
  

 

December 2022 

Serving LGBT Catholics Since 1974 

Spirituality, Equality and Justice: Nurtured in a Welcoming Catholic Community 
DignityUSA envisions and works for a time when Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender  

Catholics are affirmed and experience dignity through the integration of their spirituality with 
their sexuality, and as beloved persons of God participate fully in  all aspects of life within the 

Church and Society. 

 

May the infant child bring you Peace, Joy and Love at this most 

blessed time and through the New Year. 

Merry Christmas to you and yours! 
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Capuchin Soup Kitchen    
The Capuchins are happy to welcome volunteers back 
to partner in ministry with them.  In the absence of a 
Community Involvement Chairperson, we are 
providing the volunteer link below.  Once on the 
volunteer site, you can read the safety requirements 
in place.   
 

https://www.ofmcap.cc/CSK-Vol 

 

     4th — 2nd Sunday of Advent;  Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at 
                      Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove;  6 p.m.; Masks  
                      are encouraged regardless of vaccination status. 
 
   11th — 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
 
         

   18th — 4th Sunday of Advent;   Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at 
                      Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove;  6 p.m.; Masks  
                      are encouraged regardless of vaccination status. 
 
 

   25th — Nativity of our Lord; Peace and Justice with Dignity Liturgy at 
                      Sacred Heart Chapel at the School at Marygrove;  6 p.m.; Masks 
                  

      

For Your Reference 

   Income                                     $     405.00       Kroger Community Rewards   $   — 

   Expenses                                  $     320.00       Amazon Smile                   $   —_ 

   Under/(Over)                           $       85.00 

                                                                              Total Community $$ received  $  —-  
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Meijer Gift Cards 
 

Once again, Dignity Detroit comes through with flying colors!  The 
Christian Services Ministry, part of Christ the King Parish, contacted us as 
they did last year and asked for our help.  Specifically, they asked for 
Meijer Gift Cards in $25.00 or $50.00 denominations We are very 
pleased and grateful to inform you that as of November 26th, gift cards 
totaling $ 1,400.00 have been donated.  You continue to amaze!! 
 

Dignity Detroit is alive and 

well!!!!!! 
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Well, here we are at the end of  another year. The weather finally looks like it, too. 

We celebrated our 48th (and 46th, and 47th) Anniversary with a dinner dance, had 

Mass on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of  the month, and a few additional original Prayer 

Services, staffed a table at Royal Oak PRIDE, were present at the funerals of  our 

dear Greg Jacoby and Sr. Mary Ann Ford, participated in Dignity USA Zoom and 

face-to-face activities, made substantial donations to the IHM Sisters South African 

AIDS Ministry and also one in honor of  Sr. Mary Ann, and are preparing to 

donate a significant amount of  Meijer Gift Cards to the St. Christine Food Pantry. 

We had an ice cream social, and some type of  after Mass Socials at least once a 

month. Phew – that is a lot, considering that we have not had the same number of  

members participating that we did prior to COVID. Michelle has tried to help us 

create a new web page. We had a few Zoom “social” meetings to check in with 

each other, talked about “getting rid of  our stuff ”, and a trivia session. Another 

trivia session with a Christmas theme is in the plans for the second week of  

December – more info to come on this! We would like to do more, but without 

some reinforcements, your Council and the regular volunteers for Mass and other 

activities can do no more. I know Families with Dignity is struggling with many of  

the same issues, as are parishes and other organizations. I hope we can all have an 

enjoyable and refreshing holiday season, and think about what we would like the 

new year to be like. What do we want to keep and grow, and what may have to be 

put aside?  I hope we can all find peace in the Advent season, and joy during 

Christmas and New Years. Be sure and make note of  the Mass schedule for 

December. We hope to see you! 

    

 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from Page 4 

 

Things to Check Out: 

 

OUTREACH.faith: As you may know, Fr. James Martin, SJ, and America magazine 
have a website of  resources for the LGBTQ Community, called Outreach.faith, An 
LGBTQ Catholic Resource. You can get to it at http://www.outreach.faith. There are 
always articles about current events, such as dioceses that have come out with policies 
on gender identity that are unhelpful to transgender persons in schools. There is a 
feature that lists welcoming parishes, schools, communities and people, book reviews 
and a library of  articles, videos, and organizations that are good resources. Father 
Martin was in Rome this past week and had meetings with Pope Francis, who has 
complimented and supported his ministry. When I tried to look up the Outreach 
website, the nasty stuff  that came up about Fr. Martin from Church Militant, Life Site 
News and other websites fills several pages – There is a Facebook page for the 
Outreach.faith resource too. 
 

Dignity USA Trans Affirmation Initiative: As more states and Catholic dioceses 
implement policies that discriminate against transgender and nonbinary people, 
DignityUSA has launched a campaign to make Catholic support for this community 
visible. Beloved by God: A Catholic Commitment to Trans-Affirmation went public on 
November 11, co-sponsored by 18 organizations and a growing list of  Catholic 
leaders.  Beloved by God asks people to sign a declaration stating: “As Catholics, we 
firmly believe our transgender and nonbinary members are beloved by God. We 
recognize that these individuals are living into the dream God had for them long 
before their birth…We pledge to make an open commitment to supporting justice, 
equity, and affirmation for transgender and nonbinary individuals throughout the 
Catholic Church and the world.”  You can find out more about this initiative and sign 
it at the www.dignityusa.org website.  Here is an article that was posted recently in the 
on-line America Magazine, published by the Jesuits:    

 

Continued on page 6 

 

I’m a transgender woman. Here’s what I want the Catholic Church to know about my life. 

http://www.outreach.faith
http://www.dignityusa.org
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/11/17/catholic-transgender-woman-view-244164?utm_source=piano&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=26765&pnespid=qalsVCtOMPtFgKfFqDGsEonQ4w6.Up8sMuO23vVkqUVm_LS7pvaS8_HzgbYs3bquua_lT8cp
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Continued from page 5 

Dignity USA Advent Reflection Series:  

Dignity USA invites you to participate in their online Advent Reflection Series for 

2022. An Advent-themed reflection on the week's readings will be given, followed 

by group discussions. This reflection series takes place each Wednesday, 

November 30 through December 21, from 8pm - 9pm ET/5pm - 6pm PT. The 

reflection series is free, but registration is required. Register at the 

www.dignityusa.org website. 

 

New Book: 

Despite my best intentions, I can’t seem to keep from buying more books. 

This one was ordered while I was at the Dignity USA National Conference, 

and the author, Sam Albano, is on the Dignity USA Board. He came with the 

Board when they visited Detroit in September 2021. I pre-ordered the book, 

and it arrived last week. The book is, God’s Works Revealed – Spirituality, 

Theology, and Social Justice for Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Catholics. Bishop John 

Stowe, OFM Conv. wrote the Foreword and it is published by Paulist Press. It 

is described on the cover as presenting a “compelling, challenging, and joyful vision 

for living as a lesbian, gay or bisexual Catholic today by accepting the divine gift of  our 

sexuality and seeking to live out the promises of  our baptism. It draws from the deep well 

of  traditional theology, Catholic teaching and Sacred Scripture while also challenging 

assumptions that exclude LGB Catholics from the possibility of  sexual expression, 

married life and participation in the life of  the church”. I will have to read the book 

to see what he say about transgender persons. Chapter 19 references the Role 

of  LGBTQI Persons.  The book is available from Paulist Press and 

Amazon.com. 

I guess that is it for 2022! See you in the new year – 

Carolyn 

http://www.dignityusa.org
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O God of  Compassion, be with us as we acknowledge our 
oneness with our sisters and brothers everywhere, especially 
those afflicted with HIV/AIDS. Sharpen our awareness and 
disturb our hearts when we recognize the great disparities in 
resources and medications available in various parts of  our 
world. Some are not able to access medications that prevent 
illnesses, and suffer despite medical advances available to others 
who are suffering from HIV/AIDS. Touch our compassion so 
we may be compelled to act with justice and love, in global 
solidarity and shared responsibility. We ask through your Spirit. 
Amen  

                                          Above Prayer courtesy of  the IHM Sisters 
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Two Ways to HELP Dignity Detroit without spending 

any more $$$$.... 

 Register your Kroger Plus card at: 

 www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

 If you don’t have a Kroger Plus card—you 

can sign up for one a any location’s customer 

service counter.  

 Click on Sign In/Register 

 Most participants are new online customers, 

so they must click on SIGN UP TODAY in 

the ‘New Customer?’ box. 

 Sign up for a Kroger Rewards Account by 

entering zip code, clicking on favorite store, 

entering your email address and creating a 

password, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions 

 You will then get a message to check your 

email inbox and click on the link within the 

body of the email. 

 Click on My Account and use your email 

address and password to proceed to the next 

step. 

 Click on Edit Kroger Community 

Rewards information and input your 

Kroger Plus card number. 

 Dignity Detroit’s Kroger # is TD036 

 Remember to use your Kroger Plus each time 

that you visit Kroger.  Using the above # 

does not change anything regarding Kroger 

Fuel Points that you also earn.  

 Use the following web address: 

 smile.amazon.com 

 Make sure that you are signed 

in to your Amazon account 

 Designate Dignity Detroit as 

your desired charity recipient 

 Shop as you normally would 

and we receive a portion of  the 

proceeds.  

 However, you need to ensure 

that you shop at : 

 smile.amazon.com 
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    23400 Park St Dearborn, MI  
                       

              (313) 274-4499 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

Complete details regarding the 

next Dignity Detroit service will 

be sent out in a separate email  

early  in each month. 

Please join us! 

All Are Welcome! 
 

Contact us at: 
Postal Mail:  

      P.O. Box 558, 

      Royal Oak, MI 48068-0558 

Voice-mail:  (313) 278-4786 

Email:  

dignitydetroit74@yahoo.com 

Website: www.dignitydetroit.org 

Modern Tax & Accounting Service 

Inc 

Serving You Professionally Since 1983 

Robert B Babut 

Senior Tax Accountant 
Dignity Detroit Member 

 
445 W Woodruff Ave Hazel Park MI 48030 

700 Towner St Ypsilanti MI 48198 
 

                  Member 

 

 

 

  
( 

248) 544·2002 or (734) 485·4800 
rbabut@moderntaxservice.com 

www.moderntaxservice.com 
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49th Anniversary 

Celebration: 

Dinner/Dance:  

        Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Worship Service:   

        Sunday, May 21, 2023 

Celebrating 50 Years of 
Catering  

Life’s Special Moments 

in Dearborn and Throughout 

Southeastern Michigan  

tel:3132744499
tel:3132744499
https://www.natptax.com/Pages/default.aspx

