October 2022

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Frankly Speaking
Although the calendar says October, we need to mention our
Community Involvement Outreach program for the upcoming
Christmas holidays. This of course is due to the fact that we only
meet twice a month now and things need to proceed.
We are once again collecting Meijer gift cards to benefit the
people ministered to by the St. Christine Christian Service group
which is part of Christ the King Parish.
Gift cards can be $25.00 or $50.00 and they can be brought to
Mass with you on Sunday, October 16th and/or 30th, or Sunday,
November 6th and/or 20th. Last year we collected just over
$1,600 in gift cards for those in need. Help us beat that record!
If you still do not feel comfortable being in a group yet, we
understand. You can put your cards in the mail to:
Frank D’Amore
1207 S. Birch
Dearborn, MI 48124
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For Your Reference
July Actual Income
July Actual Expenses
(Over )/Under

$ 1,345.00
$_ 411.00
$ (- 934.00)

Kroger Community Rewards
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
(reported quarterly)

$ 0.00
$ 0.00

Total Community received $ 0.00



2nd — 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Mass of Peace and Justice
with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



9th — 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time



16th — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Council meeting at 4 p.m.
Mass of Peace and Justice with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel
at Marygrove; 6 p.m.
Membership Meeting immediately following Liturgy.



23th — 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time



30th — Fifth Sunday of the Month; Scripture/Communion Service; 6 pm.
Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove
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The air temperature dropped like a switch
was flipped, between September 21, the
last day of summer, and September 22,
the first day of fall. Definitely jacket
weather! I like the change of seasons, and
fall is my second favorite, after spring. I
like apples, and things baked with them, and putting a pot of chili on the stove,
and watching college football (Notre Dame, Michigan State, and Michigan, in
that order). Not a huge pumpkin spice fan! Right now, we still have the warm,
sunny days, along with the cool nights, and the leaves are just starting to turn on
a few trees. Time is passing, friends, and we have to face that. The year is ¾
done. What has 2022 been for you? How will you fill the last ¼ of the year?
We are appreciating having Mass together, even if not as often as in 2019. We
have enjoyed a few opportunities for fellowship, including our recent ice cream
social (Thanks to all who helped, which, these days, is everyone in attendance!)
We will be preparing for a Christmas service project, gathering Meijer Gift Cards
for St. Christine Soup Kitchen (affiliated with Christ the King Parish). We mourn
Sr. Mary Ann Ford, an icon of our history, as well as Greg Jacoby.
The world continues to turn (or spin!) with crazy political stunts. I really thought
things would calm down after the 2020 election results were in. Was I ever
wrong! A miasma of anxiety seems to blanket us in the realm of government.
Election ads and issues add to the intensity. And that is just this country.
As a bit of a junkie for all things British, I had to watch coverage of the run up
to, and the funeral of Queen Elizabeth the Second. When I was a child, I actually
watched her coronation on our new Motorola TV. Yes, I am that old. I think that
is what got me hooked. I realize that the history of the monarchy is full of harsh
and unjust chapters, just as our own American history is. (A good example is
Ken Burns’ documentary on the US and the Holocaust which aired this week. If
you missed it, you may be able to watch it online.) There is just something about
the fairy tale aspects, the jewels, the uniforms (where have they been stored all
this time? How were they able to fit all the participants?), the music, the corgis,
Emma the pony and the little children. It really is the end of an era.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Earlier this year I wrote much about the “Synod on Synods”. At this point, the
summaries from all dioceses and independent groups like Dignity USA, Future
Church and New Ways Ministry have been submitted to Rome. Cardinal Joe
Tobin, of the Archdiocese of Newark, called it the “biggest consultation in
human history”. Someone referred to it in US Catholic magazine as a
“churchwide” “How’s My Driving” bumper sticker. The process of gathering
for “listening sessions” was new for most people and many had a lot of
skepticism about it. Some dioceses did it better than others. A conclusion drawn
in many places was that the church needs to do a better job of welcoming
people: immigrants, youth, members of the LGBTQ+ community and their
parents, and members of other marginalized groups. Another source I read
noted that parishes not only need to welcome members of the LGBTQ
community, but learn from them, and use their talents and skills. The role of
women and better use of their gifts in leadership roles was another common
theme, not as a solution to the priest shortage, but an issue of justice. I will
continue to follow this process as it enters the next phase.
We are concluding the Church’s “Season of Creation”, which ends on the Feast
of St. Francis of Assisi, Patron Saint of ecology on October 4. This season
references Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si – on care for our common home. The
theme for 2022 is “Listen to the Voice of Creation”. Many groups studied,
prayed and discussed this theme, which is even more important when we see the
heat waves, storms and flooding this summer produced. It seems that the ill
effects of climate change are occurring sooner than expected, which means we
have a lot to do, fast. October also brings Solidarity Sunday, which is the Sunday
closest to National Coming Out Day on October 11. We will celebrate it on
October 15. Put that date on your calendar because we will also have our
Quarterly General Membership Meeting that day, and cider and doughnuts!
Last issue we highlighted several retreat opportunities coming up. I know some
of you attended the LGBTQ retreat at Manresa. I’d love to hear about it. I will
be going to a Mercy Associate retreat in Fremont, Ohio next week.
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

The IHM Sisters offer several opportunities for prayer and reflection on the
IHM Sisters website. It doesn’t make sense for us to sponsor our own retreat
right now, but we will keep you informed of resources in the community.
On a lighter note, I have been participating in Luciano Emanuele’s weekly
trivia Zoom for the senior adult group he attends in San Diego, California. It is
a lot of fun, and I have enjoyed meeting the members who are on the Zoom.
As a former teacher, Luciano is very skilled at coming up with interesting and
pertinent trivia questions. He recruited me to make some trivia programs for
the group, so I have a few completed ones now. Would anyone be interested in
participating in a short, 45 min to an hour Zoom trivia game and chat? We
don’t make the questions as hard as Jeopardy, and so far, there have not been
prizes. If you are interested, let me know and I will schedule it.
Enjoy the fall weather, even as the days get shorter and we know what is
approaching.

Carolyn

Sonja Langdon
Peter F. received notification this past week that the headstone
for Sonja Langdon had come in and was in place.
We include the
picture of Sonja’s
headstone for all to
see.
Rest in Peace
dear Sonja!
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Families with Dignity
Monthly Report
An update on our support for the Concerned Catholics of Marquette:
Families With Dignity has been in contact with the Concerned
Catholics of Marquette since last January when we sent a letter to
Bishop Doerfler of the Marquette Diocese supporting their expressions
of concern and dismay at the bishop's restrictions on reception of the
sacraments by LGBT people. Since that time we have been invited to
participate in three virtual meetings of the Concerned Catholics to
discuss how the group should react to the bishop's orders. They were
given the opportunity to meet with Bishop Doerfler in April and in July.
Their efforts to persuade him to modify his extreme order concerning
reception of the sacraments by LGBT people were unsuccessful. The
group has decided to publicize their concerns to the Pope, to
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the Apostolic ambassador to the U.S., to
other bishops in Michigan, to all U.S. cardinals and bishops and to
Catholic
media
before
contacting
the
secular
press.
As a fellow-Michigan ministry advocating for LGBTQ+
Catholics, Families With Dignity feels an obligation to continue
supporting the Concerned Catholics of Marquette.
Linda Karle Nelson
Families with Dignity
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com
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Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Modern Tax & Accounting Service Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

Celebrating 50 Years of Catering
Life’s Special Moments
in Dearborn and Throughout
Southeast Michigan
23400 Park St Dearborn, MI

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

(313) 274-4499

