November 2022

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974
Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of
their spirituality with their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in
all aspects of life within the Church and Society.

Sunday, November 6th
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For Your Reference
September Actual Income $
348.00
September Actual Expenses $_ 5,485.56
(Over )/Under

$ (- 5,101.56 )

Kroger Community Rewards
(reported monthly)
Amazon Smile Rewards
(reported quarterly)
Total Community Rewards

$ 0.00
$ 21.20
$ 21.20

Note:
The income and expenses shown above are for the Month of September only.
The expenses include $2,500 to the IHM Community in memory of Sr. Mary
Ann Ford and our second installment of $2,500 to Dignity USA (2 payments of
$2,500 each left — October 2023 and October 2024) in support of the
Leadership Development Program.



6th — 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Mass of Peace and Justice
with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



13th — 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.



20th — Solemn Feast of Christ the King; Council meeting at 4 p.m.
Mass of Peace and Justice with Dignity; Sacred Heart Chapel
at Marygrove; 6 p.m.



27th — First Sunday of Advent
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The leaves have turned to jewel-like
tones and are falling from the trees.
Warmer jackets have been pulled out
and put on, and pumpkin-spice
everything is on the menu. I recently
enjoyed a short trip to Mackinac Island
with Claudia and another friend, and the display of fall colors was the most
beautiful I have ever seen. It was a great way to say goodbye to summer.
Now, the year is headed for the end, Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays
are not far away, with their joys and pressures. Halloween ushers in All Saints
and All Souls Days. These holy days are meant for all of us. All Saints Day
includes all who are living and all “who have gone before us with the sign of
faith” (Eucharistic Prayer I). More precisely, it includes all whom the Church
names as saints, as well as all those unnamed who are with the Lord. We
were publicly committed to Christ at our baptism and joined this community
of saints with whom we celebrate on November 1 and 2. Being faithful to
our baptismal call, we hope to join those in union with God when our time
comes. We say that “a great cloud of witnesses surrounds us.” We will
celebrate some of those officially named as saints by the Church, and others
whose lives showed evidence of holiness who do not bear the title – yet, at
our prayer service on October 30, “Becoming Saints of Love and Justice on
All Saints Day.” Who do you regard as a saint in your own life?
On November 2, we remember those who have gone before us among our
family and friends. The longer we live, the longer the list grows, and the
higher the stack of holy cards from the funerals we have attended. In our
own group, we have lost several dear ones during the past year. It is good to
know that these people whom we loved and loved us during life, are still
advocating for us in their new life in Christ. Vincent Edwards wrote a poem
about the journey of life that appeals to me:

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

This train ride will be full of joy,
sorrow, fantasy, expectations,
hellos, goodbyes, and farewells.
Success consists of having a
good relationship with all
passengers requiring that we
give the best of ourselves.

It is important to do this
because when the time
for us to step down and leave
our seat empty we should leave
behind beautiful memories for
those who will continue to
travel on the train of life.

The mystery to everyone is:
of we do not know at
which station we ourselves will
step down. So we must live in the
best way, love, forgive, and offer
the best of who we are.

Lastly, thank you for being one
passengers on my train,

It is not very likely that we will be made “official” saints by the
Church, as we don’t have the necessary financial and other resources
behind our cause. I do know I have seen “small saints” in the pews
with me at Mass and other occasions, feeding the poor, caring for sick
and elderly family and friends, teaching, providing medical care, and
being the best versions of themselves as we travel on this train of life,
I wish you a joyful journey on the train of life. Reap success and give
lots of love. More importantly, thank God for the journey.

Carolyn
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Gift Card Reminder
Our Community Involvement Outreach program for the upcoming
Christmas holidays is in full swing. This of course is due to the fact that
we only meet twice a month now and things need to proceed.
We are once again collecting Meijer gift cards to benefit the people
ministered to by the St. Christine Christian Service group which is part
of Christ the King Parish.
Gift cards can be $25.00 or $50.00, and they can be brought to Mass
with you on Sunday, November 6th and/or 20th. Last year we
collected just over $1,600 in gift cards for those in need. Help us beat
that record!
If you still do not feel comfortable being
in a group yet, we understand. You can
put your cards in the mail to:
Frank D’Amore
1207 S. Birch
Dearborn, MI 48124

Page 6

November 2022

Volume 48 Issue 6

Families with Dignity
Monthly Report
Families With Dignity's struggle to maintain an effective Catholic
ministry supporting and advocating for LGBTQ people and their
families has taken a toll on our energy and our creativity in searching
for new ways to continue the work of FWD in the current
atmosphere in the Archdiocese. Dignity Detroit has been a role
model for staying the course and finding new avenues to maintain its
liturgies and scripture services, extending the invitation to us to share
in them. We hope to follow that determined effort in the face of our
own challenges. With a hope that reaching out to our members
would yield some positive ideas, we recently sent a questionnaire
focused on the future of FWD, and are grateful to those who
responded with some positive ideas and even some offers to
become more involved in this ministry. We intend to connect with the
respondents with follow up phone calls to discuss how they can add
their voices in a more direct way to the work of Families With
Dignity.
A suggestion that was made more than once was to increase our
connection with Dignity Detroit.
We would like to pursue a
discussion with Dignity Detroit to see if this might be a possibility and
to talk about what an expanded
affiliation might look like.
In the meantime we send our thanks for all you continue to do for
LGBTQ+ Catholics in this Archdiocese!
Linda Karle Nelson
Families With Dignity
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Upcoming Meetings, Conferences
and Events:
Zoom Trivia! Thursday, November 3, 2022, 7:00 pm. Join in on the fun
with a game of trivia. It won’t be as hard as “Jeopardy”, I promise! Hosted by
Carolyn. Prizes! If you would like to be included, let Frank or Carolyn know,
and the Zoom link will be sent to you.
Dignity USA Membership Meeting, Saturday, November 12, 2022, 2:00 –
4:00 pm ET. The Board of Directors will update members on programs, finances, and plans. Members can ask questions and make suggestions. Please
join to learn and to share your thoughts! Register under the Dateline tab at
www.dignityusa.org.
IHM Spirituality Ministries:
“Engaging the Healing Power Within” with Sr. Annette St. Amour, November 17, 2022, 2:00 – 3:30 pm, webinar, $15.00. Sr. Annette will provide
background on how stress, anxiety and trauma affect our brain, body
and well-being. To register, email spirituality@ihmsisters.org for a link to
register.
In-person programs:
“Six Black Catholics on the Road to Sainthood”, with Joni Scott, BA;
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2022, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm; Visitation IHM Spirituality Center, 7227 Lahser Rd., Bloomfield Hills, MI. Suggested
Offering $25.00; www.visitationnorth.org
“In the company of Women: An Advent Day of Reflection” with Sr.
Gloria Rivera, IHM, Friday, December 9, 2022 10:30 am – 3:30 pm;
IHM Motherhouse, Monroe. $35.00; Lunch included. See Sr. Barb
B. if interested.
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Upcoming Meetings, Conferences
and Events (continued):

New Ways Ministries: Register for these online programs on
www..newwaysministry.org
“A Home for All: The Catholic Case for Supporting LGBTQ NonDiscrimination”, October 30, 2022, 4:00 pm. 60-minute webinar
to discuss the new publication A Home for All: A Catholic Call for
LGBTQ + Non-Discrimination.
“Continuing LGBTQ+ Synod Conversations”, November 9. 2022, 7:00
pm and November 13, 2022, 4:00 pm.
“Developing LGBTQ+ Campus Ministry”, November 8, 2022, 7:00 pm
“Next Steps: Conversations on LGBTQ+ Parish Ministry”, November
19, 2022, 12:00 pm.

Elephants in the Living Room:
Fr. Dan Horan, OFM: the State of the Church, November 14, 2022,
1:00 – 3:30 pm, in person, St. Margaret of Scotland church, 21201
E. 13 Mile Rd., St. Clair Shores, MI. COVID interrupted this speaker
series begun many years ago by Bishop Gumbleton and Fr. Tom
Lumpkin. Fr. Dan has been an ally in many of his social media
posts. Free will offering.
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending
any more $$$$....



Register your Kroger Plus card at:



www.krogercommunityrewards.com



If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you
can sign up for one a any location’s customer
service counter.



Click on Sign In/Register



Most participants are new online customers,
so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in
the ‘New Customer?’ box.



Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by
entering zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and creating a
password, agreeing to the terms and
conditions



You will then get a message to check your
email inbox and click on the link within the
body of the email.



Click on My Account and use your email
address and password to proceed to the next
step.



Click on Edit Kroger
Rewards information and
Kroger Plus card number.



Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036



Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time
that you visit Kroger. Using the above #
does not change anything regarding Kroger
Fuel Points that you also earn.

Community
input your



Use the following web address:


smile.amazon.com



Make sure that you are signed
in to your Amazon account



Designate Dignity Detroit as
your desired charity recipient



Shop as you normally would
and we receive a portion of the
proceeds.



However, you need to ensure
that you shop at :


smile.amazon.com

Page 10

November 2022

Volume 48

Issue 6

Complete details regarding the
next Dignity Detroit service will
be sent out in a separate email
early in each month.
Please join us!
All Are Welcome!
Contact us at:
Postal Mail:
P.O. Box 558,
Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558
Voice-mail: (313) 278-4786
Email:
dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com

30931 W. 7 Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48152
(248) 536-2053
Dara Schramm, PT, DPT
Hours
Monday and Wednesday
9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
7 a.m.-7 p.m.

Modern Tax & Accounting Service Inc
Serving You Professionally Since 1983

Robert B Babut
Senior Tax Accountant
Dignity Detroit Member
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030
700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198
Member

Celebrating 50 Years of Catering
Life’s Special Moments
in Dearborn and Throughout
Southeast Michigan
23400 Park St Dearborn, MI

(248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com
www.moderntaxservice.com

(313) 274-4499

