Would
you like to take part in a Trivia Zoom? I got some tips from Luciano.

Dignity USA President, Meli
Barber, and VP, Martin
Witchger

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from page 4

Sunday morning, the last Plenary session was held, with two LGBTQ+ theologians
of color who are part of a team doing research on an “Agenda for Catholic
Theology and Ministry.” It was exciting to see this research, which is also being
contributed to by Fr. Bryan Massengale. Fr. Bryan received a major award at the
conference, and stayed and participated in the entire conference. Miguel Diaz,
former Ambassador to the Vatican under President Obama, who is also a
contributor and was at the session. We need to support younger theologians
contributing LGBTQ+ voices to the conversation! More awards were given,
including to Dignity New York and Dignity DC for their live-streamed liturgies
during COVID and after, and the President’s Award to Families with Dignity and
the Kevin Caligari Award to Sr. Mary Kay Dobrovolny, who I got to visit with. The
conference ended with the seating and commissioning of the new Board, and
address by President Meli Barber and Vice President Martin Witchger, both younger
members. Brunch followed and people started heading for home. A Trolley Tour of
San Diego was offered in the afternoon which was fun and educational. Another
dinner outdoors on the waterfront provided fish tacos!
The DUSA Board is considering where/when and in what format the next
conference will be held. COVID really snarled the preparations for this one, with
contract renegotiations with hotel, etc. and attendance not ideal, and it was very
expensive. The location of members will be considered in the location of the next
conference. Chapters which used to help plan conferences in the selected cities are
now defunct, including San Diego. Downtown locations are more expensive. There
are many more members in Midwest and eastern USA. The tentative plan is a
virtual conference in 18 months, and an in-person/or hybrid conference in 2025.
I was glad I was able to attend and meet in person so many people I have been with
on Zoom for 2.5 years. I wish Frank and others were able to be there too, but
fortunately, sessions are available on-line. I would like to hear Glenn’s take too.
Everyone there knew I was proudly representing Dignity Detroit!

Carolyn
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Families With Dignity for Dignity Detroit
Monthly Update —- July 2022
We are on sabbatical for the summer, though meetings of the leadership team and
announcements to the general membership continue to take place.
School Outreach continues to be a work in progress, but we’ve also discussed how future
activities and projects might consider other needs, such as LGBTQ folks in nursing homes and
senior communities. We’ve had a speaker on that subject and will be evaluating our potential, if
any, for contributing to solutions.
We’ve also asked FWD members to think about the organization’s future in light of a changing
LGBTQ world, the aging of our members and leadership, and new opportunities we may have
if we broaden our mission in general.
We are proud to note that FWD received a President’s Award at the DUSA conference in San
Diego recently. Laurie Mayers from our FWD Leadership Team accepted the award.
“Happy summer!” to our friends in Dignity Detroit. It’s a privilege to partner with you in
mission to the Catholic LGBTQ community.
Linda Karle-Nelson
President
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org
Modern Tax & Accounting Service Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

Celebrating 50 Years of Catering
Life’s Special Moments
in Dearborn and Throughout
Southeast Michigan
23400 Park St Dearborn, MI
(313) 274-4499

